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T O T H E 

Moft Illustrious, 

PHI LIP, 

-Duke o( WHARTON, 



May k pleafe your Graces 

S Authors are aft to complain 

of the Abuje of' Vedkations^ 

and yet we Dedicate. Two 

Motives induced me to Ad- 

? Papers rather toyourGKAcn^ 

wy other Patriot \ The One^ 

becaufelftand in need of a Patron \,the 

Other, to avoid the Imputation (f 

Mattery. 

A 2 Tour 
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iv The Dedication. 

Tour Grace's CharaBer is fo 
well known to the World, that I may 
freely indulge m^felf in Panegyrickf a 
Task the moft f leafing to a generous 
Mnd. Buty whoever attempts yotsr 
Grace's Chara^er, will meet with 
oneDiffculty almoft injtiperable. O- 
ther Worthies excel in this or that Vav^ 
ticular; and the Biographer, or the 
Panegyrift is determined in his choice 
of Praife, by confidering the mofi con- 
fpicuous Virtues of his Patron. Tour 
Grace abne may claim an equal 
'Title to ehjery Perfection ; and it 
would he difficult to point out, much 
more to ajcertain your mofi eminent 
good ^Imlities. 

It would be a Work of Supererogar 
tion, fhouldyour Grace {ambitious 
as you are of excelling) think of acqui- 
ring new Virtues : Perfevere only in 
the.Exercije of thofe which are habi- 
tual to youy and you will not only he 
« ' the 
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The Dedication. v 

the Admiration oftheprefent Age^ hut 
continwi lihwife the Wonder of Pofie-^ 
rity. 

And Wonder is involuntary Praife. 

The Revenge, a Tragedy, 

Me thinks Jforefee, with Rapture, 
the Actions of your G r a c eV Life, 
tranjmitted to Futurity by the Pen of 
an able and impartial Hi/iorian. But 
I fear, lefi that Author* s Works /hould 
undergo the fame Fate with thoje of 
Xenophon, and that our Children 
will look upon the FtrftDv ke of 
Wh A R T d nV Chara^er in the fame 
Light with the Life <f. Cyrus : A 
well - drawn Romance, ^ey will 
hardly be able to believe there ever 
exifted in reality a Perfon fo abound- 
ing in Virtue, and blejsd withfucff, 
an Exuberance of good Qmlities. 
^ey will give no Credit to a Cha- 
raHer which they cannot parallel in 
their Days ; and look upon the hone ft 
Writer as one partial to the Age he 

livd 
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vj The Dedication. 

liv'd irii and mlHnX Po comflimmi 
his own 'Ttmesi by defer thing <i» In- 
imitable. 

ms is a ^sforfune your Grace 
mufi (hare in common wtth other Pa* 
mots of more than ordinary A^&rit, 
Self-Mattery makes us (ftefiion- the 
fnperior Bxcelkncies of our Predecef- 
fors'f and a le^eHing Principle, inh§^ 
rent in our Natures, f romps us to re^ 
duce thofe Virtues to our own Stan- 
dard, zuhich we defpair of Ei^uaHing. 

J fljould gt^e my felf a needlefs 
^rouble, and you, My Lord, an Vn* 
eafinejs, p^omd J proceed to enumerate 
ihofe many Accompli P)ments which fo 
happily di/fingui/h your Grace from 
the refl of the Nobility. J fhaltpafs 
over in Silence numherlefs Virtues, 
and repeated Inflances of a Publick 
Spirit. Give me Leave only to men- 
tion One, which your Enemies (if you 

have 
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The Dedication, vij 

ha've any) mufi allow your Grace to 
fnijfy mdfdtft a $ivaL ' 



When yottt Q%kt^ lately c'mdejcepded 
to enroll yottr illujhious Name among 
the Liverymen ^ the Cify\, no quefiion 
but you were from^ted to it by the 
B^fdrtifle tf fWe Patript among the 
antient Romans, who efieemed it a 
greater Htmrm" to h ftfled d Citizen 
of Rome, than Patrician, Conful, 
or Bv^t^or, . ; M^irei Q ye Citiz^ens ! 
and more Particularly ye Chandlers, 
who model Wax into Tapers I For 
Philip Duke of Wharton is a Citi- 
2^y and a W<ax-Cbandler of the 
City of London. 

But 
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viij The Dedication 

iBuf J forbear'. And if I was no$ 
perfuadedy that ^our GraceV Good^ 
nature is as prevalent as ymr A^- 
defy, 1 fhould defpair of Forgiiknejs^ 
for having prefumed jo far in an At" 
tempt as pteafing to w€y as it is dif- 
agreeable to your Gkacz, 

I am, 

With the greateft Refpe6k 

and Veneration, 

Your G R A G e's Moft Humble, 

Moft Devoted, and 

Moft Obedient Servant, 
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— tVhen Treafons^ manifeji^ 

An fo contrivd {as Treafms oftejz are) 
That they defy the Force of ^written Zaws 5 
Or^ when the Wealthy or 2)ignity^ of Traitours 
Sets them above the Reach of Common yufiice^ • 
Attainders are the Refuge of the State. 

Tragedy of Humfrey D. of Gloucefier^ 

Wednefday^ Atigufi 7. 17*29. 



LLL not concern myfelf, in this 

*r, either with the late Bifhop of 

befter^s Speech, or the Anfwers 

have been given to it. The Cu- 

s may find fatisfaftion, as to thefo 

iculars, in the Pleadings which 

made publick on both fides. I 

to find the True Briton ex- 

pefta the Ofening Speeches of the Council fliould be 

B printed. 
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2 The BRITON. N»i. 

printed. To what purpofe ? Their Defign is to con- 
vince the World of the fallacious Reafonings, and eva- 
five Anfwers made ufe of by the^lhop in Ms Defencf^; 
and, to that end, he WQuld have the Pleadings pri^ to 
the Biihop's Defence made publict:. As to tl^e fta|#'e 
of the Evidence, the Legiflature are tlie proper Jjijjypis, 
wljiether it fhould, or fhould not be admitted of. ^ 

If the Method of proceeding by Bill, where t^ 
ufual Forms of Law are ineffefl:\^l, be what tfeis Wki- 
ter looks upon as dangerous and deftruflive to our Li- 
berties, I hope to make it evident this Power muft ne- 
fefiarilv, for the Prefervation of Society, be lodg'd, 
not only in our, but in ey^ry Legiflature through the 
whole World. 

I believe, w^ioever looks back into our Hiftories, anjl 
examines into tljp Nature of our Confti^itipn, wili fi^id 
t^e Jf ethod (^ proceeding, in Q%fes of tl^s kind> by 
Bill, or Attainder, to be the moft Antient Parlia- 
mentary Method of Proceeding we know of 5 buty lay- 
ing afide Authoritys, we will fuppofe this Method never 
liad been made ufe o^ and the late unha]^ Prelate to 
be the firft 3^^^^ W^o has &£re];e4 by it : State the 
Cafe then in this m^m^y an4 I i^ijl wnj^ake fo vin- 
dicate the Gonduft of the Pgriistmqni-, if i^y R?^4crs 
^willgf^ixtme this o?ie (aad as I tbinjk felfreyldiapt^ Pro- 
pofition 5 nan^ely. That evety Man has a aatuwl Slight 
to defend himfblf from the open and fegriet Att^$:fc« of 
his £nemies. 

Now if every £ngle Pecfbn has this natural Eight; 
I would fain knoWs y^^at Law or ILeaibii debars a Com* 

mmty ftwrn rfie Ufe cJF it 2 Tbe Wifflpm pf Mm p- 

ver could, nor ever wili be able to contrive Laws luf- 
ficient to guard any State againft the Confpiracies of 




>Iuft our <3onftitufion and Govemmei^t bg fof eveir 
liable to Ruin, becaufe the Ctfenders s^rp l^ot witbip 
the Letter of the written Law ? Or, is thgre not ^ 
Power, ift Cafes of an ea^traordinary nature, whereby 
the Publick may defend and fecure itftlf by extrabrdir 
nary Mear^c ? In abfolute Govenmi^nts, this Power is 

Ibdged 
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What then are the Cotifequences we are to draW 
from this general ^eafoning ? Two: Firft, That every 
Community has a Right : And Secondly, That nioft 
Communities have a jPower to punifh Conlpirators* 
Whatever JDcficiencies there may be in the written 
Xiaws of any Country, it i$ the Duty of thofe who are 
entrufled with the Care of the '^IVTioie, to provide that 
the Comtnonweal may incur no betriinent* But where- 
fore do I talk of Deficiency in the prefent Cafe ? Are 
not the frequent Precedents of former Parliaments fuf* 
ficient to juftify the Proceedings of the laft ? Or muft 
we have a yearly Succeflion of Cbnfpiracies, to convince 
Men of fhort Memories of the Parliamentary Juftice in 
the Proceedings agalnft the late Confpirators ? 

If the TutJE Briton fliould condefcend to take 
notice of this Paper, Mercmary and Scribler are the 
Compliments I expeft : fiut thus much he may depend 
upon for truth 5 I have no pecuniary Advantage from 
the Writing of this Paper, I enjoy no Penfion, of Place 
of Profit m)m the Government, neither do I expefll 
any Contribution from the Livery-Men of the City. >: 
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N^II. 

The BRITON. 



^um magna malte fuferejl Audacia Caufay 

Creditur a multis Fiducia • — Juven. 

JVedriefday^ Auguft 14. 1723. 

PAtriotifm has been the Pretence of Traitors and 
Malecontents in all Ages. 

ClodiuSy the great Roman Patriot and Sfendthrifty 
by Clamour and Confidence, procured the Banifhment 
of Cicero ^ and by that means well nigh ruin'd his 
Country. 

This I will make bold to fay, no Man, who ever 0- 
penly proclaimed himfelf a Patriot, was one 3 any more 
tjian a Boafter of his Courage, ever proved a brave 
Man. My Friend upon the Pye-bald Horfe is an In- 
ilance of this kind, who always faid to the gaping Po- 
pulace, Gentlemeriy I am no ^ack 2)o5lor. And, 
fince his Majejiy^s Acceffion to the Crown, every Rai- 
ler, from the ingenious Mr. Mist, down to the Author 
of the True Briton^ has laid claim to this Cha- 
racter. 

The True Briton, in his Recife for the Compo- 
fition of a ^atrioty tells us, Imfartiality is the firjl 
ejjential and necejfary Ingredient. How juft his Pre- 
tenfions are to this ejfential Ingredient ^ is notorious to 
every one, as well from his Writings, as from his 
Actions 5 which are both equally inconfiftent. The 
Reigns of our worft Princes fumi/h us with Inftan- 
ces of fome beneficial Laws 5 but fuch is our prefent 
Misfortune, that this Impartial ColleEior cannot find fa 
much as one under the Adminiftration of his prefent 
Majejiy. 

In 
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N«2. ry&^ BRITON. 5 

In thq fame Paper he fays, It is the Duty of every 
Man to^ be free from Verfonal "Prejudices : But, how 
much his own Heart is tainted with them, the mean, 
villainous Reflexions caft upon a worthy young Noble- 
man, fuflSciently convince all Men, whofe Hearts are 
not fo deprav'd as his own, 

Intreftdity and Firmncfi are two VirttieSy 'which 
every True Briton mufi be Mafier of'j or elfe^ alt 
the other talents he is pj^efl^dof areufelefi and barren. 
Thefe ufelefs^ barren Talents^ are generally lefs detrir 
mental to the Publick, than thofe more glorious ones, 
o( Firmneji 2Lnd J72trefidity^ fincethe Number of good 
Men bears but very fmall Proportion to that of the 
Wicked. Ravilliac was firm and intrepid 5 James 
Shepherd was firm and intrepid 5 and the Records of 
the Old Sailey will fupply us with many Examples of 
Highwaymen, Houfe-Breakcrs, and Murderers, Men all 
firm and intrepid. 

The time may fbon come, when the Perlbn, vho inaC- 
querades it under the Title of True Briton, and is 
K> vain of this affumed Charafter, as often to pull ofif 
his Mask in Coffee- Houfes and Taverns 5 I fay, the 
time may foon come, when he may (land in very great 
iiee4 of this kind of Intrepidity and Firmnefs 5 and 
when no one (excepting himfelf) will be furprized to 
fee it fail him at a Pinch. This I fpeak upon the ge- 
neral Prefumption of his Charafler 5 and, I dare en- 
gage, fo fmajl a Hero as Don Jerry*s Footman, may 
any day, and every day, frighten him out of his Intre- 
pidity, and caufc his Firmnefs to tremble. 

Apd now, by faying thefe bold things to the Perfon 
who has frequently declared himfelf to he the Writer of 
the T^uE Briton, I think I have as good a title to 
Firmnefs and Intrepidity as himfelf • 

But why do I mention Fear to a Man devoted to 
Martyrdom ? who aflures the World he would maintain 
hisDoflrines in the flames 5 and boafls to his Com- 
rades, that he in a manner longs to fignalize his Man- 
hood and his Eloquence upon the Scaffold ? 

But, to proceed in remarking upon his Pofitions 5 I 

agree with the True Briton, that the Liberty of 

Speech in Parliament is one of the moft valuable Pri- 

B 3 vilcges 
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vent the mectwg of Troteftants. THe Stu^nCof ipn^ 
don perform'd his Duty. like, a .brave hpfiefl; iN^ap. 1i^r 
fi^ufe People are uDfprtgjiate, mufl; they, therefore c^ve 
out their own Rediiefs? Or woujd it be, advif^ble, tp^ 
tfiift th* execH|tiY9 Ppwey in tbp M??^^. of an. enraged, 

Pqj)ula9el 
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8 !?:&<? BRITOK. N^'j; 

ture, I fhall keep pace with him from Week to Week, 
and root up his Hemlock ai^d Henbane^ as fafl as they 
fprout. 

y. S. By our laft Advices from Ne^afe^ we are 
inibrm'd, a certain Patrician Garret feer fupp'd fome 
time laft Week there, with the famous ^ally Salhbury^ 
SifJgleyj and Skeen^ and that the Seeds of a future 
7rt4e Sriton^ were then and there fown. 

N« III. 
The B KIT O N. 

Lufifii fatis^ Edifti fatis^ atque Sibifti. Hor. 



Luxury and Prodigality are Vices neceflkrily deftruc- 
tive to Society 5 for when once a Man, by a profufe 
Way of living, has inur'd himfelf to injure private Per- 
fons in their Property, the Tranfition is very natural, to ' 
fuppofe, in order to fUpport his Extravagancies, he will 
make no Scruple of plundering the Publick : The firft 
Step to which, is to defame thofe who preferve it. 

datiline^ after having fpent the firft Tears of his Life 
in Debauchery, coUefts together a Set ofTuHick Spi- 
rited young Gentlemen ( not worth a Groat ) with de- 
fign to fiibvert the Conflitution, maftacre the Senate^ 
and repair their ruined Fortunes by the general Ca* 
lamity. 

^ack Straw^ MdWat Tyler^ were likewife great In* 
fiances of Vublick Sfirit^ and Intrepidity: And that 
knowing Politician John Cade, of Ashford, through 
his Oratory among the Populace, and his Abhorrence of 
evil Govemours, railed fuch a Rebellion in this King- 
dom, as coft much Time, and many Lives, to extitK* 
guiftu 

' ' I can- 
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N!j. r^^ BRITON. 9 

^ I cannot blame the True Briton for his juft Way of 
Thinking, tbat we ivere not born for ourfelveSf nor our 
private advantage. Who does not know that He, of 
all his Contemporaries, was not born for himfelf, but for 
the Benefit, nay, even the Property of others. Yet a* 
little while, ^nd it will be a Queftion, whether he may 
be able to call any thing his own ? And whether he may 
not be obliged to renounce even his very dear Country ! 
But this Misfortune will attend him. He will nof have 
the Happinefs to be honoured by all honefi Men whilflhe 
is in this World 5 nor when be is taken out of ity to be 
ranked in the illufirious Lift of thofe who have faith- 
fully y and zeahujly fervid their Country. 

If Envy were ever lawful^ it would be raifed in the 
niofi generous Sreajij when we confider^ what an Eter- 
nity of Fame^Heroes have gain' dy by lofingfomefew Tears 
of Bondage. 

To which let me fubjoin : If Pity were ever criminal, 
it is to feel it for a young Man, whp inheriting a great 
Eftate, enjoying a large Reputation, defcending to him 
from the Aftions of his Father, advanced by his Prince . 
to Honours He never merited, and who wanting no- 
thing but common Prudence to make him happy, aban-? 
dons himfelf to Ingratitude and Sedition ^ and is a me- 
lancholy Example of a young Proftitute^ with all the 
Vices peculiar to Age. And let the True Briton 
take heed, or his Years of Bondage may precede the 
Commencement of his Eternal Fame. 

Poverty was far from being efteemed a Crime, in the 
beginning of the Roman Commonwealth*^ but, what 
would they have thought of a Man in thofe vertuoua 
Times, who had confum'd even his little Paternal Field, * 
much more a great Eftate, by Extravagancies ? 

The Anfwer of the Old Roman to the Samnite Am- 
haffador is very fine : That he rather chofe to live on 
Roots in the mofi humble Manner ^ than to eat luxurionjly^ 
by facrificing the ^ublick Caufe. The Roman talk'd in 
Gharafter : But if I am not mifinform'd, the Trve 
Briton's Conftitution is not habituated to fuch cooling 
Diet 5 and that rich Wines and high-feafon'd Ragoufts, 
fupply the place of Vegetables and meer Element, 

There 
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There is* one Fatality fcems to attend this Author^ 
that after all his declaiming againft the W^>&/g5, and the 
prefent Adminiftration, he is forced to have recourfe to 
Men afting upon the fame Principles^ for Exauiples of 
Publick Spirit. ifCiNo William, RtJssBL^ ana Sid- 
key , liv d and dy 'd Defenders of the Caufe of Liberty; 
I. am afraid His King will fcarcefor^ve him for thefe 
Heretical Examples. 

I am no way^ furpriz'd to find him fo indulgent to the 
private Vic6» of Men : Self-Love,. of all Paffioflsr, i» 
the moft prevalent. 

As to his infamous Ufag^ of the Great Man whom 
he would point out by th© Title of Perdinando ^ Ci c eko 
experienced the fame upon the like Account in his Titne : 
He complains that Envy and Reproa^ch were the Reward 
of doing worthy Aflions J and his JELeconipence forpre- 
ferving the Commonwealth, was Abufes from all the 
abandon'd Profli^tes of Rome, Had the other Great 
V^^i fat quietly, and no ways' obftruSed the Pretender's 
Meafures, he would, no doubt, have beeh efteem'd a- 
great and worthy Patriot by theTKuE Briton and hir 
feditious Crew. 

The Piety and Learaing, Infe^lty and Loyalty of 
that worthy Prelate ^ whom he impudently nickfiames, ^6 
fuiS&cient Excellcaacies to exalperatfe this Libeller ^5 and? 
if he had Ingenuity enough to declare his real* Senti- 
naentsj he knows the only Cri^ne of this ^emplary 'Ma» 
is, that he enjoys th^ forfeited See of a Traitor. 

The Figure of calling Meft of Age and Experience 
OldWomen^ is fuch threadbare Ribaldry,.that I believe?* 
there is fcarce a Boy in the lo\)Uer Part of Wefimiiifier- 
School^ but has made ufeof it with as great Sticce& as 
the polite Author of theTntJE BhiTon^ 

T^he humhle "Petition of all the rich tmmrfiedWmen 
of Great Sritain^ is an audacious, thouj^ an impotent^ 
Lib^ upon the Commons of Enolan'd : Aiid he canf 
hope for no Security from the Refentttjent of an injtfr'd 
Parliaments unlefs it be upon account rf bis In£g^ 
nificancy. 

Take what this Author fays of t\iQ Ro?naH6atholicks 
and Nonjurors out oi his infipid Ironyv and 'this is hi$ 
ipanper of arguing. It is unreafonable, it is a Hard- 
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K-j. ^tf BRITON, 1, 

fliip, it is Perfecution, it is Dragooning, to make the 
reftlefs Enemies of the Government contribute any 
thing towards defraying the extraordinary Expences, 
which they themfelves make nccellary for the Defence 
of our ^Protefiant Subjefts. 

What Calamities may im not expeEfy if ever aw 
fiiould fee fnch a Man in ^ower^ 'wbo 'would make fib- 
nefiy, a fufficient Crime^ and improbabk Innuendo* i a 
legal Evidence^. 

I cannot encourage the True Briton to be wholly 
eafy upon this account 5 for though his Honefty will ne- 
ver be imputed to him as a Crime, yet Jhe may (uflfer^ 
not from improbable y but from h\$ palpable Innuendoes. 

Great Writers are generally fond of fome particular 
Figure of Rhetor ick: Irony feems to be the Darling of 
our Author, which he manages with fuch fii>galar De- 
licacy, as none can^ equal, except the Females oS^Sih 
Ungrate. The Artifice he perpetually makes uft oi^ 
to evade the Giarge of Treafon and Sedition, is every 
day praftis'd by Scolds, to avoid the Difcipline of the 
tDuckif^'Stool. Says, the Ghafte, or the Honeft, but 
CholerickOyfter-Woman, * My Children are my^ Huf- 

* band's, I never robb'd my Neighbour.' To which 
her Antagonift replies, * I never was drunk with Ge- 

• neva, the whole Market knows I never beat Heipp.* 
And thiis they go on, abufing each other in the Nega- 
tive, Notbttt that this Pigttre maybe as foccofefalfy 
managed in the Affirmative 5 as fuppofe I were to fay, 
TheAiithor of theTRUE Bb^iton is. a Man of Cou- 
rage, a great OEconomifl, puoftual-ta his Word, a 
good Paymafter, a Defamer of no Man, a loyal Subjeft 
to lLitifi^G£OIiGJEy a Lover of • bis Country, an.in^ 
partial Writer, and above all, a.P«ribnof an ui^iemi(h'd 
Reputations 1 would fain know. Whether he would 
have the Gratitude to diank me fer fo ample and fo juft 
a Praife ? 

Towards the Clefe of-Msl^Prrdaf^ Paper, he pre- 
fents his Readers with the following Rant: InJjQyalty 
I'xUl have no Superior ^^ ktt am ready- to die ftrWt 
King, 'whenever hisCaufi requires it. Whereupon I 
humbly requeft of him, and hi^Readcrs-j not to take it 
amifs^ if Iappearaa«aad0u&:fiN^'MY'K.iNG^ as hp does 
fcrHis, In 
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In this Paper, the Writer it feems had fo far exhauft- 
cd his Spirits, that he fails faft aflcep in the Poft- 
fcriptj where he fays, When Cacafogo fretends tQ 
difiurbusy Notice- of his Character Jhall be given to the 
^uHick in the True Briton.* Now, according to 
hi? own Chroriology, his Sfanifi Manufcrip fpeaks of 
Perfons and Tran&Sions at leaft a Century ago : How 
^hen Ihould Cacafogo pretend to difturbhimi Or 
after defeming the Living, would he calumniate a 
Ghoft ? But thus it is, Great Wits have fhort Me- 
mories. 

' I thank my Correfppndent for the following fhort Let- 
.ter from t\icSath, and ftiould be glad to hear frequent- 
ly from that Quarter. 

SIR, 

Mr old Mafter fays in one of his Papers, that hts 
private Vices affe£l no body but himfilf: ajfure 
Vim from me^ they give great 2)ifquiet to his Creditors^ 
and m(^^ particularly to^ 

SIR, 
Bath, Aug. Tour humble Servant, 

17. 1723. . ' John Steer. 



The BRITON. 



Hie adeo his Rebus^ Annulusfuit initium^ inveniundis. 
\ Tcren. 

Wednefdayy Auguil li. 1723. 

MY Readers may obferve, that I am now <;omc up 
with, I cannpt fay mine, but my Country's Ad- 
verfary ; So that they may expeft I fhall, every Wednef 
ifay^ tajee his twp preceding Papers to task. But I fear 

.the 
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the True Briton has a Defign to fiarve his Antago- 
nifis, who write for Praife and Pence, by his fame Same- 
neJfeSy and refeated Repetitions. Publick Spirit, Pa- 
triotifm, Penfions, Pains and Penalties, with other po- 
pular Cries, without any .Argument aianexed to them» 
are the Thorough-Bals to his whole Defcant of Scurri- 
lity. His Stile likewife is uniform : And he feems (a9 
I have already obferv'd) to think, that Irony in Writing, 
like Pronunciation in Oratory, includes all other Per- 
feftions. 

But for once, let me advife him to cafl off this thin, 
though coarfe Difguife 5 and not pleafe his Party by 
halves, who long to hear him fpeak out. Let him 
roundly affirm, that a ^ofifi Pretender is our Rightful 
King J that the Proteftant Religion is Heretical 5 that 
Subjeyls have no juft Claim to Liberty 5 and inftead of 
faying in his dull Drollery, that the Prefent Minifters 
are Wife, and Uncorrupt 5 that the Prefent Parliament 
have had the createft Regard to Jufiicein all their Pro- 
ceedings 5 and that the People have nothing to fear 
while his Majefty is upon the Throne : Let him give 
us Fads which fhow that the Minifters are corrupt, and 
unadvifed 5 that the Parliament has proceeded in an 
Unparliamentary Way 5 and that the People can never 
be fccure, till the 1>roteftant Smceffion is overthrown. 

J^io one (fays the True Briton) can be fo mali* 
cious or iveak as to imagine here is any Reflexion in- 
tended upon any Gentleman who has the Honour to be 
entrufled with the Care of the National Revenue. It 
would be injurious to fuppofe that a Cenjhre upon Jfiro- 
lowers would refleB upon Sir Is kac Nhwton, or a 
yeft upon ^lacks affront a Mead or a Friend. Why 
will you be at the expence of this unneceffary Civility? 
, Is any one ignor^t of your remarkable Candour and 
Deference to Perfons in high Stations, and Offices of 
Truft? We are fenfible the perfonated CharaQers in 
your Spanifh Memoirs have no reference to any great 
Man now living^ fuch a Suppofition would be equally 
injurious, as to imagine what the Briton has ludi- 
croufly faid of the Author of the True Briton, 
/hould bear hard upon a Mofl Illuftrious , or that there 
is any Similitude between 3, Patrician Garreteer^ and a 
Kobleman inheriting a great Eftate. Tho 



Digit 



zed by Google 



j4 23^/? BRIT or N«>4. 

tint Excheauer (to clofe in with thris extravagant 
Surmifer) mm neceflarily have the Pretender's InterdSl 
fo much at hearty thatfnrely it would not furprize any 
one if they had i^Eued out fuch aTrifle as 250,000 A 
fet the Support of his Caufe. And where could they 
have pitch d upon a moue V^P^^ Perfon totranfaft thidt 
A£&ir» than the late loyal mibofof Rocbefier^, I hope 
the T»TJft Baiton will eatcofe me for giving the Re- 
ference in this Bufinefi of Remittmce to the Prelate 5 
confidering, his own Party are too well appriz*d of thit 
great Winter's Honefty andO£conomy to confide in him 
as a Sanher. 

Euery one*s general €haraBer ({ays this fiigc youi^ 
Man) is Ibis befi Defence. My deaar Friend, in yo«r 
JErrata at the bottom of your next Paper, afiure the 
World, that this Scrap of Wifdora was printed by Mi- 
ftake $ incur not the heinous Sin of Self-Murder. 

The Bill fcr infliflinff certain Pains and Penalties on 
the late Ccwjfpirators, nath given great and grievous 
Oflfence to the Taua Briton and his Correfpondents. 
Cicero, in the Tinw of the Catilinarian Oonfpiracy^ 
having apprehended fevcral of the moft eminent Tray- 
tors, tor the greater Expedition and Security, firft im- 
Sifbwed, and afterwards executed them, only upon a 
ecrcc of the Senate. Wh^wipon Chdms (the Taua 
Roman) through his Intereft with the Populace, pro- 
cured a Law to be pafled, that all thofe fhould be im- 
peach'd, who had put to death any Citizen of Rome^ 
without the Judgment of the People, and the Fonna- 
lity of a Trial. The fatal Coi^quence of this Law, 
was, the Banifhment of Cicero, and the Ruin of 
that Commonwealth the True Briton feems fo 
fond of. 

His lafl Frid^h Paper begins with this remarkable 
Piece of Intelligence : Oaths are at frefent the cwi- 
m^n ConverJa$i(m of all CoFFEt-HorsEs, andy "xbat is 
morb extraordinary f of all the Tea-Tarles in Toim. 
Would not any one conclude from thefe Words, tb^ 
Gentlemen and Ladies had univerfally abandoned them- 
felves to profene Swearing? That the Fair Sex had 
taken up the caft-off Vices of !Brag(m2S ? And that our' 
Cojj^e-Jioufe Politicians were become, finer Gentlemen 
^ - than. 
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$han the P^AKi^(>& Captains ? But fuch i$ coir Au- 
tW's Singularity, that he very /cldom means what bis 
JExprei^ops ijnjppct, ^n Improvcm^t in Style peculiar 
to hixnfelf. 

I d,m tpjd, ^twi<hfian4ing his Knight-Errantry in 
DiBfence ojf the Ladies, thev will never admit of hini 
as their Champion, till he /news fome Regard for Ofie^ 
whoni i;he L.aws both of Honour and Society obUge 
him to cl I manner. 

This (j da^ he fhall not 

snp^chf^fe Papers, becaufb 

ti^e Jf^em d, and fuch as 

ff^iU nam to his Friends. 

XQ4eed> J of diat Stamp^ 

tba( the ' to be, the bet* 

t^ jthey w^MjiM iAice bim« 'i be Aiioclate they valuo 
mpft, and who j^s iktefl &r their Purpqfes, ij a Perfoo 
vrbo k troMJbJcd with no Qualms, either of Honour or 
Cco^icj^ilQe. I ftaJl therefore go on, Week after Weelr, 
to endear him more and more to his Party 3 hopii^, 
if he can b^ave patience to wait a little time, to make 
Him d^e Idol or all the feditioi^ Spirits in the Na«> 
lion. 

To ^tify his Ambition then, What can more recom- 
pi^pd thi$ y(9M^ A<;complice to Men of defperate For^ 
tunes, than to obienre to them, that he has no fettled 
K^ti^v^ of M^n juid Things 5 or (which will ferve their 
tuna as well) iJiat b^ ijs not afhamed of contradiding 
hmfk^f in th^ Face of the Publick. One while, he 
thinks Ae Punifhment infliSed on the late Somh-Se^^ 
JDir^ors, tpQ little for thdr Denaerits ^ another while, 
he thinks the fame Punifhment a Hardfhip. One Day 
he applauds the Whigs, as the great Aflertors of Eng- 
/(/& Liberty 5 and within feven Days after, he calls 
them Villains, Plunderers, SS?^. and fayi^ the Tories axe 
the only Perfons who aft with Honefty. 

I agree with the True Briton, that rbe 2)eatbof 
Queen Anne left this Kingdom in a- more free and 
happy State than her Acceffion found it. And why ! 
becaufe, after her Death, honeft • Men were no longer 
in fear left the Protectant Succeffion fhould be de- 
feated. But I cannot agree with his Worthy Friend 

AS. 
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A* S* who (ays, ST/^tf Roman Catholick Nonconformity 
may be jufily /aid to be purely Religious. What judi- 
cious Proteftant does not know, that their Noncon£)r- 
mity is at leaft as much Political as Religious^ if next 
more ? And does not their very acknowledging the 
Supremacy of the Pope, record them, as it were, Ene- 
mies to a Proteftant King ? 

I have been very pofitive in affirming, that the Wri- 
ter of the True Briton is (in our vulgar Phrafe) the 
Ringleader of the Jacobites. I Ihall now difclofe to 
him, and my Readers, how I came to find out this Se- 
cret, even before he commenc'd Author. In order to 
this, I muft obferve, that Seals and Rings have beea 
(and are ftill) of great Ufe in the difcovering of G>n- 
fpirators. Many of the Catilinarian Q)nfpirators were 
difcovered by this means 5 feveral anonymous Letters 
were feiz'd, which the Senate could make nothing of, 
till they had accurately examined the Seals, In the 
Time of Anthony's Profcription, a certain profcribed 
Roman Knight difguifed himfelf in the Habit of a 
Slave, and had efcaped concealM, if the Ring he wore 
uppn his Finger, peculiar to Roman Knights, had not 
betray 'd him. By a fmall Token of the like nature, 
did I find out the Perfon I now write againft, even 
when under the Difguife of a Whig: He has long fince 
worn, and to this Day \vears a Ring in which is the 
Pretender's Image j this Ring he received from the 
Hands of His King 9 and bv it he is (as it were) 
wedded to his Interefts. Gyji^es had a Ring, that, when- 
ever he pleas'd, render'd him invifible , whereas the 
Ring ofthisfhallow Politician, reveals himfelf, and his 
whole Intentions to every Beholden 
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No V. 

T5&<f B R I T O N. 

EufoliSy atque CratinuSy Arifiofhanefque ^oetd^^ 
At que aliiy quorum Comosdla frifca Vtrorum eji 5 
Si quiserat dignus defcribiy quod mains ^ am fur ^ 
^od Machmforety autficariuSy ant alioqui 
Famofus 5 multa cum Libert ate notahant. Hor. 

jre^«^y2/^jy, September 4. 1723. 



I 



Have effeftually recommended the Tatrician Li- 
beller to his faftious, and profligate Friends, the For^ 
lorn Hope of the Pretender $ many of whom ( I doubt 
not) have by this time, pay'd their Homage to his Ring, 
which he will one day wifh he had never worn : At the 
fa^ie time, I have decypher'd his paft, and his future 
Writings to the credulous honeft Men 1 who might other- 
wife have gone on in the Miftake of imagining his Ho^ 
nour to be a bold Stickler for the^Good ot his Country, 
Let not my Readers be furpriz'd, that I have taken 
the Motto to his Monday*^ Dumefs for my own Ufe. 
Had he known the Meaning of it, he never could have 
thought it proper for his Purpofe. He forgets (or ne- 
ver knew) that Aristophanes was a very witty, but 
very profligate Poet 5 whom the Oppofers of Equity, 
Juftice, and good Government in AthenSy had inlifted 
into their Service, and employ 'd him to level his Talent 
of Ridicule againft Socrates 3 than whom, perhaps, 
a better, or more publick-fpirited Man never lived in 
any State. Had the True Briton as great a Share 
of this Comedian's Wit, as he has of his Vatriotifin^ 
no ^reat and good Man would be able to live in quiet 
fernim. 

It is well known to every Youth bred in a Publick 
School, (an Advantage which this over-grown Boy ne- 

C ver 
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ver had) that the Old Comedy degenerated into fo in- 
famous a Licentioufhefs, that it was at lafl thought ne- 
ceffiiry to retrain it by Law. And as the Stage m 
jlthens ftood in need of a Regulation, fb does the Prefi 
in London : and yet, there may be ample Liberty al- 
low'd to every Mata 6f S^e ind Hoodfiy, and to every 
well-meaning Blockhead, to publifli his Notions can- 
didly on any Subje£l which the Writer ihall think may 
tend to the WeHare of a Free People. 

To this kt me add, that he ends his Week's Labour 

as he began itj giving the Town another very pat 

Piece of Raillery out of Horatcey wherein the Satirift 

defcribes jufl fuch a wrong-headed widced Fellow as 

. himfelf, ajid concludes him to be ftark mad. 

Having fhewn the True Briton whirt an unlucky 
Choice he has made of his Motto's^ I ftiall beftow fome 
Pains in pointing out to hhn fome of the many Abfur- 
dities ccHitain'd in his Papers : Remarking firfl, that his 
Motto* s and his Seditious Homilies never have any Re- 
lation one to the other. 

Many Writers have been cahimnigrted by their Adver- 
feries ; but furely this is the firft InftaiKe of an Author's 

Jmbliftiing twkc a Week Libels upcm himfelf, partly in 
!Iompofitions of his own, and partly in Letters from his 
thrice ingenious Correfpondents, which, from the Si- 
militude of Stile, I am apt to imagine may be likewife 
his ovm. ^Perjurers^ ( fays his Obedient Humble Ser- 
vant H, Af.) and fuch as procure andfuborn them^ are 
certainty the mofi reprobate ef Men. All Mankind 
Jhonld avoid the leafl Commerce with them^ as of Verjons 
infeSied : I'here is nothing Safe they cannot undertake 5 
andwhat isimrfe^ bm 'U)hat they mil undertake^ tofa- 
tiate their Malice ^ or promote their Inter eft ^ or that of 
their Employers : I 'would therefore beg this deteftdbie 
Vice maybe the SubjeEl ofyottr Maflerly Satire. A vciy 
obliging Requeft indeed ! when k fhdtll be cofijider'd, 
that tills greatt Matter of Satire ha^iRvom Allegiance to 
King George, and yet employs the Stretch rf Ms 
weak AbiHtics to fubyert his Govemmei^t, and to vi^ 
allhis Friends and his Minifters: And for what? Why, 
truly, to fati ate his own^ Malice^ or to pr$mote his In- 
ter efi^ or that of his Employers. 
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The True SritoN) in his FridaysV^LfCtj very fo- 
kmnly afliires us^ thaf m living CharaSers are^ vr can be 
there fointedst, A Fortnight ago I fhould not have rely'd 
on hi« Word 5 but I find this Author has ftill fo much In- 
genuitv (or fo littk IntYefidity') about him, that he is 
Hot in/ei^ble pf Corredion 5 and that by my wholefome 
Caftigations, he is reduced to a better Temper of Mind, 
atid to (bme Sort pf Conddcenfion to his Superiors. I 

^ueftion not but in a little time I ftiall make him the beft- 
red Libeller alive 5 and that whenever he is incHn'd to 
indulge his natural Talent of Scurrility, he will here- 
afti^ chufe to couch it as harnJefly as may be, in the 
Epiftles of his learned Frietid Z. ^T. As to my Mufhroon 
Performances, as he very ingenioufly ftiles them, there 
ii this Happinefs at leaft attends them, that I am in no 
dread of their being retaamber'd hereafter : And my 
Printer aflures me, he ileeps in quiet. 

Kow, I /hall prefent the Publick with a Specimen of 
this Writer'* PedetratiiKi in Natural Philofophy, and his 
fublime Mantier of Thinking, in the following Words : 
^here have been Grandees only remarkable by their 
Grtaffiefij 'and their Greatnefs has been all without them z 
f^hey refmtble certain fruit lefs Mountains infome ^arts 
of the Worlds 'suhich I have been i«, 'which produce nei- 
ther Herb nor ^lant. 7%eyfeem to touch Heaven 'with 
their fitttely ^ops^ yetfirve the Earth for no manner of 
Ufe t>r Scmfit at all ; 7'herefore their Sterility makes 
their Height accurs'd. This it is to examine only the 
Surface oT Things: It is well known, that barren, high 
Mountains (as this Traveller calls them) are frequently 
ftor'd With hidden Treafures j with Quarries ot Stone, 
and Minerals of feveral Sorts 5 which are Productions as 
ufeful to Mankind, in great Cities, as any they reap 
from the moft fertile Lands. Not to mention, that high 
Mountains do in many Places pour down Waters in abun-p 
dance to refrefh the Valleys : and are accurfed by no 
Man, who is not ignorant of theWifdomof the Creation. 
As to the Sublimity of this Huge Simile^ it confifts ei- 
ther in talking of fomewhat very high, or in its Unlike- 
ne6 5 and a Steeple would have ferv'd his turn much 
better. So that the whole of this Paragraph is, I will not 
iay^ a Mafs, or a Heap, but a Mountain ot Nonfenfe. 

C a Thf:r$ 



Digit 



zed by Google 



20 Tjbe BKITON. N*' f. 

T'here have been always and in all Governments^ fame 
tmixorthy ^erfons exalted to Grandeur. The True 
Brjton is a notCH-ious Inftance of this Misfortune inci- 
dent to Governments 5 and left his Ingratitude to the 
Prince who exalted him fhould be forgotten, his Cor- ' 
refpondent Z. T. with great Difcernment, chufes to libel 
his honour'd Mafter, rather than a fingle Overfight in 
the prefent Government fhould pafs unremember'd. 
What this accurate Writer means by dumb Authority, 
I own is beyond my Comprehenfion 5 and it may be 
coupled with another Elegancy of his, ouhich runs thus : 
private Men oftentimes fall on their Legs. Have Men 
in publick Stations then no Legs to fupport them ? Or 
are private Men only of the Cat Kind^. Return moft 
Gallant Hotfpur from the North 5 let not your noble 
Courage be cajl down^ rcvi&t this Metropolis ^ the Scztof 
your Renown 5 disband your j^lfhabetical Correfpon- 
dents^ comfort your defponding Friends 5 and renew 
that bold Spirit of ^atriotifm^ which firft endear'd you 
to them t And perhaps your Writings, perifhingas they 
are, may furvive your felf. 

Mr. Z. T- fays, Princes (to which let me add Au- 
thors likewife) Jhould make a ftriS Enquiry into the 
'Abilities of thoje they employ 5 they fhould not fufer 
themfelves to be led by Occafion^ but take for their Inftru- 
^mentsfiich as are able^ notftich asjland nexty or firft offer 
themfelves. I can no ways account for the Patrician's 
Choiceof his Journeymen, unlefs (as a late Author fays to 
his Antagonift) he afts upon the Principles of Humility, 
and in Imitation o^^l Roman Cuftom, that when a Con- 
ful triumph'd, he fuflfer'd a Slave to ride with him in 
his Chariot. 

This Paper is the firft wherein the True Briton 
makes any Profeflion of Religion 5 and here, indeed, he 
turns a Compiler of LitanieSy and prefents us with the 
following ColleEl : Lord I turn aivay from all States an 
Evil, ivhich is the Caufe of fo many other Evils ! 2)e- 
ny not Sovereign princes that Spirit of ConduEi ivhicb 
is fit for them to govern by I Give them Underfianding to 
connfel themfelves welly and to chufe their Cotmfellors as 
fhy ought. Amazing Change ! The Prefident of the 
Hell fire Club takes up the Chair of the Preacher 5 and 

no 
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no doubt Religion, enforc'd by the exemplary Life and 
Charafler of the True Briton, muft have a migh- 

2 Weight upon the Minds of all pious, and well-difpo- 
d Perfbns. 




No. VI. 

T2?<? B R I T O N. 



Kudh indigeftaqtie Moles. Ovid. 
Wednefday^ September ii, 1723. 



1"*HE True Briton feems, of late, to have utter- 
ly and fhamefiiUy abandoned the Care of hh Dear 
Country^ and to have turn'd it entirely over to the Vi- 

?ilance of his obliging Correfpondents 5 a Nameleji 
!rew of Scribblers, whom he marks for his Own , as 
the Country People mark their Sheep with T'ljoo Great 
Letters. Amongft thefe Animals, Z. T. bears the moft An- 
gular Mark of DiftinSion 5 and by the Oddnefs of it, one 
would imagine, the Creature is vain of his Badge, and 
thinks there is Wit and Humour in the Fag-End of an 
Alphabet. If the Patron of thefe Starvelings of the 
Prefs has a more Favourite Journeyman undignify'd, he 
may lavi/h yet more Wit and Humour upon him by En- 
nobiing him with the fuperlative Oddity of an £?r. 

I have all along wonder'd how the Coffe^-houfes can 
have the Patience to bear with a Succeffion of Half- 
Sheets^ fiird with frivolous Declamation, dull Repeti- 
tion, Common-Place Topicks, grofs Prevarication, in- 
correft Thinking, improper Diftion, Tinfel Rhetorick, 
and felfe Grammar 5 in a word , with a meer Grtih- 
fireet Paper, fit only to amufe Porters and Draymen, 
over Ale and Tobacco in a Cellar, But fuch is the de- 

C 3 praved 
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praved Tafte of the Age, that Impudence, Cakmny, 
and Sedition, (how clumzily foever cxprefs'd^ pals ior 
Wit and Spirit, with all thofe, who fehdom read but in 
^Coffee-hoiife. 

This Confideration put me once upon reCrtving to un- 
dergo the Fatigue of culling out the moft choice and re- 
markable 7)tUneJfes^ which givefo great a Weight to the 
Performances oi this Author : But I muft conftfe, my 
Refolution flagged under the Load 5 and I quitted my 
JDefigP^ when I had tranfiently view'd his plentiful Ma- 
gazine of Lum^Ver 5 the T^ntlit Patt of wH^ch (with the 
Addition of proper Remarks) cannot be pack'd up in 
Ten Sheets. Neverthelefs, for the Inftruftion (or at 
leaft, for the Shame and Confufion) of his ignorant Ad- 
mirers 5 I Ihall lay before them (referring to the par- 
ticular Taragrafhs) a few Samples of uncommon Inge- 
nuity, as they lie difperfed throi^h his laft Monday Se- 
ve72'night's Entertainment. 

Paragr. *:,. If he cafis hut a Puferfic'ml J^e o^i the 
lofty Flights of the Favourites of ^rinces^ how in ef- 
fe& they manage All the Reins of the G$vernmenti 
though their Mafers fit in the Saddle y &€. 

Were it not, that this is a folid 9lock of well-corn- 
pafted Novfenjiy on which a Critick might employ a 
whole Page in Folio j I could fhew my Friend (whom I 
take to be fomewhat dull of Apprehcnfion) that by tte 
Phrafe of difuperficial Eye^ an intelligent Reader wiU 
fee mthhalf an Eye^^ that he has but a vtty fiiferficial 
Km'wkdge in the Ufe of Words. To pafs over this 5 cei*- 
tainly we caft an Eye up to (not on) the lofty Flights of 
siny ffigh-FlyerSy whether Favourites^ orFalamSy or 
^ack'dait'S. But then this Amendment will produce 
another Intfrofriety : For, we do not caft a JUf$rfitial 
Eye uf to any great Height : Therefore, he had a,s good 
fiick to on 'y and then. Lofty Flights need only ta be 
taken for a Surface^ or fomething that lies level to> €dt 
a little above or below, the Eye: and thus, & muAof 
the Sentence may pais for Englijb^. Next, comesc tka 
Prince (or Mafter) fitting in the Saddle 5 and his Fa- 
vourites, managing ali the Reins of Government. Hd«r» 
then, fliali w,e difpofe of thefe managitig Favourites I 
Are they on Foot ^ or on Wing^ a^ ie inrimalfd ia Ufty 

Flight s\ 
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acquired Fortune $ who (we may imagine) makes her 
Entrance in a monftrous Hoop- Petti coat, giving a loud 
Crack with her Fan 5 and crying, Out you fDo-W^, to 
the old-fafhion'd Matron. And their too rank Prefer- 
ment ftijks their Honefly : Here I am at a lofs to know, 
whether Rank alludes to Smells, or to the Luxuriancy 
of any Kinds of Herbage, or to both : Wherefore Im^ 
partiality requires, we mould allow the Writer to chufe 
for himlelf. Firft then, as to Smells : Preferment is 
offenfive to the Noftrils of a True Briton 5 Ho- 
nefiy flops her Kofe at it; otit upon this filthy Lucr^y 
/he cries ; flie gafps after Poverty 5 (he expires ; ftie is 
flifled. But then, does not Preferment ^Sy^^.-^^ imply 
fomewhat of Exaltation^ or a rifing from a lower Sta- 
tion to a higher? And, are we not ufually freer from 
noifome Stenches in proportion as we afcend ? So that 
the AUufion to Smells muft be given up ; unlefi this 
iGentlemaii will ingenuoufly own, that he by Experience 
knows, the higheft Apartments to be (Figuratively 
fpeaking) too rank preferments. Now as to rank 
Growths. Here too rank preferment is a great Plenty 
of thriving Weeds, which flifle (or over-run, or choak) 
the Corn, alias th« Honefly of the Courtier : Or, other- 
wife, too rank preferment is a rich ^afiure^ or a Field 
of Clover^ (fbr Courtiers have lived in Clover y Time out 
of Mind) and the little Dw^r{ Honefly (like Tom "ithumb) 
is loft, isbury'd, is flifled, in the Grafs. Laftly, if he 
contends for a twofold Allufion 5 we may take this un- 
fa vCury, and over- luxurious Preferment for a Thicket 
j^if I may be indulg'd a little in Metaphor) of Hemlock^ 
and leave the Honefly of Courtiers to be doubly fmo-' 
tlber*d in it; So that ever after ^ as Courtiers ^ they muft 
aim only to advance their o-wn Interefi : Even here, if 
my Friend aims at Propriety ^ he is wide of the Mark : 
But I grow impatient to come to the Clofe of this la-r 
bour'd Period. Jiidblow up fomefhort-Md Sparks to 
^arm their Private Fingers ^ out of the Public k 
JIfies of their ruined Country. Or I am very much mi*? 
ftaken, or our Spark has, by this one Puff, blown him^ 
Jblfup for a Writer. It is a Sounce of Oratory, fuffici- 
ent to make the moft Lethargick Readers ftart: And 
yet ferioufly confidcr'd, what fublimer Image does this 

Flaitu- 
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Flatulency of Diftion convey to a Man in his Senfes 
t|>an that of a poor Apple -woman, fitting at her Stall 
in a ftiarp Froft, and warming her Fingers over a Pan 
of Small Coal ? 

Paragr. 10. Such as have a Regard to Honefly 
'oxmld not frecifitate themfelves into Vublick Jffairs^ 
and ftand gaping like greedy Camelions^ to be puffed up 
mththe tainted Jir of haughty and luxurious Court s^ 
^bere Interefi can fcarcely be preferv'd (unleji by Mi- 
racle) withotit a Ship'xreck of Confcience. Here we 
have precipitate Men, ftanding with their Mouths wide 
open, in the midft of Publick Affairs 5 Ca?nelions puf- 
fed up with tainted Airi Haughty and Luxurious 
Coujrts $ a Shipwreck, and confequently a Sea 5 two 
PafTengers, Interefi and Confcience^ adrift on Shipboard 5 
one of which (without a Miracle) muft periln in the 
Storm. Never, fure, 45d any Painter affemble fuch an 
exquifite Medley of Figures into one little Table ! And 
authorized by fb greajt a Mafier of Compofition , it will 
be no monftrous CatacbrefiSj if I fay, this Piece of a 
Sentence is a Camelton, puffed up 'with the mofi hungry 
and refined Sir of Nonfenfe. 

But, were I to dwell upon the remaining Abfurdities 
that lie before me, I fhould tire myfelf, as well as my 
Readers. Wherefore I fhall only tranfcribe fome of 
them, and leave every one at liberty to criticize for 
himfelf. 

Paragr. 1 1. What then fhall isne fay of thofe porten- 
tous Meteors^ *which fometimes blaze in that fuperior 
Orb, and like noxious Exhalations drawn up by the 
'wanton Seams of Favour, from the Slime and Filth of 
the Worlds prefage more Calamities, than a Cornet^ to^ 
thofi Nations in which they appear. 

Paragr. 12. Infolenk Giants i that combat with dif- 
play-d Colours , the Authority of Fundamental Laws, 
and all Methods of Jufiice I who in the Government of a 
State, produce fDeJigns, form' d for its Ruin, and fatten 
upon the Vitals if exhaufied Provinces I To compleat 
his Rage againfl thefe Mifcreants, who fatten upon^^^r- 
ted Vrovinces^ he ihbnld have called them Hottentots 
in Politicks. 

Paragr. 
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Panigrl 1 3. Trinces and Great Men are born eft-timei 
'mith excellent ^alities, and are like calm and Halcyon 
Seas, filled loitfo Riches and loiter, that migkt do good 
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' "^ 11 Thifigt we dare 5 

Stii m>uUmt 'miUingly offend the Fair. 

Hannibari Overthrow. 

Wedmfday^ September 18, 1725. 

T Shall (ay nothing concerning the tmo Allowing Let* 
-l ters, their good Senfe will fufiiciently recommend 
them to every judicious Reader. 

SIR, 
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S I Ry 

T% Eading in the True Briton the Petition rf fie 
jIS^ rich unmarried Women of Great Britain to the Ho- 
mmrable Houfe of Commons ^ I was at firft deeply afiec- 
ted with the .Complaints of tbofe tender Creatures^ 
whofe (lighteft Inquietudes give roe a fenfible Concern^ 
for their being throWn into a terrible Confiernation to 
hear that the Parliament had fo little confiderM the 
Delicacy of their Natures, as to oblige them to Jo un- 
ufual a Thing as Snoearing. Whereupon I was detcrmin'd 
tor the Sake 6f myfeif, a« well as of the Ladies, to ju- 
ftify the Proceedings of the Houfe of Commons, (where- 
in as a Member I was concerned) at the feme time that 
I ftiew'd how groundlefe their Caufes of Petition are, 
and what an ungi a^e&l Return they have made to a Set 
of People who have always Jhewn thcmfclve* the md[l 
forward in a ^ublickj as ij|fewife in a ^Private Charac- 
ter, to adjuft and make eafy their Af&irs. 

In the firft place you declare, that you are noitjenfible 
that you have been guilty of any AElions or Expr^tons 
that can Whig you under a Sufpicion ef^Jloyalty to the 
Government. Mifles, for Shame! who tauj^t you to 
tell fuch horrible Fibbs? Then you fay, that you have 
raised and lowered your Heads j ham foew^d your befk 
Ctoaths and Jirs on Sirth-NightSj &c. 

It is remarked by all the Hiftorians I have ever read, 
that m all Governments, and in all Ages, you del^hted 
in frequent Variations of your Drefs : Neither do f fiad 
they reckon'd it boded Harm, or Good to a State,^^^ 
more than the Progndlications of the late ingenious 
Mr. P A R T R 1 B6 E. As to your feeding your beA Cloaths 
and Airs on Sirtb-HigbtSj Sec. this is fb fijlaciousa 
Method of proving your Loyalty, Aat you are meer 
LatittHtinarians la this, rcfpea 5 for it is my mvate 
Opinion, that theie is not a Prince of wbuerer Religi- 
on, Policy, or Cok>ur, from Lapland xq the Eaft^IndieSy 
but to whom you would make the fame Qftentfttion of 
your Allegiance. 

The next Complaint you make, is indeed fb very vul- 
gar, that I was iurjni&'d that the rich unmarried W(h 
men of Great Britain Ihould think it any Hardfhip, that 

the 
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the Parliament would not permit them to wear Callico 
for their Under-^etticoats. The waiting Gentlewomen 
prevaird upon you to infert this Complaint. And was 
1 not afraicl of carrying you too far into the abftrufe Sub- 
jeft of Trade, ana how much of late Years it is advan- 
ced $ I could make you fenfible, that you ought to have 
beena(ham*d long ago of ftanding in need of the In- 
terpofition of the Hmfe oi Commons^ to prevent yoafrom 
demeaning yourfelves fo much, as to wear fo uncofily a 
Drefs as Callico. 

¥ou would mightily oblige me by letting me under- 
ftand what important Alteration in the Cut y'your Sleeve 
at prefent takes up your Time 5 that I may be better 
qualify'd to judge, whether fuch an Innovation in your 
Gown will make the World Reparation, for the Lois of 
your keen Debates, and learned Enquiries into the ^ofe\ 
Authority^ or t\i^^^ifiin£liom of Indefeafibl:^ Heredi- 
tary ^ -eiVi^ Parliamentary Right, 

In the next Paragraph you appear in Charafter, awd 
roundly tax us with an unequitable Procedure to load you 
ivith double 'Taxes for 2)ififfe£lion^ fince Loyalty does 
not qualify you for the Profits of State Offices : At^d 
then very Womanly expeft a Confideration , for the 
Trouble we put you to in Swearings fviz.) That you may 
he imfoijoefd tofend^arliament-Women to theUoufSy or 
at leaft that one of the Secretaries of State may be of your 
Sex 5 or to come in for a Share in the ^ojls of the Army. 
In the firft place, it has been a Ulage, Time out of 
Mind, obferv'd by the Houfe of CommonSy to rejeft Pe- 
titions, when the Petitioners would make their own 
Terms : But confidering that ypu are Lady-^etitianers^ 
we fliould readily comply with your fmall Requcft of 
being admitted into the Houfe oi Commons , but we have 
refolv'd (ever fince the Acceffion of King George) 
that pone but Manly Spirits Ihould have a Place there. 

I fhould not much oppofe a Lady'^ being one of the 
Secretaries of State. Your Dexterity in Intrigues, and 
' deep Infight into the Nature of Man, muft needs qua- 
lify you tor fuch a Poft 5 but notwithftanding, I can't 
help thinking, there are fiveral Places in the Wardrobe^ 
or Heralds Office^ would better fijit your Inclinations. 

As 
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As to your defiring Vofis in the Army: This is the 
moft reafonable Requeft I have yet met with , nor fure- 
ly could the Houfe of Commons have the Cruelty to re- 
ject a Petition (o natural to the Sex. The brisk em- 
broider'd Officer, ingratiates himfelf into your Favour, 
with fo many Charms tranfcending the more unomamen- 
tal Part of Mankind, that I do not wonder you would 
all transform your felves into Captains and Colonels 5 
fpreading your gaudy Colours, and flretching your Con- 
quefts far and near. 

What Hero could behold^ fecurefrom Tain^ 
i'he Martial Nymfh 5 leading her Scarlet Train^ 
^he Terrotir^ and the Grace of George's Reign% 

Though be pleafed to obferve, Ladies, that how 
great foever the Renown of Amazom hath been for 
Feats of Chivalry, few of them have been remarkably 
chafte or virtuous. 

In what follows you touch us in the tendereft Point 5 
that thi$ Uouje has often been Petitioners to your 
felveSy &c. This moving Remonftrance could not fail 
of overpowering our Virtue, if you were to attack us 
fingly : But that I in a private Capacity may atone for 
the Ungallantry of my Brethren 5 all the TrojcEis of our 
Cab^lSf nay, all the Secrets of the Privy-Council, I will 
be fure to inform you of 5 provided you'Jl promife not 
to fay a Tittle of it to the Men : which I hope will be 
fon:c Confolation to you, for being deny'd fuch agree- 
able Pofts. NS. I'll leave to thie Gentlemen of tho 
Army to apprize you of all the Duels before they are 
fought. 

Alter fo foothing a manner as you infinuated our In- 
gratitude in the foregoing Paragraph, who could imagine 
that in the next you ftiould threaten to renounce us en- 
tirely, and live Itill Rich Unmarry'd JVomny to punifh 
us lo feverely for not making you Captains^ ^Privy- 
Counfcllors^ or ^arliament-Wcmen. U you Ihould an- 
ger us fo heartily, that we fhould take you at your Word, 
it would occafion a much more HtmMe Vetitibn^ viz. 
That our Honours might be appeafed, and that y6u 
would defire to know no Secrets but thofe of a Husband. 
But I have ^ not fo often flung myfelf at your Feet mvith 

Vows 
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Vcws and^otefiarionSj but I muft be a little acquainted 
with your Stile of Speaking 5 I am perfuaded you weto 
not {erious or perhap you had been out of humour with 
all Husbands, by refledling that one of the firft Quality 
had conferr'd no other Benefit of Marriage on his Wife 
but that of a Title 5 and had left her abandon d to the 
Solitude of a Country- Life, whilft he lir'd in Town a 
Proftitute to all the Vices oiF the Age. 

We cannot poffibly indulge you in your ufual Way of 
^rotefiing and Vomng : The Vows of a Lady are no 
more toi^be regarded, than the Oaths of feme Patricians 5 
your tender Confciences can be fecured by nothing, but 
Swearing j and can you blame the Legiflature for taking 
the only Means of making you their own ? 

Now I have gone through your Petition, which is the 
very firft Time I ever had the Courage to confiite the La- 
dies ; give me leave to fubjoin feme Reafbns to make you 
fenfible, how much you are indebted to the Legifla^ 
ture. 

Did they not for a long time fu&r you to entertain 
your felves under Cover at the Mafquerades ? 

Did they not afterwards fuffcr you to enjoy the fame 
Privileges at the Ridott6*s^ with the additional Pleafure 
of (hewing your Faces ? 

Have they not moft of them been Subfcribers to your 
Favourite Amufement, the Opera's ? 

Have they not ordered that the Fifty new Churchea 
fiiould be finilh'd with all poffible Expedition ^ for it is 
BO Inconfiftency, that the Nymph who revels by Night, 
fhould defire to pray by Day ? 

Have they ever laid any Taxes on you for wearing of 
Hoof Si 2)iamond Necklaces^ ClooVd StockingSy ^aidTaf- 
fel'd Garters ? No. Then ate not you the moft aban- 
don'djto Ingratitude, to utter your Dpbraidii^s, not only 
in Petitions, but amidft »U the Female Cabals of the 
Town ^ when you can't deny yijp receive all thcfe Blef- 
iings from them ! 

I am^ Sir^ Tours and tin Ladies 

Sep. 10. 172^ Humble Servant^ 

Commoner* 
SIR, 
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SIR, 

I Congratulate you upon your Succefs, anci thank you 
for pulling off the Mask of the True Briton. 
He appears now no Icfs than a determin'd Jacobite, and 
confequently an Enemy to the Religious and Civil 
Rights of his Country. Neither am I furpriz'd to find 
him fb, fince he is one of the few, who (mould Popery 
and Arbitrary Power be introduced into this Kingdom) 
have neither Religion nor Property to lofe. 

If we confider this Noble Author, his being a Jaco- 
bite will eafily account for all he fays. As for Example, 
when he complains of the Pafling of Bills to inflift 
Pains and Penalties, it is to me a very great Proof of the 
Neceffity of fuch a Bill : For he is a Jacobite. So when 
he complains of the Number of Forces we have in Pay, 
it is no more than faying, that he thinks it impoflible, 
while we have fuch an Army, to bring in the Pretender : 
For he is a Jacobite. Does he find fault with the prefeiit 
Miniftets, or give Advice for the chufing of New Ones ? 
This too is to be accounted for by his being a Jaco- 
bite. 

This Author is fo very fond of that trite Saying, that 
it is he who applies, not he who writes, that makes the 
Scandal 5 that he is for ever repeating, and his Cor- 
refpondents ecchoing it back again. He feems alfo to 
take a great deal of pains to make us believe that he 
means nothing at all by his Writings : That he proves 
nothii^ but his Ignorance, moft People will readily agree 
to 5 for furely no body but one loft to Shame and com- 
mon Senfe, would tell his Readers that our Trade is 
langui/hing, and our Credit falling, at a Time when the 
Land'T'ax Money has been advanced at Three /^r 
Cent, and South- Sea Sonds are reducing to Four per 
Cent. But fuch is the Candour of thefe Authors 5 they 
do not reprefent Things as they really are, but as they 
wifh them to be ; and then abufe the King- and his 
Minifters, for Fafts and Confequences which they them- 
felves have invented. 

Let Minifters aft ever fo zealoufly for the Service of 
their Country, fome People will always find room to 
abufe them, either by miftaking their Views, or mifre- 

prefenting 
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prefenting their Aftions: And furely that Minifter 
would be very unfit for his Poft, tvhofc Aflions could be 
accounted for by fuch ftiallo^^ Politicians j as the True 
Briton, and his Admirers. But fay they, It is ne- 
ceflary to keep People upon the Watch, left we fhould 
have evil Minifters iome time or other 5 which is, as if 
a Man fhould alarm a Houfe in the Dead of Night, and 
when he has raifed the People, bid them take care of 
Fire, for that fuch things have fometimes happened. 

But fince this Author has had Affurance enough to 
call himfelf fometimes ^nOldJVhig^ in order to abufe 
more fuccefsfully, give ine Leave, who ami an Old 
Whig^ to return, not only my Thanks, but thofe of every 
Whig (old or new) in Great Britain, for what was 
done laft Scffion of Parliament. It is what, to the 
eternal Honour of the prefent Minifters, will be always 
gratefully remember'd by every honeft Briton. Every 
one may call to mind, after the Death of the late 
Otjeen, the Difcontents occafion'd by the Impoffibility 
ot bringing high OflFenders to Juftice.- What then do 
we not owe to thofe Minifters, who, confcious of the Up- 
rightnefs of their Intentions, have dared to put it in the 
Power of the Legiflature, not only to call to Account, 
but effedually to Punifh bad Minifters? Such z^ublick 
Spirit as this in Old Rome, would have been reward- 
ed with Statues. 

I am your s^ 

Sep. 4. 172 3, 

Majiley. 
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Good Name in Man or Woman ^ 



Is the immediate ^ewel of their Souls. 

Who pals my ^urje^ fieals Trap 5 

Sut he that filches from memy goodName^ 

Robs me of that trhich not enriches him^ 

And makes me Toor indeed. Shakefpear's Othello. 

Wednefdayy September 23. 1723. 



THERE has fcarce been publifh'd a fcditious 
Libel fince his Majefty's Acceffion 5 but immedi- 
ately fome Perfon of great Quality or Diftinflion is 
nam'd for the Author ; As if, People thought an lUu- 
ftrious Name, like the Image of a Monarch, dignify'd 
the bafeft Metal. The fublime Scriblers of the True 
Briton have made ufe of this Artifice, to calumni- 
ate a young Nobleman 5 and to give (as they imagine) 
a SanfHon to Trealbn. Injur'd Innocence claims the 
Proteftion of every honeft Br i ton 5 I fhall therefore, in 
this Paper, clear this great, and good young Man, from 
fo foul a Qharge, as that of Ingratitude to his Prince^ 
and Libelling his Friends, under the fpecious Charafter 
of a True Briton. I think there needs no other 
Proof to demonftrate that this Nobleman cannot bo 
concem'd in writing this feditious Paper, than by con- 
fidering the Preamble to his Grace's latent 5 I mean 
the Preamble to that Patent, which was given him by 
his Majefty King George 5 which in the printed 
£»£///& Tranflation i&as follows : 



-i> 
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AS it is the Honour of SubjeSSy "xho are dejbendei 
-^ front an Illujirious Family y to imitate the great 
i.x ambles of their Jncefiors , We efieem it no left our 
Glory, as a King, after the Manner of our Royal 5Pr^- 
deccfforSy to dignify eminent Virtue by fuitahle Rewards. 
It IS on this Account, that We confer .a neiv "Title on 
our Right Trtifty anJJEktirel^ SdlovedCouJin^ Philip, 
Marquiftof Wharton, ^«^ Malmesbury : Who tho^ - 
hi be born of a very ancient and noble Family y nxherein 
he may reckon as many Patriots as Fore-Fathers^ has 
rather chofen tq difiinguifij himfelf by his "perjfonal Me- 
rit. The Brititti Nation, not forgetful of his Father 
lately deceased, gratefully remember how much their 
late Invincible King William the Third, owed to 
that confiant mtd courageous JJferter of the ^ublick 
Liberty, and the Vrotefiant Religion, uhefame extra-' 
ordinary Terfpn defervd fo well of Us, in having flip- 
forted our Interest by the Weight of his CounfelSy the 
Force of his Vf^it, and the Firmneft of his Mind, at d 
Time when out Title to the Sttcceffion of this Realm was 
endanger* d 5 that in the Segintiing of our Reign we in- 
^efted him with the 'Dignity of a Mtrquifs^ as an Earneji 
of ottr Royal Favour, the further Marks whereof we 
iter e prevented from befiowing on him by his 2)eath, too 
bafiy and untimely for his King^ and Country. When 
^jje fei the Son of this great Man^ forming himfelf by 
fo worthy an Example, and in every A£iion exhibiting 
a lively Refemblance of his Father : When We confider 
the^ EhqueMe which he has exerted with fo much Ap- 
platife in the Parliament of Ireland 5 and his Turn 
and Application, even in early Touth, to the mofiferious 
Kfidwetghty Affairs of the "Publick : We willingly de- 
cree him Honours^ which are neither fuperior to his Me- 
rit, nor earlier than the ExpeHation of our good Sub- 
je£fs. 

Knowye^ &g, 

, I fhould think the bare Reading of this Patent, fuf- 
ficient to refute the above-mention'd Caluinny. What 
Patriot Anceftor of the Wharton Family, e^er figna- 
liz'd himfelf as an Adv«:ate for Arbitrary Power, or as 
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an Enemy to the Proteftant Religion ? and has not Tas 
his Majefty fiiles himj Our Right ^rufiy and Entirely 
S^lomd Cciufin VHihiv Marquiji of Wharton and 
Mal M E s BURY djfii^itijb'd himfelf hy hisferfonal Me- 
rif^. Lejthis JE^^iayiour when in /r^/^«^ evidence the 
Truth of this Affertion. Whpn this young Lcrd went 
over thither, the Romgn Catholick Intereft was very 
powerful thqce j but he, by his Eloquence and fleady 
Adherence to the Prptcftant Caufe, greatly contributed 
to crufti and fubvert the wicked Defigns of the Non- 
jwring ^ contents, What Patriot ever 

difcover' al for the JK^/^ewerSucceffion 5 

or behav and before the Time, this Pa- 

tent pafs ^ .Patron of Liberty, and a duti- 

ful Subjeft, than this injured Teer ? 

Can any one believe this Man to be the Author of the 
Trtj?: Br n t Writer fays, the late Biftiop 

of Roci^efier, itious Title of the Bifhop of 

^ortoja^ was for advancing this damnable 

H^efyy that j,HXHf ana 4 wo make Four ? Is it then £0 
vety cleaF, that to introduce the Pretender (which was 
the Crinae alledg'd againft him) is for the Intereft of 
this Nation, as demonfirably as, the mofl obvious and 
felf-evident Propofition ? Or is not the Orthodoxy of fet- 
tling a Vofijh Prince upon a Troteftant Throne, «at leaft 
as evidently detrimental to 2l Proteftant N^tionj as fome 
ironically infer the Heterodoxy of aflenting to fo diflScult 
a Paradox, as that Two added to Two compleats the 
Number Four, would be deftruftive to Arithmetick ? 

This Hireling §cribler (who would skreen himfelf 
under the Ch^rader of one of our moft promifing young 
Noblemen) fays in one Place, T'hat we are at frefenp 
equally fecure in our Liberties and our Properties 5 No 
fretended To^uoer isfet uf 5 No Encroachments are made 
an our Confiitution : We enjoy our Parliaments in Free- 
fhm 5 our Vroferties are all guided by theftriSeJl Rules 
^ our Laws, i^c. But it feems, this Wit had. forgot 
di9 Cop^liment be oaidthis Drefent Parliament in ano- 
fikerjfm^i. where ''hat they fufpend, for the 

Space of one Tear^ i ofZiberty^ which are the 

"greatefi Security the Britiih SubjeSs can boaft of. ^Was 
the late Mirquifi pf WHiiRToN remarkable for fuch 
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Inconfiftencies ? Was He wont to conceal his Sentiments 
by fo poor a Method, as to intimate, that the courteous 
Reader fhould underftand his Words in a Senfe entirely 
different from what thofe Words always imply 1 Who 
knows not that hi^ Expreffions were bold, open, and 
manly, and that He was not afraid of being undefftood? 
I)id he ever count th^ Enemies of his Country amongft 
his Friends ? Or ever ftoop fo low as to diffemwe 
Friendfhip with Traytors ? He was, throughout his 
Conduft, the fame flrenuous Aflerter of our Laws and 
Liberties. And is it with any Ihow of Candor to be 
iftiagin'd, that his immediate Defcendant ftiould be in- 
duftrious to caft a Cloud over the Aftions of his Great 
Fore-fathers 5 and to appear the firft and foremoft in the 
Lift of Libellers, as an Advocate for fuch Principles aa 
his Father, while he liv'd, oppos'd ? This is not even 
to be fuppos*d by a Man of left Confidence than the 
Trije Briton : When we areaffured, by the exprefe 
Words of the Patent, that We fee the Son of this Great 
Mauj forming himfelf by fo iwrthy an Example^ and 
in every J^ion exhibiting a lively Refemblance of his 
Father. 

Befides, the Patent vouches for the early Eloquence 
of this young Nobleman in Ireland: And' 1 challenge 
any of my Countrymen to fhew me one Sample of 
Oratory, (unlefs fuch as I have lately pointed out) in 
the Produflions of the True Briton. I might like- 
wife ask this obfcure Wretch, whether the late Mar qui fs 
of Wharton was an Enemy to Toleration ? Or whe- 
ther he imagines any one will believe that his Hopeful 
Son could be concerned in thofe Papers againff the 
Quakers Bill, when his Name is not enroUM amongft 
the Trotefters ? 

But not to dwell too long upon confuting thefe Abfur- 

dities : The Man who can imagine, that tnis moft noble 

Pedr, ^;i^ho was educated undet the Eye of his Father, 

and who, from hi^ Childhood up to his Youth, was a 

[irctt dutiful Son to his Illuftrious Parent, and who now 

:-T:Pfes fo ample a Paternal Eftate of Inheritance, 

.id go contrary to all the Maxims of his Sire 5 the 

s 'Hay) who can imagine fudi Inconfiftencies, may 

1 i call his Grace a Pretender to the Noble Blood and 

' /^ .(^v;s of his Anceftors. STo 



Digit 



zed by Google 



.N«9- ST/^^ BRITON. ^7 

To the 4uthor cf the Bkixo^. 

Good Mr. BRiroUy 

/Am informed that the Writer of the Trvil Briton 
intends to tra?2fcribe the 'whole Hiflory of Dollar 
Howell, and tnofi of the remarkable Speeches made in 
the Reign of King Ch a.rles the Second, Noii\ Sir^ as 
Jam a foor Sookfeller^ andfromife myfelfa confxdera- 
lie profit from the Reprinting of thofe Things^ I would 
beg the Favour of you to exfofe this unfair Method of re- 
tailing my Troferty^ which we of the "Trade cdll 
"pIRACr. 

J amy Siry 

Tour Jmpoverijh'd Humble Servant^ 

Tim, Folio, 



N»IX. 

T^^ B R I T O N. 

Jjttocuria incubuity viSiumque ulcifcitur Orbem. Juven. 

Wednefdayy Oftober 2 . 1723. 

«— ^— ^^■— ^ . 1 1 II ■ '^— — ' ' * 

A Mong all the Vices deftruftive to Society, Luxury 
-^ feems to claim the Preheminence 5' every luxurious 
Man is by Habit and Conftitution an Enemy to his 
Country : But as Circumflances aggrandize or leflen 
every Virtue and Vice 5 this Evil, differently circum- 
ftantiated, is more or lefs pernicious. The Luxurious 
Rich Man, whofe Expencts exceed not his annual In- 
come, is lefs dangerous to Society than the Luxurious 
Spendthrift 5 and the Luxurious Spendthrift Nobleman, 
is- ftjll more to be fear'd than the Luxurious Spendthrift 
Conamoner. I fhall confider in thefe different Lights 
the various ill Confcquences attending this too falliio- 
. ^bie Mifchief. 

D 3 Tli« 
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The chief 111 attending the Luxury of a Provident 
Rich Man, is the Influence of a Bad Example 5 the 
State has little to fear from his indulging himlelf in his 
Pleafures 5 £afe, Quiet, and the Gratification of his 
Appetites, include his whole Ambition : Nay, it would 
be going out of his Way, to intermeddle in Afl&its of 
State 5 which would deftroy that Tranquillity he fb ear- 
neftly covets. Lucullus had Quaik in his Pens, when 
they were no where elfe to be had in Romet and what 
Detriment was this to the Roman People ? Or how was 
the Community endangered from the Nicenefs of his 
Palate ? It may be objeSed, Luxury effeminates a Man, 
and renders him unfit for Fatigue, or the Profecutioft ef 
any great and glorious Aflion : I allow it 5 but thisOb- 
jeftion onl; to be a Perfbn negatively iU, and 

places him S'umber of Infignificants ^ a Set 

of Men not tne moit aangerous to Society, Nay, I may 
add, he is til iifflae degree beneficial to his Country, 
fince the CircuUtibn of Tiis Wealth is a Support to feve- 
ral pains-taking and induRrious People. 

The Nuitnber of Luxurious Spendthrift Commoners, 
is in a great mejafure owing to the Pplitenefs of this 
Gentleman-like -i^e 5 when People of ffnall Fortunes 
look upon it as beneath them to employ their Little in 
a trading Way, and imagine a Profcifion takes from the 
Charafter of a Gentleman. Learning has been long fo 
very unfafhionable among the polite Part of the Town, 
that I am noways furpriz'd at the general Contempt it 
meets with at prefent. 

When a youiig Spark, with a warm Itriagination and a 

' light Purfe, (juft freed from the Difcipline of a Colte^e, 

or perhaps a School) fets up for Man 5 the Glare of the 

World inaini^diately ^ttrafts him 5 and the Ghartns if 

jBquipage, fine Cloaths, Affemblies, Opera's, Mafque- 

jrades, ^nd Ridotto's, are infinitely preferable to the 

,iFatigue of JBufihefs, or a fevere Application to Bboks. 

.The young Gehtl6man is taken in the Toil, and hoW 

'Ihall he g6t clear of it? If he has the Misfortune to be 

* endowed with fine Parts, it fecilitates his Ruin, and is 

^ian additional Grievance to his C<>untry. Thofe Talents 

which he might 4iaveeinploy*d (with right Application) 

. ^r the Scfvice of Mankind, m^ke him run xxot in Bx-^ 

' -' prayagan'j 
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travagaucies, and hurry him into Wickednefles unknown 
to the Luxurious of a more phlegmauck Conftitution. 
What muft be the Confequence of this Bravery and Ele- 
gant Way of living ? The Year runs on, but the Year^* 
Income will not oefray the Expence : It is now too late 
to have recourfe to Bufinefs ; the little Knowledge he 
fet out with, is forgot : An impoverifh'd Beau, wirhhis 
embroidered Coat out at Elbows, is a Jeft even to Me- 
iJianicks. 

tJm trat hac facie miferabilior Crepere]us 
^ollioy (pUtrifllcem Ufiiram frdsfiare faratm 
Xiircuity ^fatuos non invenit. Juven. 

Life, aad its Elegancies (if pofliblej muft be fup- 
ported? and it is too late at this Time of Day to^fay 
they Ihall be continued by honeft Means ^ the Keceffity 
of the Times muft be comply'd with 3 and in all Pro- 
bability, this Youth, in the Bloom of natural Honefty, 
muft facrifice his Integrity for Subfiftance : His generous 
Spirit difdains to aubciate with common Highwaymen 
4nd Robbers J but alas! his Cafe is very little better ; 
honeft Men muft be calumniated, and Villains defend- 
ed : One Day he muft plead for the Divine Right of 
Arbitiiary Power, and another, revile the Adminiftra- 
tion of the moft upright Governors : Chains, Prifbns, 
,Dungeons,are Things defirable, whencompar'd with this 
flavim Servitude of the Mind 5 a Servitude more into- 
lerable to SritonSy than to any other People, becaufe 
their liberties are fecur'd by the Laws, and no one can 
deprive them of their Freedom but therafelves. 

what^Danger muft the State be in from the Forces of 
thefe Defpei^do's ? Every Commotion, every Infur- 
reftion is a Benefit to =them, their Circumftances can 
never be worfe, and they may ppffibly retrieve their 
,ruin'd Fortunes by the Plunder ot their Country 5 an 
ihort, every Community ought to dread thefe young 
Bravo's as a .ftanding Militia of Traytors. 

But, the moft dangerous Enemy to Society is ftill be- 
hind 5 one luxurious Spendthrift Nobleman is more de- 
firuflive to a State, than a large Number of profufe 
Commoners. His Quality, the Merit of his Fore-Fa- 
tjier^, and his Seat in Parliament, enable him to do 

V ' 15 4 O'er* 
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more Mifchicf than poflibly can be done by Perfbns in 
private Life. The late Lord Shaftsbury has admi- 
rably defcrib'd the Circumftances of this unhappy Pa- 
trician, in the following Words. 

" 'Tis eafier, I contefs, to give Account of this Cor- 
** ruftion ofTiisri. in fome noble Toutb of a more 
*' fumptuous gay Fancy 5 fuppofing him bom truly^r^^f, 
*' and of Honourable 2)efcent 5 with a generous Free 
•'Mind, as well as ample Fortune. Even thefe Cir- 
•* cumjtances themfelves may be the very Caufes^ per- 
" haps, of his being thus enfnar'd. The Elegance of 
** his Fancy in outward Things, may have made him 
•* overlook the Worth of inward CharaEier and Tropor- 
•' tion : And the Love of Grandeur and Magnificence, 
** wrong tum*d, may have poffefi'd his Imagination over- 
*' ftrongly with luch Things as Front ifpteces^ Varterres^ 
** EquipageSy trim Varlets in party-coloured Cloaths 5 
*' and others in Gentlemen* s AppareL Magnanimous 
*' Exhibitions of Honour and Generofity t In Town a 
*' Palace, and fuitable Furniture! In the Country the 
*' fame 5 with the Addition of fuch Edifices and Gar- 
*' dens as were unknown to our Anceftors, and are unna- 
** tural to fuch a Climate as Great Sritain. 

" Now, which of thefe Articles can be retrenched ? 
" Which Way take up, after having thus fet out ? A 
•* princely Fancy has begot all this, and a Princely Sla- 
** very, and Court Dependance muft maintain it. 

** The young Gentleman is now led into a Chace^ in 
** which he will have flender Capture, tho' Toil fufiicient. 
** He i| himfelf taken 5 nor will he fo eafily get out of that 
•* Labyrinth, to which he chofe to commit his Steps, ra- 
•* ther than to the more direfl and plainer Paths, in.which 
•* he trod before. Farewel that generous proud Spirit, 
*' which was wont to fpeak only what it approv'd, com- 
•* mend only whom it thought worthy, and aft only 
•* what it thought right ! Favourites hiuft, be now ob- 
^' ferv'd, little Fngines of Vowcr attended on, and loath- 
*' fomely carefs'd j an honeft Man dreaded, and every 
^* free Tongue or Pen abhorr'd, as dangerous and re- 
** proachfuK For till our Gentleman is become wholly 
•* proflitute and fhamelefe 5 till he is brought to laugh at 
u ^Fui^lifkFirtuOt apd the very Notion of Common Good ; 
' — - • *'|iU 
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** till he has openly renounc'd all Principles of Honour 
** and Honcfty, he muft in good Policy avoid thofe to 
•* whom he lies fo much exjos'd, and ftiun that Comr 
** merce and Familiarity which was once his chief De- 
** light. 

Thus fer my Lord Shaft s bury : Now let us fup- 
pofe this unhappy young Man takes the other Side of 
the Queftion, lets up upon the Patriot Scheme, runs 
Riot againfl the Court right or wrong, and abufes the 
Miniftry at a venture. In this Cafe his Condition is ftill 
more deplorable than in the former ; every paul^ 
Scribler and t^ibeller (the Inhabitants of Goals and 
Garrets) muft be fought after, and eniploy'd about this 
dirty Work. 5 the Gown of Humility muft be worn for 
Life 5 and his Grace, perhaps, become an humble Pe^ 
titioner to the Mobility for their Favour and Counte- 
nance. 

What a Figure would an undone General make, 
marching at the Head of the Slack-Guardy and enlifting 
Apple Women and Oyfter- Wenches into his Service { If 
his Popularity fuccceds fo far as to effe£l the Subver- 
fion of the Conftitution, the Confcquences are very vifi- 
ble, the loweft of Mankind muft become our Le^ifla- 
tors and Matters, and our Bifhops, Judges, and Gene- 
rals, muft be fupply'd from among the Dregs of the 
People. 

Thefe are the Fruits of Luxury, that Mother of 
Rebellion ! let every Sritan avoid this Vice, and we 
may fafcly defy Pretenders and True Britons, 
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N'^X. 



The B Kir ON, 



£fi fetuSt attjue ^Probus^ Centum qui ferfich Jnnos. 

Horat. 

Wednefday^ Gftober 9. 1723. * 



THERE is nothing an Englijbman & much ad- 
mires on fbme Occafions, and is dilgufled with on 
otW$, as Novelty : In the trifling Cwrcumftances of 
liife he purfues her as a Miftrei$, ^nd dotes upon her 
\vith the Fondnefs of a Lover ; and the Newnels of an 
Invention or Fafhion is a fufficient Recommendation of 
it to the PubUck. In Affairs of Coniequence, on the 
other Hand, he treats her with the Severity of a HuC- 
band $ nay,'they general^ look upon a new Expedient aa 
.a Thing neceffitrily pernicious and deftru£live : The 
very Riimour gf ^laking a new Law ftartles them j and 
they conclude, all Laws, without the Sandlion of Anti-^ 
quity, muft be prejudical to the Q)mmunity 5 as if the 
Honefty or Capacity of Law-givers had expired near a 
Century ago. And what is ftill more furprizing 5 they 
will fooner bear with the torturing and perverting of an 
old Law from its firfl»lntention, than fuffer a new one in 
pppofition to it^ Thus they juggle and play Tricks with 
their Conftitution, as Catholi^ tio with Oaths, rather 
than aft plainly, and with. Sincerity, at the Expence of 
eftablifhing what they term a Precedent. 

Alterations in the Conftitution of a Government, cer- 
tainly require the greateft Deliberation, and ought to 
'be-thoroughly weigh'd, and duly confid^r'd of, before 

they 
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they ate propofed : For, soihii^ fhews the Wcaknefs 
of a Prince (or State) more than the freoucnt md^ing 
of new, and repealing of old Laws 5 and People will 
be always jealous of their dbibertien, when their Law* 
givers difcover a fickle and unfteddy Temper. 

Muft therefore every antient Taiid upon that account 
ufeful) Law, confiituted with a View to foiiie particu- 
lar Situation of Afiairs at that Time, be for ever ncceC- 
fary $ and, like the eternal Relation of Things, remain 
unalterable to all fucceeding Generations ? Had our An- 
ceftors thought in this Blanner, the Laws of theJPtCTs 
and Saxons had been Aill in force 5 and thofe itlva- 
luable Privileges and Liberties, we mow enjoy as Efig- 
UJh'men^ had been Strangers to us^ even in Imagina- 
tion. 

But to proceed : Our heft Laws have been generally 
moft inveighed againft fay the Populace. The calling in 
df the Money, in order to its being recoined (in the Reign 
of JD^ William theT'hrrd) wasexckimedagainA, 
as an unjuft and arbitrary Proceedii^ : Aitho' it was evi- 
dent at firft fi^t, how great an Advantage it muft be 
to the People, to exchange a bafe, adulterated, or dipt 
Metd, for its foil Wci^tJof true 'Sterling. 

Penal Afts are apt to ftartle and alarm us more than 
any oiiier, and I cannot be difpieafed at it 5 iince it is 
an Indication of the Good-Nature, and merdfiil Difpo- 
fition of mv Coundrymen : 'But defigning Men have late- 
ly abufed their Humanity, and repre&ntdl to them, that 
Bills to inflifl Pains and Penalties, and Bills of Attain- 
d^, ate deftmSive to our Liberties, and; Precedents 
that may endanger our Ccsri^ticution. To obviate thefe 
Ijpecifotts Objefticms, I ihall tfanfcribe a few Paflages, 
ireldtiftg to Bills of Attainder, fiom an excdient Trea- 
tife, entitled, J 2)ifcourfe concerning 7'REASONS 
md SILLS of jft'tmU^ER. 

A Bill of Attainder may in feme Senfe be fiyl'd 
^ ^P^rlmnemdry Juigmmt. The funreme L^iflative 
PoWer^f the Nation, by it^ tempts the particular Cafe 
6f a noioriotts Oimkal'^m thofe Courts, and from 
thole Rules, "i^^hibh- are appointed for the Trial of the 
OenerftKty of Cafes ^ and inffifts a Punifhment upon him 
litd^^ate to the^^itne, .they >arexon\inc'd he is guilty 

* ofi 
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of. However, this Manner of proceeding being but a 
Mode cf Tuntjhmcnty to fliew the natural Juftice of it, 
it will be necdSary to confider, how the Right or Power 
of Punifhxnent is deriv'd to the fublick ^art of any So- 
ciety. 

AH Authors allow, that in the State of Nature, eve- 
ry Individual had a Right to defend, either his Perfon 
or Property, by all neceflary Means whatfoever, when 
it cannot otherwife be eflfeited, even by the Death l)f 
the Aggreflbr. From this Principle Solely^ have fbme 
cndeavourM to derive the Right of punifhing to the Ma- 
giftrate. But to me, it does not feem to be a fufi&cient 
Foundation, for the whole Extent of Political Totxer. 
SLejt it be, therefore, farther confider'd, that the State 
of Nature is not without a Law. Reafon is that Lat». 
And that teaches, that all Men being naturally equal, 
no Man ought to prejudice another, either in his Perfon 
or property 5 but on the contrary, they ought to amft 
one another by all Means juftifiable. For as the Law of 
Nature willeth the Peace and Prefervation of all Man- 
kind, every Man is equally concerned in the Obfervation 
of it : Ana therefore, that all Men might be reftrain'd 
from afting contrary to it 5 the Execution of the Law of 
Nature is in that State vefted in every Man : and in con- 
feauence of that Law, every Man may punifli (that is, 
infiia a Pain upon) every Tranfgreflbr of it, to fuch a 
Degree, as may hinder its Violation for the future. For 
the Law of Nature, like all other Laws, wou'd be in 
vain, was there no body in that State who had a Right 
to make the Objirvation of it more obvioufly the Inte- 
reft of every Iiidividual, than the Trangreffion. And 
if in the State of Nature, any one Man can punilh an 
Offender for an O&nce pr Injury done to another, every 
07ze may* 

From thefe two Principle^ united, the Power of d^e 
Sword is fully defiv-d to the Magiffarate. Society is 
form'd by the Confent of Particulars, and muft necef- 
fariiy be fuppos'd to have been intended for the mutual 
Good of every individual Member of which it is com- 
pos'd. The Right of the Whole^ is the Sum of the 
Rights of every Individual ^ and confequently the whole 
can be poffefs'd of no Right, tut what, ip f<)me map- 
> 7 ner. 
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ner, refided in each Particular, who nfufl be fuJ)po8'd 
to have granted over to the Society as fuch, every Right 
which it is Inconfiftent for him to retain in a Social State. 
And therefore, as every Individual in the State of Na- 
ture has an abfolute Right to defend himfelf fix)m all 
Attempts whatfoever 5 and likemfe^ as every Indivi- 
dual has an abfolute Right, or is rather under a Sort of 
Obligation to exaft the Obfervation of the Law of Na- 
ture from every Man, and to aflift the injur 'd Perfon 
againft the Oppreffor : Sy every Individual's departing 
for himfelf from each or thefe Rights, both ot them 
are entirely transferred to the Society asfuchy and from 
thence to the jyiagifirate^ or Perfons vefted with the Le- 
giflative and Executive Power. And therefore, whatfo- 
ever is abfolutely neceffary to the Prefervation of the 4^0- 
ciety as fuchy the Legijlative ^Part of it can juftify the 
doing. And whatever Punifhment, Fine, G?r. is but 
equal to the Injury or Damage done to the Socicjty as 
fuch, or neceflary to prevent its being attempted for the 
fiiture, they may jullly inflift. For furely, it is the 
Height of Abfurdity to imagine a Government under 
an Obligation to anord Proteftion and Reparation to 
any one Individual 5 and yet, at the fame time^ under 
a moral Incapacity of affording it to all the Individuals 
confider'd together as one Sody. 

But thefe Obfervations may, perhap, appear too ge- 
neral 5 it will be neceflary therefore to confider the Force 
of the ObjeSions made to this Doftrine. The Strength 
of them, as has been before obferv'd, amounts to this : 
That the explicite Laws of every Society being the 
Standard, if not of Right and Wrong, at leafl of what 
is punifhable or unpimimable, therefore Sills of Attain- 
der are unjuft, becaufe it is the punifhing a Perfon for 
Aftions, which he had Reafon to think himfelf y&^^/r^ 
in doing. 

This Propofition deflroys the very Notion of Right 
and Wrong, and makes the whole of Morality to be 
furely Accidental and Political. But. furely there is 
ibmething elfe requifite to Juftice, befides a bare jp.fta-- 
hlijhmem : Let us therefore examine it to the Bottom, 
and fee how far a Government is oblig'd to give every 
Individual notice for what he is, or is not to be punifh'd.- 

^ Right, 
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perfe^Iy diflin6l from all human Eftablifhrnent: It a- 
rifes from that neoejfary Rel^im which the A^ons of 
one rational Agent hear to. another. When they are con- 
fonant to thofe mutual Obligations all Mankind are na* 
turally under^ they are denominated Juft ^ when contra- 
ry, Unjufl. This is natural Reafon ^ aad Society can 
only give an additional SanSion to thefe ettmalLaws of 
ABioni by the infliftiflg effetSual Rewards and Piioi(h^ 
meniB : It is ab&lutely intpoffible mmake them either 
more or lefi Juft. But then, fubfequent, to Society y a 
new Species of Right and Wrong has been introduced ^ 
fo that thofe A6lions which are Mda in Ce. or nattiral- 
ly Evil, mufl fe which 

are Mala qm ome fo- 

cial or other feems to 

fblve the whole IMfftculty, fince it is univerlally allow'd 
to be an Injuftice in any Government, to punifh the lat- 
ter Sort, without a due previous Notice : (Indeed, to 
fpeak exaflly, no ASion of that Nature is unjuft, till 
tiie Law prohibiting them is fufficiently promulg'd.) 
And of the former Soft there are Crimes lb fhocklng^ 
that all Mankind mufl agree, they ought to be capitally 
punilh'd, altho' there were not any written Laws in the 
Univerfe. It \s not poflible that any Legiflature what- 
ever wou'd be able to provide for all future Contingent 
cies 5 fuch monArous Crimes are frequently committed, 
that they are not provided againft, becaufe the Govern- 
ment did not imagine Mankind to be capable of them? 
jDocs it therefore follow, the Criminal is not to be pu- 
nilh'd viho firjl ventured to commit them ? For a conq- 
uerable time among the R(mans^ there was no Law a- 
gainft Parricide : Was it therefore unjuft to diftinguifh 
tbefirfi Man who durft venture on & monftrous a Crime, 
by a Punifliment extraordinary? Before 21 U.S. c. sr- 
there was no particular Law in England againft poifon- 
ing : Was it therefore unjuft, by Bill of Attainder, 10 
make an Example of the firft Man who introduc'd fb 
deteftable a Villany ? Setting fire to one of the King's 
Ships is not Treafon within the Statute 25 Edw. 3. yet 
cou'd any one think it unjuft, ftiou'd the Parliament kf 
Sill attaint the Pcrfon of High ftreajin, who fhou'i 
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£bt Fire to Ae whole Royal Navy? For after all, a 
Manx's being attainted by Bill of Hish Treafbn, amounts 
tjo no more than a Declaration of the Supreme Power^ 
that the Crime the Perfbn is guilty of^ deferves the Pu^ 
mfliment affign'd to thofe Crimes which are commonly 
known by the Name of High Treafon. Neither is it 
imufual, for that Term to fignify no more than a Defig- 
nation of Puni/hment, As, e. g. it is High Treafon in 
JreUnd wilfully to commit Murder, to bum a Stack of 
Corn, Hay, i^c. 

Crimes of this Magnitude no Man can pretend to be 
Ignorant of 5 they never were committed, but the Cri- 
minal was confcious of the Injuftice of what he did. 
And therefore no previous iJotice is neceflary to juflify 
his Punifhment 5 tor the only Reaibn which makes No- 
tice neceflary to the punilhing Crimes of the other Na- 
ture, is, becaufe no Man can know whether fuch a par^ 
ticular A6lion be criminal, until he be infbrm'd of iu 
beii^ prohibited. 

It this Dodrine therefore be true, in refpeft to the 
Cafes, above-mentioned, much more is it fo, when ap- 
ply'd to thofe Crimes which a£fe£t Mankind in a higher 
Marnier, ^c. 




N^ XL 

The BRITON. 

O Condi tionem miferamnon modo adminiftranddPt verum 
etiam coi?fervand<e Reifutlic^ I 

Cicero Orat. $ontra Catilin, 

Wednefdayy Oftober i^. 1723. 

IT is a melancholy Confideration, that fuperior Vir- 
tue, and a more than common Concern for the Inte- 
reft of our Country, fubjefts us to the Envy, Reproaches, 
and 111- Will of others. But as all Men are bom equal, 

we 
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we muft preferve an Equality even in Virtue, if we 
mean to become popular : Little Minds cannot bear 
the Luftre of fuperiour Excellence 5 and they have no 
Way to fupport their own Charafters, but by depre- 
ciating whatever is praife-worthy and glorious in others, 
Pofthumous Honours we can allow to diftinguiftied 
Merit, and lament the Lofs of thofe Abilities, when 
gone, which we vilify'd and traduced when with us. 
Horace tells us, if we could undertake, and perform 
over again the Labours of Hercules, Envy will re- 
main unconquer'd, and that Death alone can put a flop 
to her Perfecutions. 

Cicero and Aristides, two of the moftconfum- 
mate Statefmen the Roman or Grtecian Gommonwealths 
ever produced, fufficiently experienc'd the Fury of po- 
pular Envy, and fuffered in the Caufe of Liberty ; 
Their Probity was too great for the licentious Manners 
and Seditions of the Times they lived in. Aristides 
was banifh'd for his Juftice and Integrity : Cicero, 
after having preferv*d the jCommonwealth, was firft ba- 
iiilh'd, and afterwards fell a Sacrifice toFaftion, and 
Arbitrary Power. But what Wonder is it that two good 
Men ftiould be overborne in a corrupt Age 5 when in the 
moft virtuous Times of the Romanana GrdPcian Com-^ 
monwealths, fcarce a Patriot efcaped the Fury of the 
Populace, unlefs he refign'd his Office 5 and by retiring 
into the Country, fecluded himfelf fix)m the Malice oF 
■ his Fellow-Citizens? 

The Cafe is jufl the fame in our Days : It is not the 
Faultinefe of' our Rulers, but their Power that males 
them Criminal. A Malefaftor at the Gallows we pity 
and condole with, becaufe our Condition is preferable 
to his. A Great Man in Power we hate, and calumniate y 
becaufe he moves in a higher Sphere than our felves: 
His Abilities and Inclination to lerve his Country, en- 
creafe our Averfion 5 and we can bear no Superior, 
-even in Virtues, we either do not chufe, or have not 
Abilities to excel in. Has a General difcharg'd the 
Duty of a Soldier ?^ He is efteem'd more valiant than I. 
Has a Minifter, by preventing Confpiracies, and ma- 
king advantageous Treaties, benefitted his Country? 
His Wifdom and Penetrarion are 5n greater Repute than 
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mine. Has a Judge executed his Truft with fingular 
Probity and Uprigntnefs ? His Impartiality and Ho- 
Hefty is more publickly known than mine. Thefe are 
generally the Faults for which (i( it lies in our power) 
we would bring Great Men to Deftruftion. Like Cor- 
morants we devour all the little Fifli 5 and thofe which 
are too large for our Swallow, we force out of their 
Element, that they may per ifh on the Sands. 
- But there is nothing fo painful to a bafe Mind, as to 
iee People of their own Rank and Condition of Life, 
raife themfelves to the higheft Dignities, and Offices of 
Truft, by their great Abilities, and extraordinary Ser- 
vices to their Country. This is a Heart-burning never 
to be quenched. Shall this Man, no better bom, nor 
inheriting a larger Fortune than myfelf, poflefs a whole 
Country, when my little Farm (as large a Patrimony as 
his, at our firft fetting out) is fcarce talk'dof ? O For- 
tune ! Fortune ! partial in thy Favours ! How have I 
deferv'd this Treatment at thy hands ? Alas ! Fortune 
w no ways concerned in the Complaint. Application, 
Parts, and Refolution, have made this wide Difference j 
Inaftivity produces nothing 5 and Slothfiilnefs is the 
Parent, generally of Poverty, and alwavs of Contempt. 

All People defire to be*^ at the Heaa of Afiairs, but 
few care to undergo the Fatigues which are neceflary 
before you attain to this Eminence : The daily Cares, 
and midnight Watchings of the Minifter, we overlook^ 
and confider him only as one pofleffing great Wealth, 
Power, and every other Enjoyment of Lite 5 when, in 
Reality, his Situation is like that of a flowery Garden 
on the Top of an high Mountain, painful to afcend, and 
when you have reached the Summit, delightful to the 
Eye, but liable to be blafted by every Guft of Wind. 

What Englijkman can refleft, without contemning 
this fickle People, that the 2)^^ of Marlborough, 
after a more continued Series of Succefles than ever 
Cdefar had 5 and difcovering a Moderation equal to 
that of the greateft Philofopher 5 was obliged, thro* 
the Turbulency and Iniquity of the Times, to forfake, 
and thereby to become a lafting Reproach to his na- 
tive Country ; Through the Villany of the fame Times, 
another worthy Patriot was voted an Enemy to his 
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Country 5 for executing a Treaty, whereby the Pro- 
teft ant Succeffion was fecur'd . 

This Averfion to the Superiority of others, difcovens 
itfelf in Perfbns of every Charailer $ one would ima- 
gine it was inherent in our Natures $ that it is by na 
Means peculiar to one Sex, is evident 5 the moft gentle 
Part of the Creation, the Beaux and the Ladies, are 
deeply tin£iur*d with it : The Appearance of a new 
Beauty, or a young Fellow diftinauim'd fof his elegant 
Taftc in Drefs, gives a general Alarm, and they can 
never be at Eafe till they have convlnc'd the World that 
Sylvia is either proud or ill-natur*d 1 and that Phi- 
lander difcovers fome Ungenteelnefl[e$ in his Manner 
and Behaviour. 

The Son$ of Paknassvs might furely behold a 
Brother excel without Envy 5 fioce Fame and Poverty 
have been Time out of Mind the Reward of Poets : 
And had not Homer (the Father of them all) been 
bleffed with a tolerable Voice as well as a Poetical Geni- 
us, he might have ftarv'd with the Iliad in his Pockets 
j|ut alas ! thefe inconfiderate Men coftftantly join with 
their avow'd Enemies the Criticks, to murder the Re- 
putation of any well-^eftablilh'd Author. And what 
luronder is it that Poets will allo\x' of no Superior among 
thcmfelves, when in their own Imaginations they are 
equal, if not fupcrior, to Princes, Lawgivers, and the 
moft ufeful Part of Mankind ? 

Nay, I am informed this unneighbourly Envy affefld 
^ven our ingenious Mechairicks 5 and Mr. Deards has 
ftften complain'd to me, how much Ill-will the Nicenefii 
of a Snuff-box Hinge has procur'd him from the reft of 
\k\% Fraternity. 

Ftom thelc Inftances it plainly appears, that no one 
can excel in any Part of Life, without incurring the 
Malice and Detraftion of worthlefs unferviceable Men. 
And to endeavour to comph>mife the Affair, and gain an 
universal Applauie, has been the Weaknefs of many 
Men, who were greatly form'd by Nature to have con- 
tributed to the Benefit or Ornament of their CoftntYy- 

In the firft Place, to obtain that Chara^er^ it is tie- 
ceffary to difcover a Luke-warmneft in every Thing, or 
^t leaft never to exert yourf^lf vigoroufly but upon 
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common fevourite Topicks : Never to confult whether 
it is for the Advantage of your Country, but whether 
it will pleafe. No Reformation had we been blefs'd 
with, under the Adminiftration of fuch cool Patriots. If 
any Thing new had been projeded, it would have tended 
to aggrandize, not to leflen the Power of the Clergy. If 
xny Lord Cromwell had been guided by fuch tempo- 
rizing Maxims, inftead 6f taking eight hundred thou- 
fand Pounds a Year from the Church, almoft as much 
mpre would have been added to it. iiT/wf James and 
his Pofterity would ftill have prefided over thefe 
Realms, and the True Briton and his Aflbciates 
would then have poCTefs'd Wealth enough to have paid 
Underlings for writing their naufeous Ribaldry. 

Upon the whole, there is no CharaSer fo unfit, fb 
prejudicial to the Community, as for one to fit at the 
Helm of Affairs, who poflefles fuch calm reconciJiating 
Prindjrfes. And of all Men thefe appear to me to be the 
moft unfociable^ and will be the Contempt of all Pofte- 
rity, who are call'd the True Men of Moderation 5 they 
arfe ffecurc of their Temper, and po&fs themfelves too 
well, to be in Danger of entering warmly into any Caufe, 
or ei^agin; deeply with any Side or Fadion. And the 
greateft Merit thcie Gentlemen can boaft, is, that in 
Tknes of Dai^r they remain Neuters, and confequent- 
ly do no H«M-m : The Englijb of which is, they fit flill 
and fee their Country torn to pieces thro' their Indo- 
lence, when they might have prefcrv'd it at the Expence 
of a littte Trouble and Fatigue. 

Every wife Man, no doubt, is very fenfible of the En- 
vy that attends the doing great and worthy Aftions 5 but 
he knows likewife, there is no Alternative, and that a 
Man mufl either defpife all Calumnies and Dangers, 
wh6n the Intereft of his Country Is concern'd 5 or pre- 
ferve himfelf, and his private Fortune, by a bafe De- 
fertion of the Community. 
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No. xn. 
The BRITON. 

Literefi governs the World. 
Wednefday ^ O&ohtr 1%. 1723. 

WHoever examines into the Nature of Man, and 
£oes back, as it were, to the Fountain-Head from 
whence all his A£lions flow 5 he will be convinced of the 
Truth of this Ihort Axiom which I have chofen for my 
Motto. 

Patriotifm, Publick-Spirit, and even what the World 
calls Difintereftednefi, all arife from a Principle of In- 
tereft 5 though often, while we aft upon it, we may our 
felves be ignorant of the Caufe : Nay, the profufe Man 
fquanders away, and the covetous Man hoards up Riches 
from the very fame Motive 5 I mean, the Gratincation of 
a prevailing Inclination. 

- Wherefore, the Patriot and the Publicfc-fpirited Man 
are not (ftriftly fpeaking) difinterefied in their Purpo- 
fts. But it may be objefted 5 Does the Publick-fpm- 
ted Man undergo Fatigues, and expofe himfelf to Dan- 
gers, without a View to any Recompence ? Does he e- 
ven ruin his Fortunes in the Service of his Country 5 and 
fhall he, after afll, be branded with the Charafter of an 
Iiitcrefted P^rfon? Moft certainly, he is interefted} 
though after a glorious Manner : Moft certainly, he in- 
dulges his darling Paflion 5 and he afts upon as felfifh 
Principles, as the mc^ avowed Plunderer or Betrayer of 
the Nation. 

People would be convinced of the undeniable Truth 
of this fceming Paradox, if they would but confider In- 
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tereft as the moft defirable Good or Happinefi, which 
every Man (at leaft for the Time) propofes to himfelf : 
And in this Senfe, Intereft may properly be faid to go- 
vern the Worldi In this Senfe it would have been as 
J prejudicial to the Intereft of Diogenes (for Inftance) to 
eat him upon the Throne of Alexander^ as it would 
have been detrimental to the ambitious Views or Inte- 
reft of Alexander^ to confine him in the Tub of 2)/o- 
genes. 

The generality of Men are apt to reafbn concerning 
the Interefts of others, or (which is the fame) concern- 
ing their Favourite Gratifications, from the G)nfidera- 
tion how they themfelves would be afEefied by the like 
Enjoyments : And hence, diey think it unreafonable, if 
not unnatural, that any Man fhould place his chief Good 
in what would perhaps render them miferable 3 or in 
Things for which they have at leaft no relifh. 

The gay Men of the Town think they promote their 
Intereft, in proportion as they enlarge their !f quipage 5 
and wonder what a Fox-hunter can propofe to himielf^ 
by breaking his Reft, and hazarding his Neck in pur- 
fuit of a filthy Animal, which, when taken, can be of 
no Ufe or Service to him. On the other hand, the 
Country Gentleman looks upon Hunting as a healthy and 
a manly Exercife, and thinks the flaunting Beau mis- 
employs his Time and Money in the moft in^id Amufe- 
ments. 

It would be difficult to perftiade a true-bred Alder- 
man, that it can ever be for his Intereft to give away a 
thoufand Pounds to an indigent, deferving Friend. And 
yet a Man of more Wealth and Senfe, but of a different 
education, fhall think an ample Fortune fuperfluous^ 
unlefs he can find proper Occafions of employing it to 
the Relief of Merit in Diftrefs. Thus tneir Inclina- 
tions only dififer 5 but Self Intereft, or, in other Words, 
Self-Gratification, equally over-rules them both. 

But, however Men may have one, or more peculiar 
Purfuits in view, according to their different Complex!* 
ons ; yet there is one main and predominant Intereft^ 
which almoft univerfally fways Mankind, and that is, 
the Acquifition of Power and Authority j the which, 
fomc efideavour to obtain by amaiEng Wealth 5 and o- 
E 3 thers. 
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thers, by exercifing gfe^t and n^gnly Vi^tuQs •.; And, by 
each of thefe Methods, hg^ve fopi^ in every Age fuc^^ed- 
cd. The fi^aipples of the Elder 3ivvt v$ ^d Cras- 
8 us prove the Truth of this Aflertipn ; Brvtus wa^ 
contented, for l>ia own and his Country's Jnt^reft, to dif- 
guife his faculties, and chofe rather to p^s foj an Idi^pt, 
than lofe the opportunity, whenever it Ihould offer il- 
felf, of redeeming the Rman Peopje fi?Qm Slavery a By 
the affiftance of this Dilguife he effeflked his Defigns^ 
uttain'd the foremoft Dignities in Rmi^ and after a Ma- 
ni£bftation of his great Probity and CQmag§, dy'd in Bat* 
tie, fighting for, and deftn4it\g the C^ufc of iihiefty. 
Crassus rais'd himfelf to th^ Cwfwl^r Digraty by 
means of his great Wealth ^ ^d cQvetous, as he wasi 
when his Intereft required it, fpar^d &r n^ Bxp^ice to 
purchafe Voices, and advanced himfeAf to Qdices of the 
higheft Tnift, by the force of Bribery and Comiprtion. 
The one benefitted his Country by advai^h^ his private 
Jntereft s The Intereft of the other was incompatible 
with the Benefit of his Country. 

Moreover^ a Man may be by Nature form*d with one 
Int^eft at his Heart, and yet^ by accidental Circum- 
ftapces of Life, may h^ reduc'd to give up that in ex- 
change for a contrary IntereiU which the Neceffity pf 
the Times, or of bis own ASairs, obliges him eveo a- 
gainft his Will to prefer to every other Coafiderationi^ 
Ko one was ever Mafter of greater natural Abilities th^ 
Catiline enjoy'd 5 and in all probability, ^t his firft fct- 
ling put, he might purpofe to promote his Imereft by 
jioneft Methods : But through the Warmth of a fanguinq 
CoQlHtution, he wa3 hurry'd, firfl into. Riots aivd De- 
f)aucharies, and afterwards into Villanies, he lictl^ 
^reajnt of a few Tears before. Nay, 1 We ftill (0 
much Charity left for Uot^ur^ as to believe he w4s ool 
bom th^ abandon'd Wretch, Neceflities and Impruden* 
ties havo finjce made him : And th^at fome time ago he 
would Have been flartled at the mentiim of fuch hafe 
A^ion§, as he now glories in havisg committed. 
^ But, of all Pretenders to Difinteteftednefs, furely no 
JPcople tj^lk fp much about it, and have fo little of if 
^ we Authpf^ My friend., the Tri>r Briton, ae? 
^r <^p03^enq'd Write):, till his lotordl aiul ReputntiM 
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were both loft : and if he has no View of regaining new 
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N^ XIIL 



• ^rimo avulfoy non deficit alter 



Jureps, ^ fmili frojfdefcit Firga Metallo. Virg. 



Wed^efdayy Oftober 50. 17?. 3^ 
— < I ■ 



THE following Letter came to my hands, as I im^- 
gvn^, through Miftake 5 but as there appears in it 
an Ingenuity uncommon among the reft of the T^ue 




apparent Impartiality, to get the Goodrwill even of tb^ 



piTcontented Party. 
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To the True Briton. 
SIR, 

IAm a Nonjuror J and have always been told, that a^ 
in Religion an uninterrupted SucceflSon of Bifhops 
was abfblutely neceffary, and the moft infallible Mark 
of Orthodoxy 5 fb in Politicks, that a Lineal Defccnt 
was the only and fufficient Reafon for our Obedience to 
Princes. nNow, whether it is owing to my being ac- 
cuftom'd to think in this Manner from my Childhooc!, 
or from any other Caufe, I cannot tell 5 but I freely 
own, that whcre-ever I find an Hereditary Right, or an 
uninterrupted Succeffion, even in the moft indifferent 
Things, I ciannot forbear ftiewi! g fome Partiality in fa- 
vour of it. 

To this Humour it is owing, that I am almofl crip- 

Jjled by a Shoemaker^ -whofe Anceftor my Great Grand- 
ather thought fit to make ufe of. And though my Tay- 
lor alwavs cuts a Twelvemonth after the Faftion, yet I 
cannot find in my heart to leave a Man, who, like him, 
can boaft of an uninterrupted Succeffion down from. 
Edward the Sixth, not only of the fame Trade, but 
who have all liv*d and dy'd in the fame Houfe he now 
lives in. Nay, I adhere fb firmly to this Principle, that 
it has often endangered my Life j and my Throat has 
more than once been in great Perils, from the Scrapings 
of a Family Sarber. 

But there is one Particular, in which I have found this 
Humour to be of Angular Ufe to me j and that is, in my 
Reading. I have been at the pains of coUefting all the 
Writings for a long time paft, which are ftamped with 
the true Marks of Leeitimacy : and I can at prefent pro- 
duce an uninterrupted Succeffion of Authors down frona 
the B-^fioration to the prefent Time, all true Sons ot 
the Church, and zealous AfTerters of our antient Confli- 
tution. 

I at firfl thought of fending you this CoUeftion, with 
an Hifloripal Preface, which I have written by way of 
IntroduQion, that you^might tranfcribeTRuE Britons 
out of them ; (and I'll afSire you, it would lengthen out 
ver>' much that Eafe and Quiet you at prefent feem to 
indulge your felf in) but being willing to know your 
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Opinion firft, I here fend you the latter Part of the 
Preface, by which you may judge of the whole 5 and if 
you approve of it, the reft mall foon follow. 

After having celebrated the feveral Writers who pre- 
ceded the Examiner^ I go on. * The Examiner and 
Hereditary Righ^ affertedwere Brothers, but the latter 
being the youngeft, and dying foon after his Birth, I 
fhall fay nothing of him : The other liv*d longer, and 
departed this Life with the late Queen, of pious 
Memory 5 when it was thought he had dy'd without 
iffue : but we were agreeably furpriz'd, at the begin- 
ning of the prefent Reign, with a Pofthumous Birth, 
which was call'd, j^dvice to the Freeholders : it was 
impoffible toqueftion the Legitimacy of this Child, it 
was fo fiill of the Spirit ^nd Orthodoxy of his Father 5 
and tho* he foon dy'd, yet not without leaving a nu- 
merous Iffue behind h ' ' - - ^. .. , j^^ Scourge^ 
the Entertainer^ and ly begotten 

Babes : all of them fill'd with the true Zeal, Candour^ 
and Learning of their Predeceffor. Some of thefe are 
dead $ and the reft, what with the Pillory, Prifons, 
and Gibbets, are quite terrify 'd out of their Senfes, 
To thefe fome young ones have fucceeded, who ap- 
pear'd with a very good Spirit 5 as Catiline's Confpi- 
racy, "The Admnta^es at' the Hanover Succeffion, . 7'he 
Freeholder's and ^als : But alas ! thefe 

three laft have b y nipped in the Bud ; 

and whether the firft continues in a State of Exiftence 
at this Time, is very queftionable. 
* After the Deceafe of thefe Gentlemen, the Spirit of 
our Party languifti'd mightily 1 and the only Comfort 
we enjoy 'd for fbme time, arofe from the Firmnefs and 
Intrepidity of a few HanjokerSy who, in defiance of 
Pillories and Whipping Vofts, heroically chanted out 
fome loyal Ballads. At length, great Sir, you ap- 
pear'd, the Champion of our Caufe, rais'd the de- 
fponding Spirits of all True Churchmen, reviv'd the 
(almoft unfafiiionable) Doftrine of Indefeajible Heredi- 
tary Right, and afferted the TMvine Right of For- 
fwearing and Mental Refervation. So far the Tre- 
face. 

Kow, 
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Now, Sir, you will expeft I fhould acquaint you witl^ 
the Method I take to judge of the feveral Writing that 
are daily |)ublifh'd, and my Reafon for rejefting fo 
many. This I will readily do, not only for your Ufe, 
but tor that alfb of all my loving Countrymen, that they 
may know henceforward how to diftipguifli the true 
genuine Son^ from the fpurious Counterfeits. 

If I find much that looks like Argument in any Att^ 
thor, I immediately fu^eft him to be fpurious, forDe-r 
clamation is the great Charafleriftick of our Friends 5 
but if he boldly aflerts, leaving his Antagonifts to proyo 
the Negative, I at once pronounce him genuine ; For I 
look upon this Method as the infellible Mark of Legiti- 
macy. And now I have mention'd this Particular, give 
me leave to fay, that without this Art, in vain do our 
Authors write, fince were they ty'd down to publilh no-^ 
thing but Truth, they would he very unable to ferve our 
Caufe. They fliould confider, that Hundreds read an 
Abufe, who never have an Opportunity of feeing the 
Anfwer j and in this Particular, I muft peeds own, you 
have fucceeded beyond Expeftation 5 that noble Owi- 
tempt of Argument 5 and Intrepidity in aflferting, is, no 
doubt, one of your ir " '"" '" ' Charafters. 

Another Mark of ige by, is this, 

whenever I find a wmer point m^ Satire not at 
the Meafiires of a Miniftry, but at fpnpic particular 
Man in it, I immediately fufpe^ he has iopie pri" 
rate Views, and abufcs cnly to be bought off. Me-f 
thinks I hear him fay, you fee what I can do. How 
much will you give me to be quiet? 'Ti3 the want of at- 
tending to this Piflindlion, that has fo often mifled ^^ 
in our Judgment of Authors. How many, who, at their 
firft fetting put, we have caiefs'd as our own, have 
(upon the Brft Offer of a Place, or a Penfion) been fud-* 
denly feiz'<J with a Lethargy', the fure Forerunner 
of Death 5 even the True ^H^^iton himfelf has, in 
thi^ Particular, give^ me fome Reaiqn fpr Sufpicion. 

^ut there is another Mark that determines.me in my 
Judgment, and which makes m^ very much fufpeft an 
Autb/)r, arid that is, whenever I find any of the noto-» 
ridus Whigs mention'd, withbut at the fame timefhew* 
i^'^ Dcteilation of their Principles and Anions, by the 
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Off. 25* 1723. 

Tours, tSc. 
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The BRITON. 



Scribimtis iftdaSi, doElique ^ematap^fhn. Hor. 
Wednefday, November 6. 1723. 

I Have received a Letljcr from a Gentlems^n, whofe In- 
telligence iatfa^ kSsax hoAXurites tome about, I think, 
cannot Ibe que&ion^d3 and ^ I apprehend no Banger to 

*- the 
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the Publick from complying with his Requeft, I ihalli 
without fiirther Ceremony, be fb complaifint to him as 
to publifh the Piece he has thought proper to recom- 
mend to my Care, together with his Juetter to me, in 
which it was enclos'd. 

To the Author of the Briton. 
SIR, 

IT was with no common Satisfaftion, (and you know 
my Principles, or Prejudices, if you pleafe to call 
them fuch, too well to blame me for it) that I read the 
Verfes in the True Briton, which begin, 

As o\r the Ocean^sfwelling 7//fe, 
An Exile Tully rode^ &c. 

Written, as I am well affur'd, by the late Bifliop of 
Rochester, and lately brought over hither by one of 
his near Relations. There is, indeed, fomethingfo ex- 
traordinary in the Defign of thefe Lines ^ and I imagine 
I know the Turn and Way of Thinking of that excel- 
lent Perfon who wrote them fo truly, that I ihould not 
have been in the leaft doubt of his being the Author of 
them, tho' I had no other fufficient Evidence to con- 
vince me that he is fo: How peculiarly, how happily 
does the home-killing Stroke at the Conclufion, viz. Slefi 
ie the Handy i5^c. fuit with the Genius, Temper, and 
Spiritual Fortitude of that inimitable Prelate ? 

This, Sir, is what probably you was not (with Cer- 
tainty at leaft) acquainted with before 5 tho* I think, 
any Man would naturally judge that Poem very unlikely 
to be the Work of a Layman 5 the Stanza's or Numbers 
throughout, as well as the Stile in many Places, being 
form'd entirely in the Pfalm W^y ; or, in other Words, 
after the Manner of Tate ana Brady. 

As I need not doubt but you will come into my Opi- 
nion, and even readily take my Word for it, that my 
moft honoured Patron is the Writer of the Verfes in 
queftions fol hope, on the Merit of that Difcovery, I 
may preuime to ask a Favour of you^ and that is, that 
you will be pleafed, if you fee proper, to permit me to 
convey the tbllpwing Epiftle to him, on the Subjefl of 
his Poetry, by the Canal of your Paper : which Requeft^ 
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I apprehend you will judge the more reafbnable, as I 
have no Opportunity now, as formerly, of correfpond- 
ing with him in a more private Way : And I chofe to 
apply my felf to you in this Cafe, rather than to any 
other Writer of the Week, that I might be fure to give 
no Offence, or Caufe of Sufpicion to my Superiours. 
I am with all due Efteem, 

SIR 

Tour mofi Obedient 

Humble Servant^ 

Geo. K-ll-y. 

To the Right Reverend Father in God, FRANCIS 
late Lord Bifliop of ROCHESTER. 

FROM thefam^d WallSy hy Cjesar built^ I find 
I'hhfond Efiftle to my injured Friend. 
Since Fate^ that ail thy Labours hasmthftood^ 
tDenies thee to recall the Srv iLRr\Slood^ 
Since noiv thou can^ft 'voith me conffire no more 
3l> raife the Mitre^ and its Q^ower rejiore 5 
Well dofi thou try from Verfe Relief to find 5 
Verfe can charm CarCy andfooth the Exile's Mind. 
Nor is it T'reafon^ or mllftand a Crime^ 
To ijorito thy own unquefiion'd Traife in Rhime 5 
N?^ VI K'LVoi.iB.Jball this Privilege refirain^ 
Nor rob thee of the Vleajure to be vain. 

Whatever thou 'writ% believe me^ I approve^ 
A partial Critick towards the Man Hove 5 
T'hatLovCy that Zeal, which always f lead for thee^ 
Hide from my Sight the Stains that others fee : 
Tet noWy lown, an Error I dejcry, 
Sut view that Error with a friendly Eye t 
O I thenforgivey and call it notfevere. 
If for the Fame of iLLJNorou I fear ^ 
Nor fcornth^ Advice y while I, thy Friend advifi ^ 
(Praife thy great Self but in that Vraife be wife 5 
And when thy Virtues next engage thy Muje, 
A fitter Scheme^ ^and more agreeing chttfi. 

Since 
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Since ntme^ notl^ thy 2keds 'who fondly view^ 
Can trace a Tarallel^ exaSly true^ 
{T'ho* long my darling Taffion I have nurfi) 
Setwixt the Second TULLTand the Firfi. 

I'his ^Parallel the envious Whigs deride^ 
And rudely treat at once thy "Parts^ andTride^ 
Rome*5 Orator^ they cry^ grew juftly great 5 
^he Hand that refcu^d^ not enflav'd his State / 
Un'weary^djiill 'with factious Arts tofirive^ 
He baffled Treafons^ but did ne*er contrive : 
/;/ Eloquence did he unrivalV d Jhine 5 
A little^ and di fluted Laurel nine i 

I'hus do they talk^ thus exercifi their Rage^ 
Againft thy Virtue^ and thy deathlefs ^age : 
However ^ n^y Friend^ not 'wholly be depteft^ 
Nor nourijb Jngui/b in thy pious Sre^ 5 
ftho* many Tongues affail thyjfotleft flame 5 
T'ho^ none allo^ thee the great OmfulV FiEtme 5 
Tet all this Truth confeji^ ev*n Whigs, thy Foes^ 
T'hy Rhimes like 'tully'i are, hotve'er unlike thy ^rofe. 

Tower, Novemb. Geo. K— ll— y. 

4. 1723. 

Mr. K-LL— V, ih the Letter to me, has added a Poft- 
fcript, which I doh't think proffer to give the Reader in 
his own WoivJs 5 however, I do hot fee why I iiiay not do 
him one good Office he di^re defires of me, which is, to 
Jet his Patron know, that he is infinitely rejoic'd at the 
News 6f his having recei v'd fo kind a Letter from AlbanOy 
with the Prdmife of fuch a Penficm from his Holinefs, as 
win enable him to live up to his Dignity and Character ^ 
and that he hopes this Inftance of his Royal Matter's Fa- 
vour, will (bonbe follow'd by others more confiderable. 
After this, my Correfpondcnt hasdropp'd an Expreffion, 
which, if I have any Skill in decyphering an Obfeurity, 
( and 1 would rtot injure him ) feedas to infinvate, that 
his Friends in England have not been fo zealous and li- 
beral towards him, as might reafonably have been ex- 
peSed, confidering his Firmnefs and Sufferings in their 
Caufe ; I am forry the Cafe Hands thus with him 5 and 

dotft 
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don't doubt, provided he will often fend me fuch Let- 
ters as this, but I /hall be able to procure him a Collec- 
tion from the Whigs. 
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ILeagae with the Devil, and hopes he ftiall ftill be able 
to do Mifchief, through the affiftance of fo powerful a 
Second : And, indeed, I cannot blame him for his 
Choice^ fince he feems refolv'd to confound all Notions 
of Right and Wrong, to dcfpife and trample under foot 
all Juftice and Decency, without blufhing, or fo much as 
endeavouring to conceal it from the World. This Pafli- 
on has already tranfported him into abundance of Con- 
tradiftions 5 and Defpair of Succefi will, I doubt not, in 
a little time, reduce him to the laft Pangs of Nonfenfe^ 
which feem to come very fall upon him. * 

The True Briton could not have hit upon any 
Charafter in ancient Hiftory, fo unlike his celebrated 
Hero, as the Korean Exile i and fo is forced to affirm 
feveral Things of both, which are true of neither. For 
Tully was banifli'd his Country, for faving the State of 
Rome from the Cbnfpiracy and wicked Defigns of Cati- 
linOy and never accus'd of forming any Plots for its De- 
flrudion. Tfdly was at the Head of the Mmiftry 5 mv 
Friend Francis was too well known to be entrufted with 
that Power. 

A Proteftant Bifhop concerting Meafures how to in- 
troduce Popery, and to involve a whole Nation in Blood 
and Confufion, is,. I muft confefs, a fine and uncommoa 
Subjeft for Panygerick : But Mankind, no doubt, will 
overlook fiich little Foibles as thefe, and, confidering his ^ 
other great Qualities, will allow him to be, notwithftand- ' 
ing what he ftiles himfelf, 

In AB, in I'hottght a God. ift Stanza, 

The Art of carrying on a traitorous Correfpondence by 
Cyphers, was one of his great Excellencies 2 

^ Fare'-xel^ renowned in JlrtSy farewell 2d Stanza. 

HisWifdom^ Verttce^ and Godlike Zeal^ 3d Stanza. 

Were very eminent 5 but bis Country's jujl 2)efence^ is 
fuch a Flight as cannot be accounted for, by any Fi- 
gure ever yet made ufe of by the moft metaphorical 
Writers. 

The next Stanza enters a little farther into the Hifto- 
ry, wherein y/e are made to believe, that the nobkfi 

Patriots 
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an excellent Talent this reveroid Author h^ at diawins 
Parallels. 

Thus we plainly fee how from a Self-Flattery we fet 
a Luftre on our own Anions, tho' never fo infamous, by 
comparing ourfelves with the worthieft Patriots of Anti- 
quity. 2l^%(from the fublimeft Sinner to the loweft) has 
been call'd upon to patronize and give an Authority to 
thofe Adions, which the Examples of our Newgate 
Gentry would have more fuitably illuftrated. 

But the moft mafterly Stroke is yet to come : Here 
the Prelate throws off the Mask of Piety and Religion, 
bewails no longer his Misfortunes, and the Hardlhips he 
has undergone, looks upon Sorrow and Lamentations as 
trifling 5 Revenge is the only Cqmfort to his troubled 
Mind I the means to gratify this Paffion, however in- 
famous, muft be fought after: A fiifhop recooamends 
Affaflination, (that Sin of Bigots and of Cowards) tlef- 
fes the Hand that Jlrikes^ and fanSifies the Deed. Awake 
ye True Britons, raife up feme new Rayilliacs 
and SHEPHERrs, let not the Fear of human Laws in« 
timidate you, your Commiflion comes from a divine Qri* 
ginal, ana your Warrant from an unerring Hand. 

Is this the Voice of the Preacher, or in what part of 
Holy Writ is this Doftrine to befeund? Popes, Cardi- 
nals and Abbots have eftablifh'd the Orthodoxy of AC- 
faffination to fupport their own Authority : And no doubt 
but it is a great Support to them^ when by this means 
they can get* rid t)f an obftinate heretical Prince, at fo 
finall an Expence as the Canonization of the Aflaffin.,. 

But furely,. every free People muft think with dete- 
ftation upon this murdering Principle, efpecially when 
they reflefl^, that Liberty and Affalunations are incom- 
patible. AVbiie the Romans were a free People, it was 
not fb much as heard of in Rome^ but as feon as ever 
Tyranny was eftablifh'd, fcarce an Emperor, or a Man 
in great Power efcap'd the Dagger of Ibme RuflSan or 
other. Spain^ Portugal and Italy y in the prefent Age, 
are the only Countries which are infefled with this Vice j 
and its prevailing there, is, no doubt, owing to the in- 
fufferable Oppreffions of the Papal Jurifdidion. 

Before I conclude this Paper, I will tell this reverend 
Song-Enditer what we Britons think of him and his 

Perfor- 
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w Fa THE 



r 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



6i neBKirOHi. N«'i(J. 



N*>XVI. 

91^^ B R I T O N. 

MajanSj eumqmfociumfefellfjfm, inbtmvrumVirorum 
^numero^ nonpnnarunthabtriofortere. 

Gieero. ^at. pro Rof. Amcri. 

WednejUay^ Novenafbcr 20. 1723. 

PRofeflions of Friendship arc fo very common, that a 
JianhaK generally as many -titokW&A i^riends as he 
has common Acquaintance ^ ana it would he injurious 
to miftrufl the Sincerity of ^a Perfcm who affiires you he 
is upon all Occafions ready to ferve you : But whoever 
relics upon the Services of -thefe profeffic^ well-bred 
Gentlemen, will find too late, that all Occafions^ means 
noOccafion at all^ if it interferes in the leaft with their 

frivate Advantage :. And why indeed fhould we expeft 
'eople will lay themfelves under Inconveniencies for us, 
who never obliged them, or went out of our own way, 
to promote their Interefl ? Mankind are generally io 
honeft, that while your Circumftances will allow you to 
live upon the level with them, they are very much your 
humWe Servant : But whoever runs out his Fortune, and 
cxpefts any affiftanoe afterwards from thefe hackneyed 
Friends, may fpend ihe vemainfter df Tiis time in mife- 
ry, and lead an iincom&rtable Ijife, d»ailing at falfe 
Friends, and amazed that People Yhould mean nothing 
by the moft folemh AflUranccs, anfli^ofeffions of Friend- 

Ihip. 

vulgario has a new Set •€£ Friends, at Icaft once a 
Quarter 5 and generally before the Year is out, moft of 
them are confin'd in Prifbns, or travel to the plantations 
for their Diveriioa Vulgario is no ways uneafy at this, 

nor 
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gainft the Perfon he values, left by Oppofition he fhould 
lay hinifelf under the Neceffity of a Quarrel. 

Bigots, and Men of narrow Principles, partly by Con- 
flitution, and partly thro' the Prejudices of Education, 
are incapable oT forming private Alliances or Friendfliips : 
Men of gloomy Saturnine Complexions are ill qualify'd 
to entertain with Pleafure the Freedoms and Openings 
of the Heart, which make the Converfation of Friends 
fodefirable. A freeway ofcohverfing naturally, givc$ 
them Uneafincfi, and a free way of thinking they con-^ 
fider as dangerous, I have known a Bigot difcard hi« 
beft Friend for the fake of Irendsus^ and conceive an im- 
placable Hatred againft a Man for disbelieving the Ac- 
count of Oliver^ Compact with the Devil. Let every 
Man, therefore, cautioufly avoid commencing a Friend- 
ftiip with a fuperftitious Perfon, unlefs he is very fecure. 
bf his own Orthodoxy j for a diflferent Belief in a Point 
of Faith, infallibly cancels all other Obligations. 

The People I have pointed out as unfit for Friendfhipt 
irather merit our Pity than Avetfion, fince a Soul that 
is unfurnifh'd with Principles of Friendfhip, and has no 
refiing-place for his Sorrows, is very little able in any 
Condition of Life, to weather out and endure with Ala-* 
crity the thoufand Shocks that Mankind from his Make 
i« neceffarily liable to ; Since he is deprived of that ce- 
jeftial Pleafur9 of communicating Eale and Benefit to 
others, which was the peculiar Virtue, and Summunt 
JSonum of the heathen World. The Patriot and the 
Friend were the only ^iftinguifhing Charafteritticks a-r 
mong them, and Scipio was as juftly celebrated upon ac* 
fount of his Friendlhip with Lelitis^ as forhlsnaoft re- 
markable Viftories. 

The Pleafures of Friendfhip are, no doubt, inexpref- 
fible \ to have a Partner to condole with in Misfortunes, 
alleviates the Sorrow, and a Friend to rejoice with in 
Profperity heightens our Toy 5 to unbofpm all our fecret 
Thoughts with Seci^rity, to aft overall the little Frail- 
lies (we (jonceal from the World) without refervCi |* 
tho^fupreme Felicity we are capable of enjoying. This 
mutual Confidence in one another, raifes us above the 
Kings and Rulers of the Earth 5 they have no Equals^ 
^nd ^onfequently no Friend^i that d^ deal fincerely 



Digit 



zed by Google 



KT^i^.' 



.^e BRITON; 



71, 



F4 



Digit 



"the 

zed by Google 



7« Sr^* BR IT ON* J^,^; 



N« XVH. 
Ol&e B R I T O N. 



^uid verumatque decern euro rogo 9S omnis, in boc 
fum. Hprat. 

Wednefiiayj 'i^or^mher zy. 1743. 

IT happened laft SunguneF, at a Coantry-Retitement 
of EugenioJs^ that Cya/s^r and philander |hi$ former 
Familiars at the Univerfity) made him a Vifit; Crater^ 
having always liv'd wkhin the Walls of aCoUege^ mi- 
taine^ fiill the fame: Aukwardae£s of BebaTioux; and 
Moixyfenefs of GonvetfatioB^ which he had vAuti^Eu- 
genio firfl knew him. Philander y tho? he enter'd early 
into the WorM^ endu d with an Underflanding cajpable 
of making die greatseft Improvenotents, generous and 
frank-heartedy aln»>ft to a Fauk ; y,et he &> little con- 
fider'd, or perhaps (o for defpifcd the Decencies of Life, 
that it led him/ often into Inconveniencies, and rendered 
his Company upon fbme Occafions (tboi^ formed by 
Nature to pleafe) almofl as diftaflefiil as Crater^s^ 

Crater thouoht freely or humanely oa no Suhjeft 5 
Vhi lander's JvSigmi&it was unbiafs'din few Things^ ex- 
cept in Religion 5 Crater was difagreeajble to all, be^ 
caufe^ withotst seny real Knowledge, he. arrogantly gave 
you to undjerfland^ that his Senfe of Things, was the 
only Standard of judging ri^tly. Philander difpleafed 
none, except thofb who were not enoudi acquainted 
with his Virtues, to forgive his little Failings 

Eugenia, with an Eafincfa of Carriage that always ac- 
companied him, receiv'd his two Friends, and ftudy'd 
with an' Air of Delight, to find out every thing tnat 
might be agreeable to them : He fhew'd them his Houfc, 

which 
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* ways my Way of Thinkings that what contributed to 

* my own Pleaiure, at the fame time communicating 

* fome Advantage, or, at leaft, not Pain to others, was 

* a vertuous Way of fpcnding Time. Though Poctj, 

* Painters, and Muficians, have not the good Fortune to 

* ftand in the Rank of learned Men 5 yet they have 

* fucceeded in fofiening the morofe, unfocial Spirits, oif 

* Men» where dry Philofophy has fail'd: They have 

* fupply'd us with new Pleafures, and the more Wsiys 

* that are explored to give us Satisfaflion, the more our. 

* Nature* arc ennobled and removed fix>m ^he BrutQ Crea- 

* tion. 
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• tion. Religion and Learning I would by no nieans' 
« difcourage, but they lofe half their Luftre from the 

• Tempers of Men who generally profefs them : A 
^.well bred, good-natur'd Man has more Merit with me, 

• than the Bigot or fupercilious Scholar. Where is the 
•mighty Ufe of your boafted Learning, if you want 

• that placid conciliating Manner to make Mankind at- 

• tentive to your Inftruftions ? Advice, from Experience, 

• is ineffeftual, when they difapprove the Advifer. The 

• Poets, and the more gentle Refcrmers of the World, 

• proceed in a Method more truly Philofbphical : They 
•. take Mankind as they are , confider him as a Creature 

• made up of various and ftrong Appetites 5 by Lcni- 

• tivct they work their Cure, not forcibly endeavouring 

• to root up the whole Syftem, but as Nurfes indulge 

• their Children, give fbmething into their Humour, and 

• point out and fhew the Medicine in fuch an alluring 

• Manner, that they delight in and enjoy the Remedy 

• from fuch pleafing Hands. 

Eugenic was jpurfuing with Tranfport the Praifes of 
Poetry, while Philander liften'd with Admiration to 
thofe Encpmiums, whi^ in (bme meafure regarded 
ll^n&lf $ when Crater interrupted him with an unbe-* 
cppiing Vehemence, 

/ Poetry, of all the Inventions of Mankind, is the 

• moft prolifick in Mifchiefi 5 the Mifleader of our 

• Youth, unfettling their Minds in the Principles of 

• Religion, and placing Morality in }t$ ftead 5 filling 

• them with imaginary Ideas, and ever after depriving 

• them of the Means of arriving at Truth ; for when 

• once the Underflanding is tainted with this Art of 

• Fallacy, in vain it may look back for honeft fimple 
•Truth 5 you are entangled in the Snare, and may re- 

• fcue your fclf if you can from Circe*s Charms. You 

• may remember, vPhilander^ th^t Eugenio^ when with 

• us, was a fincere Lpver of Learning wher^ he had im- 

• bib'd ufeful Knowledge 5 but the Converfation of the 

• World has mifguided him in the Condi^fl: of Life. 

Thilander interrupted him with great Earneftnefs, 
faying, * That he would exchange all his Accjuifitionsof 

• Univerfity-Kiiowledge, to have been Malter of one 
^ Odein y/;;//^r; What we gain'd with you (continu'd he) 

• f^rve* 
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^idvertm atqu^ decern euro ^ rogo&amm^ in boo 
fim. Horat. 

Wednefdayy December 4. ^72}. 

/yRJftSR with Uneafinefs heai^ Eugfinio attri- 
C^ bate a Kiiul of Magick to the Powers of Poetry, 
Aat i% help*d the Diftrefled, uprais'd the Heavy-hearted, 
commumcatiiikg. 6e(h Joys, when every Thing beiide9 
was impotent^ to cheer the droopingSoul : * I Perceive 

* {fm^,be')i EugeniOy from, your Difcoutfe, that yoij 
f sialui PleaTure the main Bufinefs of Man'sLifb^ that 
< whea the Mind is 2^i£led, it may lawfully have re? 

* courfe to any Remedy,, however unrea&nable,. that is 

* moft likely to relieve it f that our. unruly Appetites 

* Aiould have a plenary Indulgence in every '^i^ they 

* fb irregularly defire; Thi& is the impetfeft Way of 
^ Thinkiog, (q^fafhionable among Gentlemen of tliQ 
« World 5 confider, Man was born for other Purpo{e^ 
« to travel through this Life with Penury and Pain, in 
^ the Service of that Being, who was fb iodulgent to 

* give hoBj, Exiftence, that what promoted his Glory,, 

* and the Service of our Fellow Creatures, however re- 

* pugoant to pur Pa^o^ (the depraved Part of on% 

* Compofition) ought to be the Labour of our Lives > 
' zni,Etfgenio^ I cannot l^elp qbf^rvina, that even A!- 

* fliftions, which you Genftemen fo laduftrioufly en-» 
^ deavour tp remove, are to he eft^emed beneficial ta 

* Mankind: It is then abne, we can be faid properly 

* to flouri/hj for as they blunt thetdge of our Appe^ 

* tites, and wean us from the Vanities pf the World, 

* they further us in our Purfuits afte^ mo^•e folid Ac- 

* quire- 
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ferving Ctatef was difplcafed 5 when immediately the 
Servant brought him word that Dinner was upon the 
Table : fb Crater walked before them up the Garden, 
murmuring to himfelf at the Wickednefe of the World, 
and lamenting the Want of an Inquifition in this Country. 
Bugenio was behind with ^Philander ^ * recommending to 
' him a more complacent Behavour to thofe who difter'd 
from him in Opmionj that his Treatment was too vio- 
lent ever to make Converts to his Way of Thinking: 
That there was a more gentle and availing Method of 
expofing the Abfurditics of another, without breaking 
in upon the Rules of Decency, which was the true Cha- 
rafteriftickofa Gentleman 5 that every Man, from the 
Laws of Society, of what Country or Profeflionfoever, 
though the Cut of his Habit or Underftanding differ'd 
from you, had a Right of being Inoffenfively treated* 
You will excufe this Freedom, Philander -^ but having 
known you often to commit thefe Irregularities, makes 
me dwell the longer, to induce you to reform this Fail- 
ing. Our Hearts are linked together fbclofely in the 
Bonds of Friendfliip, that what Reproofs we give each 
other are as kindly taken, as if they proceeded from 
our own Reflexions. 

They now fat do\^ to an Entertainment, where all 
Things were order'd in the moft elegant manner ^ but 
Crater could ill enjoy the Repaft j the Difcompofure of 
bis Mind gave every Thing he tafted a bad Retifhj the 
6oops, the Ragoufts, nor the Wines, had their proper 
flavour, though at other Times none fb fincerely loved 
them as this unfenfual Man. This Declaimer againfl the 
PleafuresoftheSenfes, fcarccly felt any but wnat were 
admitted through thofe Inlets, and thofe chiefly of the 
groCerKind, the Pleafures of the Palate, as lying ealily 
within his reach from the Place of his Education. Thus 
remained Crater infenfible of the Delicacies on the Table, 
and undelighted with the Pleafantry of Eugenio and his 
Friend ^hilander^ when Eugenio^s Lady asked him, 
with Civility, how he apprbv'd the Model of the Gar- 
den and the Wildemefs, whether the natural Harmony 
of the Birds in the Woods, did not exceed the affewled 
Warblingsofthe Italians. 
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* dens, Poetry, and Paintings, the Pleafiiret of a Geo- 

* tleman. The Difference is, you would impofe your* 

* felves upon the World for ufeful and learned Men, up- 

* on account of your Knowloclge in thefe Things 5 and, 

* indeed, the great Pomp of Learning you appear with, 

* has often ongag'd great Part of the World in your 

* Favour^ while we pretend to little more Aan to an in- 

* nocent agreeable Way of {pending Time 5 I think you 

* mi^ht enjoy your IdeaSy and I my "Gardens^ witfaiout 
« beir^ redton'd great Trefpaffers u^pon the Good of 

* Society 3 but your Thoughts are €m,ploy*d in thofe 

* Things which the Underftanding cannot lathom ; I 

* have the Advantage of you in this, never going out of 

* my Depth, I can eafily comprehend the Objefts which 

* engage my Attention : You are plunging into the in?i- 

* meaiurable Abyfs of Space, there you muft fbon call 

* out for Afliftance ^ you prefently perceive tlie SSiortnefi 

* of your Underftanding, which might ferve you as ,a 

* a dheck, that our Views ought to "be bounded by 

* Things that jencompafs us in the Earth : Here we can 

* attain a full comprehenfive Knowledge of whatever 

* we ftand in need of, to render Life more commodious, 

* and Mankind .more ufeful to one another. Thefe Stu- 

* dies I conceive to l>e the proper Employments for our 

* Minds ^ and now, Philander ^ let me entreat you to 

* moderate thoTe extravagant Sallies 5 believe me, that 

* the eftablifh'd Creed of a Country ought never to*he 

* inveigh 'd againft ^ it is a S.pecies of Rel>ellion not to 
' acquiefoe in what is authoris'd by the Sanation of tlie 

* Laws 5 to declare againft the Religion of your Coun- 

* try, is the poor Refource of the Abandoned, and thofc 
•iwno are thrown outfirom tlie Fellowftiip of Men. I 
^ would appeal to you, whether you would not efteem it 

* mean ananngenerous, df you were prefent at the Cere;- 

* mony of a Mofque^ to ridicule and diflurb thdfo People 

* at their Devotion 5 if fo, bow much greater Re- 

* gard are you obli^'d to fliew to that Religion which ie 

* pure and reafonSible, and wTiat your own Mother- Coun- 

* try hasreceiv'd ? 1 could be pleas'd too, if Cr^/^r would 

* remit fomething from hisSeverity,and you abate of your 

* Licentioufnefs j then adding to your felves what the other 

* throws off, it would reduce you both to reafonable Men. 

The 
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JEcce iterum Crisp in us ! 

True Briton^ jDece?nber 9. I723« 

tVednefday^ December i it 1723^ 

THIS is the fecond Time I have been indebted to 
the True Briton for a Motto 5 and he feems in 
both Inflances to have difcover'd a plentiful Lack o£ 
Knowledge, as to the Meaning of his Author. In his 
lafl Monday's Entertainment, he would perfuade us, 
that Crisp IN us was a corrupt Statefinan, who amafs'd^ 
together prodigious Wealth by plundering his Country 5 ' 
when, in reality, he was nothing more than an aban- 
donM, lewd, luxurious Spendthrift 5 one who was guilty 
of every Wickednefi, without the leaft Pretence to any 
kind of Virtue, to alleviate or vamifh over his Vices 5 a 
Man of no manner of Confequence in the State, nor re- 
markable, for any thing but Licentioufhefs, and his ac- 
companying a lewd Emperor in his Debauches. This ia 
the CharaSer given ox him by Juvenal, and fbme 
other People of tolerable Senfe for the Times they liv'd 
in 5 not that I would quote their Opinions as preferable 
to the confummate Judgment of the ingenious Author of 
the True Briton, or of his learned Correfpondent 
from Trinity-College in Cambridge : They think and 
write in a manner entirely dififerent 5 no one can charge 
them with pilfering from the old unfafhionable Greeks 
or Romans 5 nay, their very Enemies will clear them 
from this Imputation, and allow them the Merit of be- 
ing truly Originals. 

G But; 
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But a Fatality fccms to attend thefe Journeymen of 
Slavery, that they feldom produce a vicious Charafler 
from Antiquity, but it unfortunately reflefts upon their 
old Patron and illuflrious Benefaflor. Would any Friend 
or Wcll-wi/her to the gallant Hotspur, have brought 
the Charafter of Crisp in us upon the publick Stage I 
hut fince dxe^CharaSer is introduced, wemuft examine 
it a little, and fee to vi^hom it belongs. 

Crisp IN us had broke his Cqnftitution through a long 
Courfe of Intemperance 5 but, feeble as he was, his 
Inclinations ibr Lewdnefs furviv'd his Abilities, rich 
Soups, high-feafbn'd Ragoufts, and all manner of Pro- 
vocatives, muft be fought after to remedy this Misfor- 
time, and to make up for the Deficiencies of Nature. 
Is there no Similitude (my dear True Briton ) be- 
tween this debilitated Romany and a mofl Illuflrious of 
your Acquaintance ? 

Crxsfinvs entered into a flri£l Acquaintance with a. 
certain Roman Knight ^ and that he might fully dif- 
charge the Duties dF a Friend, the firft Opportunity he 
bad, he debauch'd his Wife; But Adultery with him 
was a venial Crime, a Sin in which he gloried, and would 
frequently boaft how many Families ne had m^e un- 
happy 5 but his Villanies were not circutnfcriKd or li- 
mited, the Vefials themfelves could not be fecure from 
his Violences, though it was Death by the RomanljZ,w 
to attemnt their Honour : However, in this lewd Part 
of his Cnara£ler, the ancient Crispinus muil fubmit 
to the modem in one Particular^ the Roman had no 
Tafte for fuperannuated Matrons 5 whereas the True 
Briton has often valued himfelf upon account of a Fa- 
vour he once receiv'd from an old toothlefs Almt 
woman. > 

As to their luxurious Way of Living and Extrava^ 
gancies, it would be difficult to determine the Prehemi- 
nence 5 Cr iSP i n us,'tis true,once gaye a hundred and fifty 
Pounds Sterling for a delicate Fifhj Hotspur would 
have done the fame, could he have met with a, Rarity 
that bore the like Price. Crispinus, indeed, enjoy'd 
one Advantage which our Hero eameftly covets 5 a, 
DoM I Ti AN wa& upon the Throne to fupport him in his 

Exixava- 
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Extravagancies and Profiifenefej a Misfortune (thanfc 
Hea v;en ! ) we are free from. 

The diforderly Pranks they play'd were much of the 
fame kind 5 they got drunk, frequented Bawdy-Houfes, 
Icower'd the Watch, abufed the Conftable, broke Win- 
dows, and Jay in the Round-houfe. They difcover*d 
the fame honeft Difpofitions with regard to their Credi- 
tors 5 for whenever a Tradefinan demanded a legal 
Debt of Crisp IN us, he conftantly paid them with, 
2)0 ymt ivorft^ you Tkg^ linfifi ufin my Privilege. 

Their Capacities likewife were exaftly of a Size 5 
Crisp IN us had a confummate Affurance, and was ne- 
ver a(ham*d to utter whatever came uppermoft ; by this 
Method he acquired the Reputation of a good Speaker, 
with all the inconfiderate idle young Fellows of RomeX 
but Perfons of Refleftion difcover*d the Cheat, and 
knew him to be nothing more than a rattle- brain'd im- 

Judent Pretender to Wit, without either Judgment or 
Capacity. 

There is one Circumflance which alleviates the Vile- 
nefs of Crispinus*s Behaviour 5 he was born a Slave, 
and his brutifti ASions could caft no Reflexions upon 
his Anceftors 5 and the Suppofition is very natural, that 
a Creature born and bred up to Bondage, fhould be an 
Advocate for Slavery: Hotspur has not this Plea to 
inake ufe of 5 he is defcended not only from a noble 
Family, but from an uninterrupted Succeffion of Pa- 
triots, all Advocates for Freedom, and ftrenuous At 
ferters of the Caufe of Liberty. What a Figure muft a 
Defcendant from fuch illuftrious Predeceflors make in 
the Eyes ot all confiderate Men, pleading for Arbitrary 
Power, difturbing, as much as in him lies, the beft Ad- 
iminiftration we were ever blefs'd with 5 and abufing, by 
a mean Irony, a King, from whom he has receiv'd the 
higheft Obligations. The moft charitable Confirudlion 
^e-can put upon fuch Behaviour is, to conclude the Per- 
fcn who behaves bimfelf fo, to be dark mad. 
-; Now I have done with the Mafter-Drudge, I fhall 
cotilider a little the Writings of his Underlings. Who 
this Ferdi NANDO is, I agree with the True Briton, 
.jt is impoffible to determine 5 I ihould have fufpefted 
jA|bC had defignM him as a PiSure of the Prime Minifter 
^; G 2 at 
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^xAlham 5 but I am too well acquainted with the Love 
and Efteem this Scribbler bears to that polite Court, to 
fufped him of ridiculing either their Meafures or their 
Minifters : But whoever he is, it muft be acknowledg'd 
he has an excellent Talent at Speechifying. Tiut the 
Firft Minifler of the Court of Sfain^ fhould tell the. 
People that he at length difcovers that he knows nothing 
€f the Matter J is fomewhat furprizing, and it is at leaft 
a Confeffion not very frequent among Politicians 5 and I 
am apt to believe, if he nad de&gn'd to bubble the Peo* 
pie out of Millions ^ for this important Difcovery, he 
would neverthelefs, in common Prudence, have kept the 
Secret to himfelf. But let him be who he will, no Na- 
tion has any Reafon to be jealous of his great Sagacity^ 
or to fear the Lofs of their Liberties from the deep- 
concerted Schemes of fbaccomplifh'da Matchiavel. 

I find. Count Carlos is become a Top-Favourite 
with this Writer 5 but his chief Merit feems to confid in 
the great AffeSion he bore towards the Bilhop of 
ToRTosA, whom, by the By, I take tohave been a very 
haughty ,ambitiou6, turbulent Prelate, and not very unlike 
Patner Francis : If fo, I muft own I cannot blame 
Ferdinando for rejoicing at his getting rid of him. 

That excellent well-penn*d Speech, copy*d from 
St. AjnrHONY's Oration to the Fifhes, is lilcewife an 
Original in its kind, both for Thought and Expreflion ^ 
and People fifty Miles diftant from London^ will, no 
doubt, be furpriz'd to find there ever was a Statefman^ 
blefs'd with io great Abilities as Ferdinando is there 
reprefented to have been Mafter of. But I think the 
Author fhould haveadvertifed for the Benefit of his un- 
learned Readers, that he talks there by way of Alle- 
gory 5 or a Perfon who is not convenant with this 
Writer's Syftem of Rhetorick, might, with Reafon, 
have taken it for a genuine Oration, delivered upon 
fome particular Occafion, by the ingenious Mr. ^enketh- 
many to his dancing Animals. 

Before I conclude this Paper, I will give one Piece of 
friendly Advice to my Antagonift. 
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To the Trtje Baxton. 
SIR, 

IF you have any Regard for your Safity or Sub- 
^ fifience^ burn your Spanilh Manufcript, and ftick to 
Howell. 

lam^ Tours y 
December ii 

l^^3• The Briton. 



N^ XX. 

T3&^ B R I T O N. 

Sapere^Fari. Hon 

Wednefday, December 1 8. 1 7 2 j • 

WHENEVERa Scribler is out of humour with 
the Adminiflration, or has a mind to libel his 
Superiors, he naturally ranfkcks Antiquity for a Lift of 
Patriots, and thinks by difcovering the NoRefemblance 
between the Condu£l of an Antient and a Modem Mi- 
nifter, hefufBciently expofes the latter 9 and quotes the 
Anions of CuRTius, Brutus, and Cicero, as ^af" 
quinades upon the prefent Rulers 5 when in Reality it 
would be Madnefs or Folly, to think of imitating the 
Policy of a People, who liv'd in an Age entirely dififer- 
ing nrom Ours, in their Cufloms, Manners, and Reli- 
gion. 

Thefienj unfociable Temper of the elder Brutus^ 
might have been deftnjftive to the Liberties of a ci- 
vilized People, where Freedom had been long efta* 
blifh'd I although it was neceflary to confirm a new Sort 
of Government, and to deter others &Qm attempting 
tlje R^ftoratiQij pf 'tyranny, 

3 CvK^ 
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CtjRTius, at this Time of Day, might poffibly ac- 
quire the Reputation of a Patriot in ^Catholick Country ; 
but his Publick Spirit would appear mere ^uixotifm to a 
^roteflant TeofkyV/ho are ufed to credit their Senfes, and 
who would fcarcely believe his plunging himfelf into a 
Gulph, Horfe and all^ could be any powerful Antidote 
againft the Infeflion of a Peftilence. 

The Genius, the Difpofitions of a People, muft be 
confulted, in order to govern them fuccefsfuUy 5 and it 
would be as ridiculous to think of governing a Sritijb 
People hy SiSy&cmof RomanL^^Sy as it would be im- 

Erudent in us to quit our Artillery and Bayonets, for the 
eavy Armour and Javelins of the RomanSy in exjpefta- 
tion, that ufing the fame Arms, muft entitle us to the 
fame Succeffes, which attended C^SAR who made 
Ufe of them. 

Every Nation harj different Views, different Intereflf, 
and different Patriots : It is of no Confequence whether 
they refemble one another 5 they have an equal Pretence 
to the CharaSerof Patriotifin, if they ufe their utmoft 
Endeavours to benefit their refpeftive Communities. 

Self-Murder was a great Mark of Patriotifm among 
the Romans^ the Deaths of Cato and Brutus have 
afforded a Subjeft for Panegyrick to the Poets and Ora- 
tors of old : We Sritons think a Man can never be fer- 
viceable to his G)untry, by throwing away a Life, which, 
if preferv'd, might have greatly contributed to its Wel- 
fare. 

In ftiort, if we confider the true Genius of the Ro- 
man People, they had no Notion of i Man*s being truly 
great, and beneficial to his Country, unlefs he had en- 
larged their Dominions, or gainM fomc confiderable Ad- 
vantage over their Enemies by War. They were igno- 
rant, and at that Time incapable of rendering them- 
felves powerful by Commerce j and confequently, their 
Virtues muft be of a different Sort, -firom thofe which^ 
ace peculiar to a Mercantile Trading People ; Their 
Laws, their publick Encouragements, their Places of 
Honour and Profit, were all framed to advance the Spi- 
rit of the Soldiery, and to confer Grandeur and Applaufe 
upon the moft valiant. The Soldiers were rewarded 
with the higheft Dignities while alive, Triumphs, Ova- 
tions, 
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tjons, and Statues, were the certain Coniequences of a 
iucceisful Campaign 5 and after they had enjoy'd the 
liigheft Felicities Mankind is capable of enjoying on 
£arrh) they were tranflatedto the Skies, and ujpon their 
Deaths were enroU'd with the Gods, and facrinc'd to as 
new Divinities, in confideration of the great Atchieve- 
znents they had performed in War. Tull y is, I believe, 
the only Inflance among the RomanSy of one who rais'd 
himfelt to the mofl confiderable G^ces in the State, 
that had never eminently iignaliz'd himfelf in the Mili- 
tary Way. 

This Way of proceeding was, no doubt, right Policy, 
upon two Cohfiderations ^ firft, the Raman State con- 
filled originally of a very finall Traft of Land, fituated 
on the Continent. As it was an Afylum for all Crimi- 
nals, their Numbers grew too large for the Country 
they poflefled : This put them upon plundering and ra- 
'Paging their Neighbours : Succefs attended their Inroads 
and Ravagements. As they grew more confiderable^ 
the Number of their Forces was augmented, and they 
3udg*d it more for their Intereft to employ this Army of 
Ruffians in Wars abroad, than to fuffer them to remain 
in Idlenefs at home, where they might have prov'4 
dangerous as well as chargeable to the Commonwealth. 
Secondly, As they were Strangers to Commerce, War 
was the only Means they had of enriching tbemfelves 5 
the Spoils ofother Nations fupply*d their Want of Trade, 
and they gratify'd their Officers, by allotting them a 
conquer d Province to defpoil and plunder* 

On the other hand, the Englifo Conftitudon fubfifls 
entirely upon a different Policy 5 iot by reafon of our 
Situation, we are the beft form'd to be a trading Nation 
of any in the World, enjoying a rich and fertile Coun- 
try, encompafs*d by the Sea, and fior'd-with various 
Commodities and Manufa3u|:es, that are wanted by 
other Nations, 

From hence it is evident, that whoever is greatly in- 
'firumental in obtaining new Laws or Encpuragements 
to promote and enlarge our Trade, ^nd make our Peo- 
ple iiiduftrious, difcovers that Species of Publick Spirit, 
whi^h is chioifly lawdaW^ in an EngUjfman^ 
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The Neighbour Kingdoms that furround us, are a« 
powerful by Land as we are, keep great ftanding Ar- 
mies, as knowing in the Art of War, (a Circumftance 
very diflferent from the Roman State of Affairs) whict 
obliges us to keep Troops in pay 5 though it is our pecu- 
liar Happinefs to maintain a muqh fmaller Number of 
Soldiers, than any one Prince in Europe^ and yet, pet- 
haps, no one Prince is fo much infelled witb intefiine 
Broils, 

Now let me beg Leave to demonftrate to thofe very 
old Englip Gentlemen, who are wonderfully defirous 
of putting us upon the old Syftem again 5 who fay, that 
ftanding Armies in anifland are altogether needlefs, that 
pccafional Soldiers, Men who held their Eftates by the 
Tenure of fighting wLen their King ftood in need of 
them, were the beft ftanding Army tor this Country. 

In the firft Place, thefe fhrewd Politicians make no 
Allowance for the Diflference of Times 5 the Armies 
of other Countries in former Ages, were as rude and un- 
difciplin'd as ours. 

Secondly, it is impoffible, that Men thus divided, 
and trained up in the Art of War by themf^lves, ftiould, 
at this Time of Day, be either fo formidable, or expert 
at their Bufinefs, as thofe Troops who are in conftant 
Exercife in aflemblcd Bodies, and have their refpeftivc 
Ofiicers to fupervife and inftruft them. 

As we are Wanders, it would be ridiculous in us to 
maintain large Armies, with a View to conquer other 
Kingdoms, or in Hemes to enlarge our Dominions 5 for 
!Bvcry foreign Acquifition is detrimental, or at beft 
chargeable to a trading People : and it would be equally 
imprudent, to leave ourfelvesfo very defencclefs, that, 
in Cafe of an Invafion, we muft be oblig'd to depend 
upon the County Militia againft a Numbey pf regular 
Forces. 

I hope by confidering after this Manner the diflferent 
Policies of antient Rorm and Grm-Sritain^ the Read- 
er is convinced, that a Roman Patriot would appear in 
this Ifland no better than an EngUJb Madman 3 and we 
ihould conceive a very mean Opinion of that Prime 
Minifter'fi Underftanding, who ftlo^ld leap into a Co4- 
Pit for the Service of his Country, 
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J'anttm Religio potuit ftiadere JUahrtm. Lucret. 
Wednefdayj December 25. 1723. 

^^^— ^^J^i^ III! J^aA— *i|ii^ • I ri ■■ i i. I I" 

Tp^ivocation is a true Catholick Virtue 5 every 
•Cf jtiege-Man to his HolinefSy enjoys one Privilege 
more than the Heterodox Part of Mankind 5 Mental 
Refervaticn is an Indulgence granted to all trm Sons of 
the ' Churchy itom the Metropolitan o( Rome', with a 
particular Injunfticn to ufe it upon all, and every Occa- 
fion, but more efpecially if they fhould happen to refide 
in a ^Protejlant Heretical Country. 

This Power is granted to their Miffionaries generally, 
and without any Limitation or Circumfoiption whatfo^ 
ever ; it is not lufBcient to deceive by a feeming Acqui- 
cfcence in Converfation, by a falfe Appearance of Sanc- 
tity and Religion ; Oaths y the Proteftion, and Safeguard 
of Mankind againft Deceivers, arc difpenfed with, by 
this 5Pcw/(/fc^/ Indulgence. 

If this yefuitical Policy fhould prevail in the World; 
the Confequences are very vifible j what Prince can be 
fecure of the Allegiance of his Subjefls, or what Sub- 
jeft of his Property ? The moft harden'd Villains have, 
in all Ages, both under the Heathen and Chriftian 
Difpenfations, fhewn the greateft Regard to this moft 
folemd Appeal to a fupreme Being : Superfiition and 
'Bigotry y were the firft Sanftifiers of Verjtiry h a,nd as 
the beft Inftitutions are liable to the greateft Abufes, 
this monftrous Impiety is ufher'd into the World under 
the Coloi^r and Sanftion of Religion^ and God himfelf ia 
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tree-Hrn Englijbman combating for Slavery^ a ^erfon 
allowed the full Ufe of his Senfes^ pleading for a blind 
^ubmiffion of his Underjlanding to theWill of another^ 
would make a more ridiculous Piece, than ever Old 
IjEemseirk dreamt of. 

Put, as Mankind improves in Ingenuity every day, 
the Nonjurors of thefe Times feem to have hit upon an 
Expedient to prevent the Regiftring their Eftates, per- 
ferfly new, and which eflfeftually prevents any Qualms 
which might arife from a fqueamifh Confcience : if they 
can be free from taking the Oaths, and avoid double 
Taxes, the Point is carried 5 to efifeft this, I am informed 
the following Method is made ufe of. 

A Gentleman of publick Spirit, no Fortune, and 
great Intrepidity, pan take the Oaths for half his Ac- 
quaintance, by going to the feveral Courts, and fub- 
icribing by a fiftitious Name. By this means, feveral 
of the moft eminent Nonjurors may fave the regiftering 
their Eftates, being fuppos'd to have comply 'd with the 
Law 5 when, in reality, they have fwore only by 
Proxy 5 and the Government is no otherways fecur'd of 
their Allegiance, than upon the Word and Honour of a 
Knight of the Toft. This, I think, is the moft bare- 
fac'd Impudence, and the higheft Indignity offer'd both 
to God and Man, that was ever yet put in Praftice. I 
received the following Letter from an unknown Han4 
upon this Subjeft, which I Ihall give my Reader in its 
ijative Eloquence, 

To the BjiiTON, 
SIR, 

AS I was making my way through the Crowd in 
Wefiminfier-Hally in order to take the Oaths enjoin'd 
us by a late JEl of Parliaments I found the foUowii^ 
Paper, which I beg you will publilh. 

I am, Sir^ 

Totfrs, Sec. 

Incognito. 

^S* You may depend upon it$ being genuine. 
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To Maijbter True Briton. 

AS I know dm art a flanch Friend to our Caufe, I vil, 
tell you a braave Story, Joy. Here is de Matter* 
now ! fo(me of my Acquaint anjjj were in greaat Tribu- 
laatian about dififaame Aft of Tarlament^ dat ijh laid 
Yipon dere Conjbiences F^ith! But now to let you/i&^^. 
Honey, dat Nece^ity is ^ Muder of Juvanjbon, I vill 
tell you how I did Jbaave fiaveral of our Friends from 
downright ^arjuration^ tor all dey have //i^Jt^;» do 
OAtefti, and u^n Jboul dey have not taken dem neider. 

Vel now, you vil maake Stare upon dat ? j4frr/i, Hor 
ney, here is de Caafe^ Devil a ^S&ow/ of ^fe^i nxajb upoa 
/fe Jbe/bons in ^arfon^ but faith I did put all ^r^. 
"Naames upon my nownjbelf^ and fo one after anoder I 
did taake /^/^ ten r/>?^ over altogether^ at all de* 
Jhivaaring Tlafies there was in and about London^ and 
Devil a once did I taake dem for my nonjon foelfs all i^ 
while, Joy. Now dear Honey ^ Munny is a little skaarfi^ 
and ifdotx) ivouldji be fo graateful as to //^yeer our Maijb- 
ter upon /fe toderjbite of de Vaater^ to fend me a Patent 
for ir'j fbaame new Invanjhon^ dat no Se/afjv^ but my 
jS&e//* ftiould taake fiifoaar for his Friends upon Occajbon^ 
I vill be fho kind as to fiijoaar /h Friends for dee for 
noting : Jbo dijb is all ^tp'efiant from» 

fDear Honey^ 

Tour true Friend^ 

and Sharvant^ 

Patrick Mac-Oath. 

I mufl own I never doubted of the Good-will which 
the Family of the Mac-Oaths bore to the Pretender 5 
but let Mac fay what he will, this Invanshon (as he 
calls it) could never be his own, this was the Produft of 
a more refin'd Genius 5 and Til venture Odds, the 
original Author of it is, at prefent, either Abroad be- 
yond Sea, or in the North of Ejtgland. 
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TH E Acquifition of Power, is what moft People 
look upon as the chief Good 5 and it is eameftly 
fought after by Men of all Conditions, from the ^rime 
Minifier down to the ^etty Conftable. Authority is co-^ 
veted by all, becaufe it gives them a Superiority over 
Peribns of their own Rank, and hides (as tney imagine^ 
their Imperfeftiofts from the World. I have known an 
ignorant Country-Efquire make great Intereft to get in- 
to the Commiffion pf the Peace, that his Neighbour* 
might entertain a good Ojpinion of his Underftanding 9 
and a young Fellow of a timorous Difpofition, buy into 
the Army, tocpnceal his want of Courage. 

But it.were endlefi to enquire into the different Mo- 
tives, which induce Men to jpurfue this imaginary Bene- 
fit with fo great Intenfenefs 5 fince every Man, in all 
probability, proceeds upon a different Confideration. 
Riches, Tides, Grandeur, and Popularity, have, no 
doubt, their Followers' and Admirers, and Several a(fe£l 
Power and high Offices with no other view, than to en- 



large their Tables and Equipages, and to increafe their 
Number of Dependants. Tbefe, I allow, are mean 
and trifling Inducements^ but until we are bleft with a 
Nation of Right T'hinkers^ thefe Trifles will have their 
prevailing Charms, and be conflder'd by many, as Things 
really and (ubftantklly valuable. 

But 



Digit 



zed by Google 



N^ 22. I'he BRITON. 9; 

But I believe, whoever confiders the Matter ferioufly. 



iiei< 



Digit 



zed by Google 



9<5 r^^ BRITON. N^a2. 

nefs of Virtue and Integrity, is, no doubt, a great and 
valuable Happinefs 5 but People will be content to excel 
in private Life, when they find their Reputation called 
in queftion, and their good Name taken away, for dif- 
charging faithfully the Duties of a publick Charafter. 
Knight Errantry is grown unfafhiohable, and few Peo- 
ple, at this time oi Day, look upon fine Words as a 
valuable Confideration for real Services. 

The Perfon who employs his Power for the Service 
of his Country, muft be, as I obferv'd before, the 
Ihining Charaaer in all Governments 5 he is the Hero, 
and ftands confefs'd the Bulwark of Society : But as 
fmall Objefts, wherewith we are daily converfant, at^ 
feft us more fenfibly than thofe wwiderfiil Works of 
Nature which are plac'd at a diftance from us, and, 
confequently, not fubjeft to a ftrift Examination 5 fo 
Minifters,wno aft in a Sphere remote from ourObferva^ 
tions, can never appear to us in fo amiable a Light, as the 
Friend who is always endeavouring to oblige us by good 
Offices. The Benefit which a Community receives Som 
a prudent Adminiflration, is unknown to the Generality 
of^ Mankind, every one muft be fenfible of the Fa- 
vours which are conferr'd upon him 5 fo that one may 
lafely affirm, the publick-fpirited Man is the more he-* 
roick, the Friend is the more popular Charafler. 

Befides, we may reafonabJy conclude, that he who 
difcovers the greateft Concern and Affeftion for his 
Friends, will make it his Study to benefit Mankind. It 
is ridiculous to imagine, that a Man void of Affeftion to 
his Intimates, ftiould give himfelf any Uneafinefs about 
the Welfare of People who are Strangers to him. An 
univerfal and general Love to Mankind, is nothing but 
an enlarged Friendfliip 5 we habituate ourfelves by de- 
grees to entertain this extenfive Good-will, firom con- 
fidering ourfelves as Members of one Community, as 
Friends, and as Relations. 

This Confideration alone is fufiicient to endear the 
friendly Man to every honeft Heart, and true Lover of 
his Country : But, alas! this Nobility of Difpofition is 
now become the Subjeft of Reproach. Hortensius, 
by his great Abilities, has raifed himfelf to the higheft 
Dignities 5 but then *tis vifible how grofly he abufes the 

Power 
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Ridcntem dicere verum 



^idvetat% Hor. 

JVedmJUay^ Jmmry S. 1724. 

MY Lord Sbaftsbury^ in fome of his Writings, 
has laid it down as a Maxim, that whatlbever is 
really jufl and eood in its own nature, can never be a 
proper Subjeft tor Ridicule 5 and defies your ILaughers, 
with all their Wit and Humour, to make Morality^ or 
common Honefty, appear ridiculous. Now, according 
to this Doflrine, wnoever betrays any Uneafinefs at the 
Raillery which is Icveird at him, owns there is a real 
Foundation for the Ridicule, and difcovers he has fbme 
rotten Part, which will not beat the Touch. 

I am informed the whole Generation of the JMac$ are 
in great Wrath, and threaten furioufly upon account of 
the Letter I lately publifh*d from my worthy Correfpon- 
dent Jmognito 5 and feem to think, he ought to be 
put to death for the Difcovery he has made : But let 
them be never fo angry, or inquifitive, it is to no man- 
ner of purpofe, for they will neither A\£coYtt Incognito^ 
nor terrify the Briton. I indeed, at one time, was 
terrify'd with the Numbers that threatened me, and de- 
fign*d to have petitiott'd the Government for a Serjeant 
and twelve Men, by vi^ay oi Garde de Corps 5 but I have 
fince thought of an E^jfedieht, which will fave the Go- 
vernment that Trouble, and as effeduallv fecure our Per- 
fon. Mr. James Figg^^om ^hame in O^ordjbire^hzs pro- 
mifed me his Proteftion againft the whole Fraternity 
of i\i^I/>ng'S'mrdS'^ and has affur'd me farther, that 

he 
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The BKir ON. 



Inurdtm VulgusreSum videt^ efi ubifeccat^ Hor. 
Wedmfday, January 1 5. 1 724. 



I Shall endeavour to fhow in this Paper, that the vulgar 
^Eflimation of the Expence that has arifen to the Peo* 
pie oY England from their taking the O^ths of Allegi^ 
ance^ is very abfurd, and diftant from the Truth. 

Some are {o very candid as to aflert, that the whole 
Charges could not amount to lefs then STw Millions^ 
others One^ and the moft moderate in their ConjeflureSy 
have fettled it at Five hundred tboufand ^ounds^ as a 
very reasonable Computation. 

In order to fet this Matter in a cliear Light, it will be 
neceflary to know the Number of People which Eng- 
land and Wales at prefent conuln. Sir William 
Petty, who wrote above forty Years ago, at that Time 
computed them at Six Millions 5 but we learn from the 
Obfervations made from the Town and Country Regi- 
fiers of Births and Burials, that the People of England 
in general double their Number, in about two hundred 
and Seventy or eigjoty Tears ^ unlcfs an univerfilSicknefs 
ihould vifit them, which we have been free frx)m thefc 
\2Jk forty Tears. Therefore we may reafonably fuppofe, 
that the People of England have encreafed fince Sir 
William Tetty^ Time in that Proportion, viz. near a 
Million: There having been likewife no vifible Decay of 
Trade or Husbandry, to force the Hands abroad into 
other Coui^tries for Subfiftance, but moft evidently the 
contrary appearing, (efpecially the Encreafe of Hus- 
bandry Work is notorious to everyone) we may then feir- 
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ly compute the Number of People at prefent in Eng- 
lani mdWales inot to embarate my Readers with -the 
Niceties of Arithmetick) in round Numbers to amount 
to Seven Millions. * \ 

We have now pretty accurately afcertam d the Num- 
ber of Souls (as thefe Students in Mortality call them) 
exiflinc in England 5 in the next place, let us confider 
what Proportioti of the Whole are living under the Age 
of Eighteen 5 which, according to Dr. Halle^, in his 
Table of the Sills of SreflaiVy amount to fomething 
more than one Thirds (Srejla^w is a City in St lefta, very 
near the fame Latitude with Zo«//e?«, and fituate fer 
from the Sea-Coaft) though, to put it in the moft fa- 
vourable Manner for our Adverfaries, we wHl fuppote no 
more than one rhirA to be under the Age of Eighteen^ 
then confequently, ou'r^pf feven Millions, mo Thirds 
only, are liable to theExp^ce of taking the 0^r*5 5 
which in round Numbers we ^call/o^r Millions feven 
hundred T'houfand-, of which Nih^er it muft be grant- 
ed, (agreeable to the foremention^igalculators) that 
very near one Half confifls of WomenV'^' ^'^^ ^^^' 
lions three hundredThoufand. X , 

Then to proceed according to Sir WiM^^ Tettys 
Computation, no more than one Tenth ot^"® whole 
People fubfift without Labour, upon their EJi^fl^, 9," 
feJ/ionSy T)ignities^ and Offices : But there not WC"S^*^ 
many Ways for the Employment of Womankind, Ife"®' 
ther in Husbandry, Trade, orTrafEck 5 we will : 

gfe that 07te Fifth of them fubfift without bodily 
ur, viz. four hundred andfixty 7'houfand 5 yet not 
fuich a Manner as will fubjefl a greater Number of thee 
to take the Oaths enjoyn'd by the late J 61 of ^arlia-^ 
ment 5 for the moft Part of them live with their Friends, 
or upon Allowances from them, or upon fome perfonal 
.Eftatcof theifown. i 

For, it is manifeft from the foregoing Suppofition, \ 
that the People of Eftates, and Profeffions, make but ^ 

ene "Tenth 5 that a Number not exceeding tiro hundred 
: T'hQufand Men can be fuppofed to have fuch Eflates as 
will enable them to make Jointures, /. e. to make Wo- ^ 
mei? liable to take the Oaths. But then it is objefted J/ 
to me, that many Women unmarry'd hav« real EftatciL|i'^ 
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Let us now return to the Male Part of the Nation, 
which, above the Years of Eighteen, confifls of tivo Mil- 
lions J four hundred I'houfand 5 and endeavour to de- 
monftrate the Number of them, who are liable to take 
theOrf^fo, from their holding of Eftates. 

Agreeing to Sir William ^etty^ we will fuppofe the 
unworking Part, viz. one tenth of the Males, who have 
com pleated the Age of Eighteen, to exceed ttm hundred 
thoufandSouU j but knowing that a much greater Num- 
ber of Men inherit and poflefs Lands than of Women, 
(their Fortunes being generally bequeath'd to them in 
Money) whereas great Multitudes of Men inherit little 
Parcels of Land which are not fuCBcient to maintain 

them 
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them without Labour^ confequently we will allow the 
^umBer of Men liable to take the Oaths according to 
the late ji0 qf parliaments to exceed the nnwotking 
jmrt of the Ration three fifths^ or to bear the Propor- 
tion of ne^ one fourth to the whole Body c^ Males 
abov0 Eighteen Years old, viz. to amount to five bun- 
4red thfmfand Male^ $ which all Maiddnd will allow 
fjrone^ the foregoing Calculations, to be a very extraordi- 
nary Allowance. 

At the feme Time, n4en they confider, that S\t Wil- 
liam Tetty eftimated die Rents of the Lands and 
Houfes f^the Per&nals of the Nation belong not to this 
Bnquiry) at ei^bt Millions ^ and granting, that in the 
Progn^s of forty Years they are encreas'd one fourth^ 
which will make ten Milliofzs^ in the whole of fuch 
Bftates as fubjefi Men to the late A£i^ which will 
make an Allotment to each ISfan of thefe fifue bundned 
thoufandt but ticenty bounds fer Annrnn^ cxchifive of 
Women and Children, who poflefs (as bas been before 
fliewn) a Part of thcfe ten Millions \ which is a very 
moderate Diftribution, at an Average among thofe who 
po^efs Lands. 

However, not to appear litigious, I will fet the Num- 
ber of fwearii^ Males dXpoe hundred thoufand $ whicb» 
^t fxp Shillings and fix ^encefer Heady zmownxs tofixty 
€"4:0 thoufand five hundred ^oufUs : which, added to 
the foregoing Calculation twenty five thoufand ^ounds^ 
znak^ IB the wfuole eighty fiven thoufand five hundred- 
iPoU72ds : The total Charge of fwearing to the People of 
JEnglahd. 

The Obje£liom that foe^ to be rais'd up againft me^ 
aie thefe : 

Theire are a great Number of People who have fub- 
flrib'd tp the (SiAsy that were not obliged to take them« 
upon acpqa^nt of the £ftates diey poflefsM : Thsit the 
SN adon was in fkch a Panick, that almoil the Poor of the 
PanAi went in Tribes to die Regiflry. I agree, thai: 
no idoubt, a gffeat Number gave tfaemfelves an unne- 
ceflary Trouble 4 but then can you fuppofe that ^ 
whole Number above-mention'd, who were capable, 
fubfcrib'd to the Oaths ? Are there not many Thoufends 
of Papifisand Noi^urocs, (ibme of them you will deem 

con- 
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. ^cfulus numerabiliSy utfote farvus^ 

Etfrugty cafiufjue^ verecundufque coibat. 
^ojtquatn cafir agros extenders ViElor^ iS Urbem 
Zatior amfk£li MuruSy vinoque diurm 
^lacari Genius fejiis impune diebus $ 
* Jccefjit mmerifque Modifque Licentia major, Hor. 

Wednefday^ January 22. 1724. 

yi the SRIT'ON. 
SIR, 

I Was a Speftator, the firft Night, at the Reprefenta- 
tion of the laft new Playj called The Captives 5 
when I was Witnefs to a Ceremony, which I can never 
judge to be either beneficial to the Author, or contri- 
bute much to the Entertainment of the Town. There 
were large Quantities of Srandy diflributed amongft 
the FpoPmen in the Soxes, and that in fo plentiful a 
manner, that feveral of them were carried out of the 
Houfe d^ad drunk. This, it feems, is caird, Cbriften- 
ing a Vlay. but I think it is fuch a Cbriftening as ought 
not to be niffer^d in a civiliz*d Country, unlds it were 
at the Perfonhance of a Lacquey-Voet. I will affure 
you, I have no Prejudice to the Author, but heartily 
wilh him, and every other Gentleman, who takes pains 
to divert the Town, all the^uccefs they can propcae to 
themfelves : But I am afraid, if this Hottentot Cuftom 
prevails, it will be far fi-om proving a Support to polite 
Writing 5 for the fame Expedient may, with greater 
Probability of Succefs, be made ufe of to the Detri- 
ment, 
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ment, than Adviwitage of an Author I beg you will give 
the Town your Sentiments upon this Subjed 5 which, I 
make no queftiAi, will give general Satisfaftion, and 
oblige particularly, Sir, 

Tour mtfiant Reader^ 

^m. 18. I7a4« Urbantjs. 

I think the Requeft my Correfpondent Urbanps 
makes^ is fo very reafonable, that I fhall make no 
Scruple of complying with it. 

Taciturnity is the greateft Compliment the Gentle- 
men of the upper Region can pay to any Author 5 if . 
they will fit quietly, .without interrupting the Per- 
formance, either by their noify Approbations, or clamo- 
rous Diflikes, they perform their Duty. Now, I ap- 
peal to any one, if ftrong Liquors were ever prefcrib d 
as an Antidote againfl Vociferation ? Or ever occafion'd 
Silence, without taking away the Faculty of Speech ? 
Befides, I have one Argument to prove, that the^t Gen- 
tlemen cannot lawfully be impannell'd upon the Jury, 
much lefs are they qualify'd to fit as Judges. Every 
Englijhman has a Right, by our Conftitution, to be 
try'd fer Vares ; and I hope there is fome Difference 
betwixt a ^oet and a Liveryman. 

Let us next examine upon what account thefe Gen- 
tlemen are admitted into the Boxes at all 5 why, to 
keep Places fer their Matters and Ladies : And who can 
anfwer for them, but in their drunken Fit, they may 
infult thofe very Maflers and Ladies who maintain them ? 
Or at leaft fome other Gentlemen and Ladies, who 
fhall have the Misfortune to fit next them ? For the 
meaneft Mortal, when in Liquor, knows no Superior. 

It is, indeed, an uncommon Piece of Gallaptry, to 
entertain Ladies with the Fumes of Brartdy^ but I 
think (to have compleated the Politenefs) the menial 
Gentry Ihould likewife have been fumifli'd with Tkitch - 
TifeSy and Sly's bell Tibacco. 

Now, I would fain know for whofe Benefit this 
Largefs was beftow'd ? It could give no great Entertain- 
pient to the Audience, and the Perfons treated, muft 
neceffarily be Sufferers. Drinking fuch large Quanti- 
ties 
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ties of coairfe S|>irit6, mufL in all probability endamage 
tkeir tiealth 5 and they wnoie Confiitutions were ftrons 
enough to weather the Debauch, were, veiy likely, diC 
charg'd from their Services | and th6 only eaaitable 
Reparation their Benefaflors can make them for their 
Lofles, is, to receive this disbanded Re^ment of Lac* 
queys into their own keeping. 

But, as my CorrefpoiJient Urhanus obferves, fhould 
this Bounty be diftributed with an ill-natur'd Defign^ 
what then would be the Confequence ? What Play, the* 
wrote with the greateft Judgment and Propriety, can 
withftand the Clamours of a Number of druiken Foot- 
men ? Nay, it is in the power of one malicious Perfbn 
to damn the beft Theatrical Petlormance that ever ap- 
pear'd upon a Stage, at the Expence of forty Shu- 
lin^ 

But, to conclude this Subje£l, if Pootihen were to re- 
tire home as fbon as their Maflers and Ladies were 
i!eated, and return when the Play is done to wait of them 
home, 1 am certain it would render Theatrical Diver- 
uons more polite than they are at prefent : But as they 
ifl^zA. ^ freferiptivie Right to fee the Play, Sobriety is 
the only Means to make them behave there with that. 
Decency and 6ood-Manners, which they owe boihi tO| 
theirMaftersandthe Audience* 



T'othe SRITON. 
SIR, 

A Great many People have taken pains to give a juft 
Definiticm of ^^/V, and no wonder they have all 
fail'd in the Attempt ^ for the Thing is naturally im^ 
poffible* JT/V is entirely Local ptT^emforal ^ and what 
pafles for Wit in one Place, i^ downright Stupidity in 
another. The like n^y be /aid of di£tereat Times and 
Ages : The Wit which pa&d cuifent a Century ag9, is 
now out of faJfhion 5 and poflibly in another Century, it 
may revive and come into play again. To convince you 
of this Truth, let us examine how many Species of Wit 
there are at pre(entin this Ifland. 

Wit in our Uni^erfiii^s confifts chiefly in ^tm and 
Cmmdmmi with the Generality of Cw/»^rj^ ^Squires, 

in 
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y^». 1 5* Tour htmble Sermnt^ 

1723.4. 

Peter Whim^ 
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The B Kit OK 



Carmine 2)iifupri flacantur^ Carmine Manes. Hor. 
Wednefdayy January 29. 1724. 

POETRY, in former Ages, had as many Patrons, as 
the Commonwealth had Patriots. Every worthy 
Man was defirous to have his Aftions tranfmitted to 
Pofterity, and thought Poetry the moft certain Way to 
perpetuate his Memory. Poets, in thofe golden Days, 
were the Companions of Prince^, and admitted into tne 
Fellowlhip of Kings. Virgil places them in the 
moft delightful Part of Elyjium^ codTolting with the 
departed Heroes and Worthies 5 and who can accufe 
him of Vanity for fo doing, who remembers how ftrift 
an Intimacy he always liv'd in with Augufim ? 

The Grecians fhew'd a greater Regard (if poflible) 
to Poetry than the Romans, ^mdar^ when alive, was 
courted by all the Kings who were Conquerors in the 
Olympian Games j to celebrate their Viftoriest And af- 
ter his Death, at the Sack of 7'hcbes^ Alexander 
gave exprefs Orders to his Soldiers, that no Violence 
Ihould be offer'd to any of the Family of Pindar. 
Plutarch records another Inftance. of the great Refpcft 
the Grdecians bore to Poets. After the Defeat of 
Nicias in Sicifyy the Athenians were condemn'd to 
Slavery, only thofe who could repeat any of the Verfes 
of Euripides were let free, and lupply'd with Neceffa- 
* ries. Mahy of thofe who were prefcrv'd, upon their 
Return home, went and paid their Acknowledgments 
to EuripideSy telling him, how that fome of them had 

been 
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been releas'd from their Slavery, by teaching what they 
could remember of his Poems 3 and others, when ftrag- 
ling after the Fight, had been reliev'd with Meat and 
Drink for repeating fome of his Lines. But, fays y/f/- 
tarchy what Wonder is this? When 'tis reported, that 
a Ship of Caunus flying into a Sicilian Harbour for Pro- 
teflion againft fome Pirates who purfued them, was not 
receiv'd, but forc'd back 5 'till one ask'd if they had 
any of Eurifides's Verfes, who faying they had^ they 
were admitted, and their Ship brought fate into Har* 
bour. 

It will not be improper in this Place, to infert a PaC 
fage of La Fevre^ in his Treatife upon the ancient 
Greek ^oets^ relating to thefe Honours paid to £«- 
ri fides. Continues he, ' EurifideSy no doubt, was 

* greatly elevated, that the Glory he had attained, con- 

* tributed fo much to the Benefit of his Countrymen, as 

* daily to behold feveral of thefe unfortunate Men ren- 

* dring their Acknowledgmetjts to him, as their Saviour 5 

* telling him, that the repeating his Verfes had foften'd 

* the Rigour of their Enemies, and been of greater ad- 

* vantage to them, than a Pafljport fign'd by the Hands 

* of the five Efhori^ or the two Laced<emonian Kings, 

* It muft be acknowledg'd, that Euripides was a great 

* and glorious Poet : But what Praifes fhall we beftow 

* on the Sicilians in that Age ? Did not they difcover 

* the Tafte of a polite and humane People ? But the 
*' Misfortune is, that fo few of fucceeding Ages have 
^ foUow'd this illuftrious Example 5 that thefe Accoimts 

* at prefent would be fo difregarded in Spain and 

* France,^ that they would only be received as the Fa- 

* bles of ancient Greece. 

Such was the State of Poetry in thefe early Ages : 
thus honoured and efteem'd, and made up a neceuary 
Accomplifhment or Recreation to the Princes, Soldiers^ 
and great Rulers of the Earth. But now we may fay, 
as the Oracle of Delphos anfwer'd to Attguftus Cdtfafy 
Our Oracles are no more^ a greater God frefides in out 
fiead. Gain, fordid Avarice ufurps its Place, and is 
the prevailing Paffion of the prefent Times. Few Pa- 
trons, and fewer infpir'd W/iter^ have dawn'd out in 
thefe latter Days 3 and in vain would a diflrefled Party 

I now 
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now expeft Relief, from repeating any Parts of our 
modem Tragedies 3 but like tinna the Poet, in ShakB- 
fpear^ would run the Hazard of being torli to pieces 
for their bad Vcrfes. Few Inftances of late can be 
produced of that marvellous Efficacy of Poetry 5 not 
one Man^ as I have yet met with in the Annals of ouf 
TimeSj has faved his Life by Poetry, but many have 
loft their Fortunes. And fuch Difrepute does Poetry at 
t^refent labour under, that a Man who poflefTes luch 
Qualifications^ (as of old were efleemed divine; is re- 
garded as profligate, abandoned, and incapable of fup- 
porting himfelf in any ufefiil Part of Life ; He is one 
who fquanders away his Hours in trifling Amufements, 
and is look'd upon in the fame Light among the bufy 
cmerprizing Part of Mankind, as William Whifim is 
amor^ the Churchmen. 

Hie niget eft^ hunc tu^ Romane^ cavtto* 

But let us not find fault with the Tafte of the Agc^ 
before we have examin'd the Merit of the modem 
Writers. The introducing into Englijb Compofitions the 
Syftem of the Heathen Mythology, can impart npPlea- 
fore to a meer Ef%lifi Reader : They muft be deeply 
verfed, and (as it were) enchanted with the ancient 
Literature and Religion, before they are in any fort 
qualify 'd to relifti ftch Performances. Kot that the 
greateft Error of thefe Gentlemen I fpeak of, confifis 
In tranflating the Raman Gods and Goddefles into the 
Sritifo Ifle, but that thefe Machineries are the only 
Traces they difcover, of having known the Antients. 
That Propriety of Stile and Sentiment, fo remarkable 
among thofe elder Bards, is rarely difcoverable amons 
thefe modem Retailers of Poetry. What, therefore, 1 
would recommend, as a Means to cultivate a rieht 
Tafte, is, to read more generally and accurately the 
Clafficks, which Part of Learning is almoft loft amongft 
us ', this would enable us to diftinsuifh the few good 
Writers we enjoy, from the Multitude of bad ones. 

• 
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!70 tie B&iTOK. 
SIR, ^ 

AS I am a .^eat Admirer of Poetry, ana havo 
always enckavourM, a3 far as I am able, to eiH 
courage the few good Writers we have, I have fent 
you the following Copy of Verfcs, addrefled to Mr. Wel- 
sted; which, if they/hould contribute any thing to 
the Service of that Gentleman, will entirely anfwer the 
End propofed by, 

SIR, 

Tour Humble Servant, 
yan.ij. i7 2?-4* Anti-Ladktjs* 

iToMr; WELStEi). 

tF/THEN ^riefts ufurf*d the Offices of State, 
'^ And mean SubjeEiion teas our Monarch's Fate i 
^hen fabled Tales by Britifh Sards werefung 5 
With roaring Lions every Forefi rung: 
SDragons, and baleful JMonfters, haunt the Tlain^ 
On Virgins feafti nor Jf are the tremblifsg Swain. 
In Towers of Adamant, Urganda'i Charms 
T)etain the T?rinceji from her Heroes Arms. 
*Tillfome adventurous Knight, in ^roweji boU^ 
Sy Fate conducted to the Magick Hold^ 
tDeJiroys the hideous Giant, frees the Fair ^ 
And raifes mourning Seauty from 2)ejfair. 

With Superfiition thefe Chimxnsfled, 
And ancient Learnif^ reared its drooping t£eadm 
Old Homer*5 Gods in Britain*^ IJleare feen^ 
While Pans and Ssityt^ frisk it o*er the Cireem. 

But you, my Friend, judicioujity Jecline 
5the Aids of Magick, or the Fabled Nine. 
Let no ambitious Ornaments appear, 
Se jufi in Thought, and in E^effion clear $ 
Let Fools with lofty Nonfinfi catch the Crowds 
And of mreputable ^raife be proud. 
Thui<Paint and batches charm the rural ^S^re^ 
While Nature unadorned the few admire. 

I a ff 
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If eWyour buskin^ d Hero tread the St age ^ 
Like Vanoc, let the fierce Old Briton rage, 
-jthe fiery Moor in Sun-burnt Climates born, 
Sy ftrong7)efires^ aiid Storms of ^affion torn^ 
UmkilPd in iViles^ unprincipled in Art ^ 
^hro'-ws out with Warmth the 'Jranjports of hh Heart. 
The T'alents of each Sex regard 'with Care j 
No Male-TerJeEiions let the Fair-One Jbare. 
T'he Stoick Marcia kindles no 2)efire 5 
Sut mth MonimiaV ^Plaints all Hearts conjfire. 
7'he Gnccian Sards mil beft your Labours guide j 
Sut 'let their Gnccian Gods in Greece refute. 

T'hro* Claffick Land^ let airy Laurus rove^ 
With Paphian Venus, and Olympian Jove. 
T*he Fair One's Wafie is with a Ceftos bound 3 
And Neftar in the flowing Sowlgoes round. 
Let Craffus marry ^ with united Voice 
The Gods ajfembledjhall approve his Choice. 
See Evan I fee Apollo^s beauteous Face, 
Satyrsv Fauns, Naids, all the Marriage grace. 
The gay Coquet has CythereaV Charms^ ^ 

T'he Vrude {no doubt^ averfe to Lovers Alarms) > 
Is chafte as Pallas, Firgin-^ueen of Arms. i 

While thefCy my Friend^ fisch IdolWorJbip bring 
Fair as the Mornings fweet as opening Springs 
Zclindsi finiles j an artlefi Seamy Jbows 5 
^he Rofe in June not half Jb fragrant blows. 
No Goddefs borny nor of Idalian Racey 
Nor kindred 2>eitieSy her Lineage grace. 
Earth-born^ on Nature's Charms the Nymph relies^ 
Nor draws fiSitious Graces from the Skies : 
T^leas^dwith her beauteous Form^ where'er Jhe moves ^ 
All Eyes admire^ and each beholder hoes. 
Vain Amoret iZ«^Myra quit the Fields 
Alone to Thule^ fhall Zelinda yield. 
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N? XXVII. 

TJ&e B R I T O N. 

■ Falfn ^errwribus imflet. Hon 

Wedmfdayy February 5. 1724. 

STANDI NO Armies have furnifh'd the Jacobite 
Makcontents with a Tppick for declamatory Ribal- 
dry, from the Revolution to thefe Times 5 when in 
reality, there has been no Inftance of a Standing 
Army in Great Srit^in^ from the Tear Eighty Eighty 
to this day. 

All Penons who know what ^Standing Army is, 
muft be convinced of this Truth. When the Prince 
keeps a Number of armed Men in Pay, without the 
Confent of the People, in order to opprefi them 1 that 
I call a Standing Army 5 and Is ibmewhat u) de- 
ftrudive to the Liberties of the Subjed, that I look 
upon it as the Duty of every honefr Man, to remon- 
ftrate againft it : But ihall therefpre a fbia|i and necef- 
fary Number of Men, appointed by parliaments for 
the Defence of the Nation, and to fupply our Guards 
ajnd Garrifons, be efteemed dangerous? Or a^e the Li- 
berties of the Subjeft, incompatible with the Safety of 
his prefent Majefty, and the Proteftant Succeflion ? 

After the Peace o( Rejkuick^ King William was 
obliged, by the frequent Remonftrances of a dilcontentei] 
Parliament, to disband his Forces: The Confequence« 
pf "B^ich are known to every one 5 the Jacobites carrY'4 
their Ifeint, and involved us in a twenty Tears War, be- 
gun by France, in favour of the Pretender. Afteir 
the ExpeiKe of feveral Millions of Money) the Lofij 
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of feveral thoufand Lives, (although blefi*d with an un* 
interrapted Series of Succefles) tnefe Pacifick Politic 
cians clapp'd up a fcandalous difhonourable Peace, and 
left us in a worle Q>ndition than we were in at the be- 
ginning of the War. Th^fe were the EfifeSs of dif- 
banding Counfels. 

At the latter Part of the ^metCs Reign^ the Num^ 
ber pf Forces then in Pay, gave no Uneafinefs to 
our prefent Patriots: The enlifted Men were for 
the moft part Irijb Papifts, the Officers clofetted, and 
the General at the Head of them has fince appeared in 
Arms as Leader of the Pretender's Forces. 

The principal and only fceming-reafoiiable Objeftlon 
to the J^umber of Troops we maintain at prefert, is, 
the following one : We are I/landers^ and confequently 
mr Fleet hjufficient to defend us againjt all Foreign In- 
vajwns 5 fince whoever makes fuch an Attempt y mttfi be 
obliged to tranfport their Forces, 'which they can never 
land^ unlefi the Strength of their Maritime lowers be 
fuferior to ours. To fliew the Fallacy of this Way cit 
Reafoning, I appeal to a Matter of Faft. Did not the 
pretender land in Scotland in defoight of our Fleet ? 
Are tliere not mapy Credcs and ftialbw Harbours, where 
it is impoffible for Men of War to follow Tranfports and 
light Ships ? What had been the Confeguences, had we 
depended entirely upon our Fleet, at the Battles of 
SDumblain 2inA,Vrefton ? Not ko mention, that in Cafe 
of Ppmeftick Commotions, our Fleet can be no ways 
ferviceable. 

One would Imagine, from the Clamours which are 
rsiifjtd every Seffion of Parliament, againft the Kum- 
ber of oui" Forces 3 t]^at the Military Strength of our 
neighbpttrine Sta:tes was trifling, when compared with 
the fprmid^le Army we maintain. Sixteen thoufand, 
i$, I think, the Complement of Men (Guards included) 
appointed by Parliament for the Service of Great Sri- 
taWy and p fupply our Garrifons. I will not here men- 
tion the Number of Forces which are conflantly in Arms 
in the Countries of AbfblutcPrinccs 5 but the 2)utch (who 
are allowed to be no exttavagant People) maintain at 
this Timk dotibl^ the Number of Regular Troops. 
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The Tranquillity of the prcfent Times is urgM, as a 
Reafbn, why fo confiderable a Body of Regular Forces 
as Sixteen Tnoufand U unneceffary, expenfive, and dan- 
gerous. But let us examine a little, to what •this pre- 
fent Tranquillity iiS pwing, and we Ihall find the Wifaom 
of our Miniflers, and the Dre^d of our Arms, have pro- 
cured us this invaluable Blefling. It is ridiculous tQ 
imagine that Foreign Princes would long fuffer us to en- 
joy our prefent Happlnefs, if they did not fear tomolefl 
us. The beft Laws are ineffeSual, without a Power 
to enforce the Execution of them 5 and it is in vain to 
talk of the Excellency of a Conftitution, where a fuffi- 
dent Force is wanting to proteft that Conftitutioa The 
$oldier muft be a Safeguard to the Legiflator, though 
fiibjeft to the Laws. 

Dragooning, Plundering, and the Infolencies of Sol^ 
diers, are very popular Cant Words without Meanings 
I would fain know what Inftance can be given fince hi9 
Majefty's Acceffion, of a fingle Perfon's being injurM in 
tis Property, through the Infolencies of the Soldiers t 
They behav'd themfelves, I muft own, fomewhat un- 
civilly at the Battle of Trefton^ which has gained them 
to much Ill-will, and occafionM of late fo many vio^ 
lent Harangues zg^inA FiSions^ Chimd^ras^ and Stanp-t 
INO Armies. 

There is one unanfwerable Reafon to be given for 
f oni^nuing the feme Number of Forces we have at prer 
fait. Thp Pretender and his Emiflaries exclaim a- 

Sinft it, and we may reafbnably conclude, whatever 
ey oppofe, it is our Intereft to promote | the ^r^ • 
tender^ as 1 am informed, not being included in the 
S^drufU Alliance. The Courage of our Englijb Sol- 
diers he ha$ beheld at a diftance, and fled from 5 and 
tan entertain but fmall Hopes of Succefs, unlefs he 
could procure an A61 of Parliament to disband his 
"'onquerors. I have no great Opinion of his Courage, 
It 1 believe, with fbme Reluftance, and much Per- 
Son, he might be prevail'd nipon to fece.theCp«»^j?- 
*">//r, or City Tratn'd'S&ands. *^ 

iL confider it in the whole: I believe it will ap- 
jpear to be one of the abfurdeft Propofitions that was 
met propofed, to disband a Number of Men which in 
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ib great a Trafl of Land do not amount to fixteen Thou- 
fand 5 when a dangerous Confpiracy is but very lately 
queird, when the Inclinations of the People appear 
upon every popular Commotion, and when 'tis evident 
we enjoy that dead Calm and Tranquillity of Afiairs 
(which has been fo often infifted upon by the adverfe 
Party) upon no other Reaibn, but that their Meafurcs 
have been fo lately deteded, their Schemes difconcertcd, 
and fome of their Principals have experienced the Punifti- 
ments they merited. For it is hardly poflible to con- 
ceive that a new Defign fhould fo foon ipring up and 
ferm it felf out of the Afhes of the old one, when it is 
notorious, the Government is apprized, and has punftual 
Intelligence of all their Machinations 5 and to their Vigi- 
lancy alone, this prefent Calm and boafted Tranquillity 
are owing. Our Enemies have better Memories than to 
fjrget, in the Space of fix Months, that the Minifters are 
watchful over all their Ways, and ready to impofe 
Penalties on thofe who ^he PuWick. 

To fuppofe that it is for the Safety of the 

People of England to disband the prefent Troops, is to 
fuppofe that People fpirited up with the Enthufiafm of 
Party-Zeal, whom we have lately beheld profecuting 
their Schemes with the utmoft Rancour and Malignancy, 
infomuch, that all Ties of Blood and former Obligations 
were diflblved, that this Spirit, by the Artifice of our 
Enemies generally difiufed among the People, and they 
purfuing the Schemes of Politicks more vehemently than 
riiey would the Principles of their Religion 5 I fay, it is 
to fuppofe that all thisfirenzy, this mad infatuated Rout, 
flioula recover their Senfes, and be reduced in fix Months 
Time to a perfeft Sanity and Tranquillity of Mind. 

Is not the bare propofing it fuflfxcient to cxpofe the 
Abfurdity of thcfe well-wiiners to their Country, and 
their In veteracv to Standing Forces ? Or Ihall we imagine' 
with them, that the DiiMeSed will immediately lay 
afide their evil Intuitions againft the Government as (bow 
as the Army is disbanded, (when with lefs Danger they 
might enter into Combinations) who could not be terri- 
fied from engaging in Confpiracj^s, when a Body of 
Men were ready to oppofe them- 

7'be 
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m. xxviii. 

The BRITON. 

7u tibi liier Homo — — — Juven. 
Urgent inipavidi te Salaminius 

Teuc^^ue, S^Sthenelus y2:/>»y 
^ugn<e. Hor. 

Wednefday^ February 12. 1723. 



To the Briton. 
SIR, 

SINCE there is nothing that feems more rej)ug- 
nant to Human Nature, than Tyranny of any Kind, 
or under what Shape foever 5 it is Matter of juft Won- 
der to fee the Promoters of it, and their Interefis, 
efpoufed by any rational Creatures : And yet, fuch is 
the mis led Zeal, or abjeft Timidity, of infinitely the 
greateft Number of Men 5 that through thj&one, or the 
other, or both, an Abfolute and Defpotic Sway is main- 
tained by Princes, or Prelates, or their Emiflaries, over 
vaftly the greateft Part of Mankind. 

Soth the Civil and Religious Rights of Men are bro-^ 
ken in upon, or rather, wholly taken away, by the giddy 
Pride, and lawlefs Will, of"^ Arbitrary Monarchs 5 or, 
by the Craft, Ignorance, and unaccountable Doftrines 
of falfe Religionifts. Theie behave in fuch a Manner^ 
as if they thought, or would ^rfuadc us, that all otheir 
Moi live only to gratify their Ambition and Caprice 9 
that is, that they were all bom Slaves or Ideots. 

Sritain is, after many a fevere Struggle, the moft 
happy Inftance of the contrary 5 and her Inhabitants en- 
joy, under their excellent King, and his prudent Coun- 
cilors, a Fejicity unknown to numberlefs Divifions of 
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the World, and but feintly r^lifti'd even by thofe People 
who call themfelves free. . It is in vain to enumerate 
particular Inftances 5 every impartial Man owns, and 
every Enemy to the prcfent Eftabliihment knows, that 
there is not on Earth, fo free a Nation, as that of Sri- 
tain. 

Since, therefi>re, by our Q)nftitution, we are all Free* 
men, I would have no B&i ton fioop to. fo much Mean- 
nefi, as either to fubmit to, or to aft the Part of a Tyrant : 
Por, as every Prince is a Tyrant, who opprefles and tram- 
ples upon thofe over whom he prefides j fo, every Man is 
a Tyrant, who treats thofe, whom Fortune has placed in a 
Rank of Life inferior to him, in an haughty and info* 
lent Manner. 

This is a Species of Tyranny which no Laws can pro- 
vide againft, and may be exercis'd by the meaneft Me- 
chanicK. A T'aylor who behaves himfelf towards his 
Journeymen with Pride and Haughtinefs, is to all In* 
fents and Purpofes as very a Tyrant as a I'urkijh Sajbaix) 
who lords it over whole Province^. Can a Gentleman 
pride himfelf upon a Privilege, which the meaneft of 
the People fliare with him ? Or value himfelf for en- 
joying a fuperior Station in Life, purely becaufe it ena- 
bles nim to do ill Offices to his Fellow Citizens ? Thefe 
are mean inglorious Sentiments, befitting little African 
flyrantSf unbecoming Free-born Engltjhmen. 

We are all in a reaS>nable Subordination to the Legi- 
flative Power. This Man is fubordinate to that, and 
that to another, in the various Accidents and Engage- 
ments of Life. * There mufl of Gourfe be fome fort of 
Dependency of one upon another ^ by which like as in 
the Frame of a Body-Natura], a Body-Politick doe$ and 
muft fubfift. 

For any Man therefore to opprefs, infult, or tyran- 
nize over another, is not only doing a Violence to the 
Laws, and the Defign of a reafonable Society, but is 
even oflFering an Affront to that Providence, by wbofe 
wife Diflribution, Men are differently fituated in thQ 
World. It were here likewife vain to defcend to Parti- 
culars : Every obferving Man muft have remarked (6 
many Inftances, which will juftify this Way of Think- 
ing 5 as to know that it would be alm^ft impofl^ble tq 
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^enumerate them. They abound in all Places, and among 
all Clafles of Men, 

Trom Vim who lords it in the Sanhedr i m, 

7i bim ixibo drives tie Camels. M ari amne^ 

Evien the outward Profeffors of the greatcft Humili- 
ty, fumi/h as large a Share (to fay no more) as the reft 
of Mankind. 

There is fuch a Swell and Infolence in moft of thofe 
who can maintain any Degree of Maftery, and they 
treat thpfe below them with fuch Difdain and Contempt, 
that each petty Ruler in his little Province, and to tne 
Stretch of his poor Capacity, is as great a Tyrant as 
ever Jfia bred. And accordingly, all Men who aft after 
thisM^ner, /hare the Tyrant's Fate. They are h^ted 
by thofe over whom they domineer 5 they are ferv'd 
with fecret Curies and Abhorrence $ and are the Con- 
tempt and Derifion of all Men of Humanity and good 
Senle. 

There are undoubtedly decent Regards to bcThad, 
and Devoirs to be paid by one Man to another, as the 
jone {lands in this or that Point of Light fuperior to the 
pther 5 and all Men have their Share in this Concef- 
4on, as there is no Man, but, at one time or other, has 
a realbnable Title to fomefort of Deference : But to fee 
this fort of Deference infifled upon with Infolence and 
Pride, or received with Scorn and Difdain, has fome- 
thing in it fhocking to a eenerous Mind 5 and renders 
^he Perfon, afting after fuch a Manner^ utterly unwor- 
thy of any DifUnftion. And if, notwithflanding this, 
there are Jlen, who, upon the Foot of abfolute Depen- 
dencies, mufl fubmit to fuch Arrogance, they do it 
with Unwillingnefs and Regret ^ and all their Words 
and Aftions proceed from no other Motive, than that 
of an unavoidable Neceflity. 

Whereas, on the other band, the Man of Compla** 
cency and Benevolence is ferv*d with Pleafure and Ala- 
crity : He has thc^ good Word, the good Will, and the 
good Whhes of his Inferiors $ and is look'd upon as a ten- 
der Father, a Friend, arid a Proteftor 5 he hears nothing 
kit Bleifings, and fees nothing but unfeigqed Smiles, 
t^^ the 
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the pleafing Returns of his Kindnefs and Afl&bili- 
ty. 

My Intention by all this, is to put every Man upon 
confidering how he has treated others, and how he 
would be treated himfelC If his Aflions have favour'd 
of the Tyranny here exploded, and by all Men in 
Words condemned, he will furely quit his tormer Behavi- 
our, and endeavour to deferve tne fo amiable Charaftcr 
I jufk now defcrib'd. If he has already obtain'd it, he 
will refleft with Pleafiire upon that Value which all 
valuable Men have for him, and upon the Affurance of 
being lov'd, efteem'd, and honour'd by all about him. 

/ am Sify 

Feb. ^.172 3-4- Tour humble Servant^ 

Freeman*. 

I imagine this Letter was f<ait me by a Gentleman, 
who has lately experienced the Infblence of fbme People, 
whofe Rank and OflSce oblig'd him to acquiefce under 
the ill Treatment. In the Cafe of Dependencies, Inju- 
ries of this kind mud, in common Prudence, be over- 
looked -y for it would be ridiculous for a Man to facrifice 
his Fortune to his Enemy, without having the Power to 
annoy him. But in all other Cafes, (as we are a free Peo- 
ple, and live under a free Government) the Quality of 
no Perfbn whatfbever can give him any Right to infult 
th^ meaneft Subjeft in his Majefty's Dominions ; and 
whoever is guilty of fo Brutal an Aftion, by offering the 
Affront, fetshimfelf upon the Level with, if not below 
his Adverfary. 
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N« XXIX. 

The B R IT O N. 



Jll human I'hings are fiibjeEl to decay ^ 
Andixhen Fate jummons^ Monarchs mujl obey 5 
This Fkckno found j ■ 

Dryden's Mac-Fleckno. 
T 

IVednejday^ February 19. 1724. 

AS it is a Debt due to the Memory of illuflrious Per- 
fonages, to have the ereat Aftions of their Lives 
pointed out to the World 5 1 /hall in this Paper, as far 
as my Abilities will fuffer me, do Juftice to the Cha- 
rafter of thefe three memorable Perfons, whom we hav« 
lately loft, viz. Mrs.SALLY Salisbury 5 Mr. Elka* 
NAH Settle, the City Toet-^ and the True Briton. 
I fhall be very brief as to the firft, confidering the 
Adventures, and many Chances of her Life, are under- 
taken by a much abler Pen 5 who, no doubt, is better 
furnifh'd with Materials, to communicate to the World 
with advantage, the furprizing Rife and Decline of this 
wonderful Woinan. I mould impofe upon my Readers, 
were I to attempt fo much as to give any Account of her 
Genealogy. Whether ihe could boaft a Lineage enno- 
bled by illuflrious Anceftors, or whether fhe was an 
Honour to her obfcure Predeceflbrs, is a Point not yet 
determin'd by Hiftorians. The Place of her Nativity, like 
the immortal Homer *s of old, is aMatter in difpute. 
But be thefeThings as they may, thus muchi will venture 
to afiferm, had not a long Fit of Sicknefs confin'd her to 
her A^rtment, and weakened her Conftitution, this 
greftt Gftqius might have brought to a greater Perfection 
£)me Aflemblies of this Town, and added a Luflre to 
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Mr. Heidegger\ Entertainment. She was a remarkable 
Inflance, to what a Height of Reputation the free Ufe 
of natural Parts will carry People 3 for it is confidently 
aflerted by fbme, Ihe never made any great Improve- 
ments by Reading j it is generally agreed likewife, Iha 
was not over-fcrupuloufly vertuous. As to her Princi- 

?les in Politicks, 'tis thought fhe moftly £ivour*d the 
retender, and his Adherents, and had concerted feve- 
ral Schemes which might have endangered the Q)nftitil*- 
tion, had not her ill State of Health, and long Confine- 
ment, fruftrated her Defigns. Some havefaid, (tho' I be- 
lieve falfly) that the hard Fate the late Bifho]p of Ha- 
cbejler met with, fhorten'd her Days. She was a great Dc- 
foifer of Wealth, but feldom kept company with the 
Poor 5 which was one Reafon why the Intimacy between* 
the True Briton and her did not continue to their 
Lives-end. To comprize her Charader in Aiort : She 
was not proud, but affable, and eafy of Accefi 5 a Well- 
wifher to the Church, but not oftentatious of Reli^cm, 
a great Encourager of the Liberal Sciences, a Lover <»f 
Mankind, and CJbamfagne: She died in the tenth Year 
of the Reign of his prefent Majefty King George. 

As to Mr. Elkanab Settle^ he was a Man of a tall 
Stature, red Face, /hort black Hair, liv*d in Ac City, 
and had a numerous Poetical Ifliie $ but fhar'd the Mis- 
fortune of feveral other Gentlemen, to furvive them all. 

A Third remains behind, greater than the former Two^ 
We are left very much in the dark, whether there wercf 
any Progidies feen at the Birth of the True Briton, 
to denote his future Greatnefs. No doubt, if we could 
procure right Intelligence, at his firft Fntrarice into the 
World, Nature ufher'd him in like Cdtfar^ Hannibal^ 
and other great Men, with flying Dragons, flaming 
Torches, and other Signals of a tranfcendent Genius. 
But fince we have not fuflScient Evidence to confirm tbo 
Truth of thefe Appearances, we will fuppofe him to bo 
l)om like bther Men. His firft Tears, then, ^t will 
fuppofe to be fpent like thofe of common Children > 
that he fuck*d, play'd Truant, was whipp'd af Sijibo^ 
and told Lyes : But he does not feem to have deferv'd 
an Hiftorian's Notice, 'till he arrived to bis feventeenth 
Xear 5 then his great Eiidowmetits began ta dawa, tbo* 

nothing 
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nothing he did was remarkable that Year, but breaking 
his Father's Heart. 

In his Eighteenth Tear, he was cenerally fufpedled 
to lack common Senfe ; notwithflandina which, he that 



Digit 



zed by Google 



128 ^d? BRITON. N»29. 

leng*d a Gentleman at the Mafauerade, retrafled that 
Challenge, and died the Week alter. 

Thus fell this great and glorious young Man ; feta 
Equals has he left behind him 5 who, like Ctefar^ crowd- 
ed his numerous Adventures and Exploits in a fliort 
Span of Life j too impatient to let his Parts crow rufty 
for want of Exercife. And I hope, this ieeble At- 
tempt of mine, to render his Name llluftrious, may 
raife up an abler Hand to paint out the Series of his 
A3:ions in their true Colours, that future Generations 
may be fenfible, how great a Happinefs this Age en- 
joy 'd, which was blefs'd with fo valuable and upright 
a Patriot. Indeed, an impartial Hiftorian iliuft acknow- 
ledge, that he fhared, with other mortal Men, fome 
Imperfeftions 5 but thofe I have touched but tenderly, 
knowing it to be a mean and ungenerous Part, to difco- 
lour the meritorious Deeds of great Men, with Infirmi* 
ties that are unavoidably inherent in our Nature : And 
having had the Honour to be acquainted with this ex- 
traordinary Pcrfon, when living 5 I am affured, that his 
Inconftancy, his Infidelity, and Timidity, which per- 
haps in fome Parts of his Life were difcoverable, pro- 
ceededfrom a Vicioufnefs of Nature, which few great 
Souls are totally free from. 

But it would be ill-natur'd to purfue this any tarther, 
therefore I defift. Thus he lived, and thus he died 5 
and may the World be as well convinced of his true 
Charaftcr a^Iam, and which in this Paper I have en- 
deavoured tg jUuftrate 5 then Ihall I think my felf am- 
ply recompefnc'd for all my Trouble. 

q>S. Having feen the True Briton depart this 
Life before me, I defign to die my felf next Wedmfday. 
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The BRITON. 



Cosftus^ Artemque repgtw* 



Yir«. 



Wednefdayj February %6. 1724. 



THE Tru|: BaiTON, at his Peparturc, left thp 
Publick, as a Legacy, a Treatiie upon I'reajbns 
sgainfi the ^Qtle 5 ana in ordpr to cpmpleat that cu- 
rious Piece, I fliall in this, mention fowe other ^Jfccie^ 
nf Tre^n ^aipS tiie ^e^phy which I^e, ouj of his 
confummatp Wi^dojri, thpnght prope^r to omit. 

Eyery Sjf^ci^s of ^r^afon mct^tion'd in the i^x\\ of 
EpisyARD the Third, qt elfewhere, is (jf accufately 
f pnfider'd) a Tre^ifpn ag^injl the Teopley anfi upop tkaj 
account fubjefte4 to fey^rer Penalties j t)ecaui(p an At- 
tacl^ m^de uppn the King or J^e^ijlatfire^ r^u^ be at 
tended with ippre pemicip^s Conleq^encep to the ^u^- 
licky ^an cgft poflfbly happen from a Violence ptfer'd tp 
gny perfon ii) ^friyate Station p|: Capacity. -- 

Q^^ not to cppfider this A^air in fo abif|*a£|f^d a Man-* 
iver : The reyiljng the JCing and bis 44nainiftratipn, the 
l^fiTening thp Capacity of his ^inifterf, Jii^nifating to 
the Pppuiace that they §re corjriipi:, ai^d dinipn^ft, and 
t|-adHcipgbi§A3ipp?, by a mean, iefifple|s Irpny, arp npj: 
thefe as notorious Inft^nic^p of Jr£afon again^ th§ ^eo^hy 
as c4n bp ^ pllejS.e4 ^FQW the Vjllanies of the p Ay eston s, 
the IJuDi^EYs, aAfl <Sej A¥Ps'^ • Whoever credits thefp 
fefifblcfs In<inttation$, xpuft liiecpftarJly think their Li- 
berties precarious u])4pr i^^ prpfeii? Aaminifitatipn, aji^ 
6tp ta\jght, thjB Qoiy Mpthpd to fep^re jh(?jn, 15, by in- 
troducing tb^ <Pm^n4er^ \ apppal fp pygry FmlooUft 

i? Sr^i^/ Srifaiui m^ tp .eyej-y Jumrym^n io l^he f/iy, 

K if 
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if this is not one Sfecies of Treafon againfi the 
IPeople ? 

The True Briton has likcwife, in his laft Paper, 
prefented us with a Lift of deceafed Patriots. 1 much 
wonder how one, whofe Memory is valuable to every 
true Lover of his Country, unfortunately chanced to 
efcape his Notice j ^^mean, the late Marquifi o{ Whar- 
ton. Surely, no Subjeft ever afforded a nobler, or more 
Ipacious Field for Panegyrick. Jf we confider this 
Great Man, either as a Defender of Liberty in general, 
or as an Advocate for the Proteftant Succeffion in par- 
ticular, we may place him in the foremoft Rank of Pa- 
triots. There is no Inttance to be produced of his op- 
poling the Intereft of his Majefly King George, or 
giving a fingle Vote in favour or the pretender ^ or his 
Adherents, But, as the True Briton oblferves, if 
hereafter^ in feme degenerate Jge^ Menjhould arife ca- 
fable'cf fuch Mifchiep^ their Forefathers Glory mil il- 
lujlrate their Corruftion, 

But the Writer of this Paper feems to difcbvcr an In- 
veteracy to this Noble Family, or furely he could never 
ha^e pafled over in filence, the diftlnguiftied Merit, 
and Spirit of Patriotifin, which are fo coi^icuous in his 
llluflrious Defcendant, his prefent GracCy the Duke of 
Wharton 5 who, in all the ASipns of his Life, has 
ftriflly imitated the Virtues of his worthy Father. Who 
can refleft on the un variable Adherence of the late Mar- 
quifs of Wharton to the prefent Eftablifhment, but im- 
mediately calls to mind his Grace's Conduft ? Who can 
recolleft nis Angular Firmnefi and Intrepidity in Times 
of Danger, and not be fenfible how remarkably thofo 
Virtues revivp and flourifh in his Heir ? But as I know 
the bare Recital of thefe Perfeftions muft give Offence 
to the Modefly of this Great and Good young Man, I 
ftiall purfue this Subjeft no farther. 

As it is a Debt expefted by the Publick from every 
Author, I fhall proceed to give the Town the Motives 
which induc'd me to write this Paper, and the ReaTons 
for my laying it down at this Juncture. 

The Reafons that firft Induc'd me to undertake this Pa- 
per, were, to behold the People fb grofly mifled by mali- 
cious Inlinuations, and groundlefs Calumnies, publifli'd by 
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Domitian'$9 ttie JB^nch ot BUhops liJcened to a Par-p 
eel of Curs leaping over Sticks at the Word of Com* 
mand ^ and the whole Body of the Legiflature ihame^ 
fully abus'd by way of Allegory_ and Irony. 

In anfwer tothefc fenfelefs Imputations, I endeavour'd 
(an eafy T^sk) to defend the oeft Adminiftration we 
were ever blefs'd with 2, Ho\y my Endeavours have fuc- 
ceeded, Imufi.fubmit to the World. All the Merit I 
can lay claim to,- is, that my Intentions were good, and 
that I have diichargM, ^s f^ I was able, the Duty of a 
Briton. 

I lay this Paper down at a Time, when the Enemies 
of the prefent Adminiftration (I mean thofe who have 
any Share of Modefty left) muft blufli to find feult with, 
pr caluniniate pur Legidators. Such is the prefent happy 
Situation and Tranquillity of Affairs ! The ^enfioner 
of Sedition is retir'd, curfirg the Wifdom of our Rulers, 
and inwardly repining at our prefent Happinefs : But let 
Jiim appe^ again, when, ana il) what Shape l^e pleafes, 

this 
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this Paper will neceflkrily revive y ibr he cannot take io 
much pieafure in reviling^ as the Briton does inde- 
feading the befl-conftituted Government in the World 

In the mean time, I congratulate my Countrymen 
upon our prefent Felicity ^ and Hope, tl^at it will not 
only cofntinue during our Lives, but that oimt Giildrens 
Children may befenfible (from a Continuation, of thi^ 
Happinefi down to their Days) ho\|r much they Were in- 
debted to the ^eign of his prefent Majef^y. 



F I M I S^ 
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